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CRIFAC

The history of e nzation records periods of
flourishing anc renown as well a8 epocns of depression
and decline.

The aim of this thesis is to study the stages
and development of Christien education in the Coptic
Churoh fro#%ha first ceantury till the present.l. . .

The first part serves as a background giving
the reader a birdseye view of some aspectis of the
Coptic history which affected the social and education-
al attitudes of the nation. Some of these historical
factors have been misunderstood by Western writers be-
cause "All the available books on the history of the
Church of EZgypt... have been written by men &lien in
race or hostile in creed - generslly both." .

In trylog to correct these conceptions, the
writer mainly depends upon the witness of anclient
authorities and forelgn writers,

The sources of data sbout the Copts and educetion
in the middle ages are very limited. The contemporary
sltuetion is not yet reported in books, yet the curricu-
lum and its Arabic materisls have been shipped to the

writer from Egypt.

1. Butcher, The Story of the Church of Lgypt, Vol. I,
P. IX
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PART 1
HISTORICAL AND DOCTRINAL BACKGROUND




CHAPTER 1

, SUIORT I TCTICAL SUNVEY

l. The Copts

The neme Copt is a Europeasnized form of the
Arebic Kibt (or Kubt) which 14/ turn is derived from
the Greek/4fi‘777bi "Egyptian".l The word hes been
taien from the Hieroglyphic name "Ha-~-Ka-Ptah®™, the
lHouses of Ptah, the ancient religlous name for Mem-~
phis the cepital of Ancient Egypt.

The neme in the Coptic language is * pfﬂ"”‘"/“""
"Remonkimi"™ People of Kimi, People of the black land,
Egypt, the Egyptians,

The 0ld Semitic neme of the country was Mizreim
(Gen. 10:6) from which the Arabic name "Misr" was
derived.

Professor Worrell steates "The Copts are the
native Christians of Egypt and the direoct descendants
of the ancient Egyptians... They are important becauss
they are surviving indigenous Egyptians, a people with
the longest of recorded hiatories, and because they
are an early Christiag community, preserved by séces-

sion and oppression.”

l. Encyclopedia Britanica 1lth ed. Vol. 7 P.113
2, Viorrell, A Short Account of the Copte P.viil




The racial origin of the Copts is summerized

by Westermann:

liuch has been made by the Egyptologists,
Gaeston Mespero, Breasted, and others, of the
surprising recurrence of bodily features of
the Pharaonic Egyptiens in the inhabitante of
the present day.. Astonishing somstic likene-
sses undoubteduly occur. Occasionslly these
survivels are to be seen among the Coptic
Christians, who are supposed to be the truer
representatives of the old Egyptien stock...
There was never an invasion of en slien race
into the Nile Valley which was so large that
the intruders could not be assimilated readily
into the native stock.. Invesions in such
numbere &8 to change the physical type, or such
as to cause eny tremendous shock to the old
cudture, are not recorded, 1

The Egyptiens are considered from the same origin

as the European races. "No doubt that the Egyptian

races were of the seme origin as the Eﬁropean, both

ceme from Asia., This is because of their features and
_ 2
the analoglies of thelir language.

Worrell traces these features to some specific

origins:

The Egyptiens are white men of the Mediter-
ranean race. With the drying-up of the Sahera
in the present geological age some of these fled
to the edge of the Nile valley and gredually
decended into it and cleered it of its jungles.

The people of the valley proper, as far
north as Memphis are distinct from the people
of the Delte. The former have connections with
Hemitic lande beyond the southern limits of Egypt,
the latter have connections with Hamitic lands
elong the Wediterranesn coast, westward.

l. Vestermann, ¥%.L., Coptic Egypt P. 8-9
2, Singleton, E., Egypt, by Villiers Stuart P.28
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Thouch all these people are African in s
geographical sense, they are not Negro; and
there 18 no evidence of Yegro blood in Egypt
in early times. Iven the modern Copt often
has brown hair and that not kinky. 1

IT. Egypt Before Christianity

Herodotus the historian defined ¥gypt as "the
gift of the Nilé".2

Egypt i8 simply a groove worn by the Nile in
the desert. The fertile area is comparatively a
narrow strip surrounded by deserts from east and west.

The natural boundaries in the south are the First Cat-

aract near Aswan and the Mediterranean Sea in the North,

1. The Anclent Egyptians:

In this narrow Nile valley these monuments of the
Pharaohs were bullt, these inscriptions written, the
religisn and philosophy developed, where by Egypt gave
the impetus and direction to much of the art and science -

and thought of Europe.

The ancient Egyptisn civilization stayed for a

long time marvelous and unique. Stuart says:

Egyptian history resembles the Nile, in
its selitery course. As the river flows on
all alone, unaided by a single tributary for
hundreds of miles through the desert, imparting
life and fertility to ite arid sands, 8o for a

l. Worrell, A Short Account of the Copts, P,pl-2
2. Herodotus, 1I1I.%

3. Tane People, Egypt, P.3
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lon:; tale of centuriss did the current of Zeypt-
ien history flow on its lonely course without a
contemporary developing on its way the arts of
civilized 1ife including thet gift pepuliar to
man of recording thoughts end events in writing
and painting and Sculpture, while other races
were yet enveloped in the night of barbarism and
savage lgnorance and pPassed away without trace

or record, 1

¥Worrell resumes thelr churacteristics saying: "of

their own might, intelligence and imegination, the
Egyptians hed beilt their pyramids and temples, the
material symbols of physical stamina, administrative
ebility and engineering skill, They possessed sharp
powers of observation, great skill of hand and great
love of beauty, and with all great joy of life."2

As to thelir religious beliefs, they began their
search for God by worshiping different gods. This 4ig
not satisfy their religious feelings, so there gradually
developed acceptanceof the idea of unity between gods ,
monotheism. "At the end of the 18th ng:aty a real
monotheism a8 exclusive as that of Judaism or of islam,
was adopted a8 a state religion of Egypt.

They also hafe a sort of trinity and & virgin
birth. They bellieved in life after death. "The Lgypt-

ians differed from other netions of antiquity in that

l. Singleton, P, 28
2. Viorrell, P, 2
3. Encyclopedia Britannica (1llth ed.) Vol. 9, P.51
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they believed in a continusetion of life efter death,

concerning which they have very clear and definite
3

ideas.” Iho

,Hé/reads the Book of the Dead and other plieces
of tnelr religious literature can observe the depth
of thelr spiritual standards. "Some Egyptiens at any
rate, stlll rated the outward observances oftheir re-
liglon as nothing compared to the right faith of &
righteous lifa."z

2. Invaders:

The geographical position of Egypt as placed bet-
ween three continents made it accessible to foreign
invasions. In their long history they were inveded by
meny peoplea. The Greeks found & good opportunity to
live in Egypt under the prosperity of the 26th dynasty
(from the 7th century B.C.). They formed Creek cities
and colonies. The Persians ruled Egypt from 525 to 332
B.C. Alexander the Great conqusred Egypt in 332 B.C.
The Romans occupied it in 30 B.C.

From 525 B.C. to 1922 A.D. except for one
brief interlude in the fourth pre-Christien
century, the native Egyptians have been cons-

tently under the control of foreign rulers, or
of Egyptianized alien dynasties., This is a

1. Scott-ioncrieff, Pagenism and Christianity in

Egypt, P. 100
2. Butcher, E.L., The Story of the Church of Egypt
P. 5
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long lesson ip putient endurance for a people which

still remained unijuely end clstinctively Igyptlan.

The cuenges Ifrom one forvign coutrol to &nother have
teken pluce withoul & precluble miiitery resistence

from the petives. This nmeens thet their power of re-
sistence...has been internal and spiritual, not ex-

ternal &and physical.” 1

During the Eoman rule in Egypt, all the conditions of
the country were accumuleting to prepare the way to welcome
the new faith respectfully.

The inhabitents of tiae oountry were at that time of
three classes, Grecks, Jews, and Egyptians, "For the in-
flux of Greeke and Jews during the previous centuries hed
been 80 large thet they formed, as it were two distinct
foreign nations settled in the country, speaking their own
language end living under thelir own lawa."2

A-The (reeks:

"Under Alexander and his successors a rapild Hellsniz-
ation.of Egypt took plece, not only were Greek litergture
and’learning cultivated i1n Alexendria; the Greek languege
seemed to replace LEgyptlan. Native Egyptlens bore Greek
nemes or Hellonized their Bgyptian ones. Native Egyptians
wrote documents and letters in Greek. '

It would be entirely wrong to suppose that all ELypt-

ians used Greek exclusively, or habituslly, or even oc-

l. VO!-LQ v:estermnn. I)og
2. Butcher, P. 2
3. ¥orrell, P.4
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caslonally. The truth is that from Alexander onward tine
use of Crouvx lacreuied una tne use of Demotlc dec:ebsed.l
The Bpread of ii¢ Cresi len unge mude it eusy for
the Zgyptlans to receive the Gospels written in Greek when
they were preached to them a few years later.
The Greeks mostly gethered in the famous olties of
the ocountry. "The prinmoipal oity of the Greeks was Alex-
andrie - the Paris of the ancient world. Hellopolls, the
ancient university of Egypt, where the wisest men of
ancient Greece had :;ladly come to study, was already a
deserted city; where one or two ruined houses were pointed
out as these in which Plat€ and his competrliots had llVed.2
Religously, the Greeks became by this time practically
atheists, and thought as little of thelr gods &8 of thelr

emperors.

B-The Jews:

There was a large Jewilsh population im Egypt. The
learned Jew Phlile, says that the Jews in Alexandria and
all Egypt totalled & million.3

In Egypt the Jewish Scriptures were transleted more
then two hundred years before Christ, and this Greek ver-

sion (the Septuagint) used even by Christ end the apostles,

1. Ibid, P. 6
2. Butcher, 7. 3

3. %.E.%. Oulton & H. Chadwick, Alexandrien Christienity
S |
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1
spread Hebrew ideas tnroughout the Roman world.

Alexuadria taz noms of .Jellenistic Judalesx, was one
long scene of riot ostvecn tuec Jews and the Grecks.

"The schools of Alexandrla, though of far less
repute than they had been under the Ptolemiec, or
than they afterwards became under the Christians,
were still, renewned throughout the civilized world,
but the names of their great philosophers were Heb-
rew. The chief glory of the Alexandrian school in
the first ceantury was the Jewish Phllo.™ 2

C~ The Romans:

In the year 30 B.C. Zaypt beceame a Roman province;
but Roman ocultural iafluences were always negligible. The
anclent gods of Egypt continued to be worashipped sumptuous-
ly in newer and greater temples; but their priests were
now QOresks, and they themselves had become mysteries. The
greater god of this period was Sarapis, & purely political
invention of Gresk timss.3

The Roman occupation of Egypt contributed much to the
prepzration for the Spread of Christianity. By connecting
Egypt with Palestine and Turope under one empire, the
means of communicatlon between these countries facilitated
the travelling of the evangelists,

"As the Groexs had tueir fuseumn, and the Egyptiens

their Temple library, 8o the Jews prided themselves on

1. Schaff, iiistory of the Christian Church
3. Vorrell ?2. 7
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their great centrel synegogue built in the shape of a
basilica."l

Eriefly these were the ccnditions of Egypt during
the Roman conguest, preparing the country to receive
the King of kings.

IIX. Christianity in Egypt

l. Jesus visits Exypt:

"Out of Egypt have I celled my Son" (Mat. 2:15)

Egypt wee & fortunate leand to be chosen &s a

sheltor for lils Son. As escaping aliens the Holy Family
did not stuy in one pluce all the time, they kept moving

fromplace to place.

Tradition records some sites in Upper and Lower
Egypt & upon which churches were built to commemorate
this visit. The most famous of those sites 18 Babylon,
the Roman fortress of 0ld Cairo. It embraces within
its wealis the Ancient Cnurch of m™ibu Sarge" St. Sergius
bullt oo a crypt in which our Lord dwelt during his
sejourn in Besbylon. Tradition says that the earlier

church of thecrypt was bullt in the apostolic age.

Butcher says:

It wae the Jewish gquarter of Babylon, and
there 18 no reason to doubt the tradition which
brings Jossph and Mary to settle there during
the gresater part of their stay in Egypt. A period
the length of which is variously estimated by

l. Butoher, P.1l0
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westeru and Zmstern controversiallsts. Gome reduce

it to six.montns others extend it from two to four

or even 8ix years..i

Tae visit of JeLus 10 Lgyplt wus a plessing Lo tae
people, a reconcllliation between them and God after the
plagues of tne coxodus., It ie an ilasplration waich prepared
them to sccept easily the dawn of the Charistian light.

Horton describes one of the frescoes which shows the
doly Family entering Heliopolis saying: "This illustrates
an ancient Coptlc legend which says that as the Holy Child
entered ileliopolis, tne noise of a rushing of & mighty
wind wa® heard, the earth trembled,and idols orashed
fromtaeir padestuls.“z

The visit 1s consldered as the fulfilment of Iseiah's
prophesy "Benold the Lord rideth upon & swift cloud and
shall come into Egypt and the idols of Egypt shall be moved
at his presence, and the heart of Lgypt shell melt in the
midst of it. (19:1) As a result of the visit the same
chapter records; "In that day shell there be &n alter3 to
the Lord in the midst of the Land of Egypt." (19:19) "Vhom
the Lord of hosts shull bless saying, Blessed be Zgypt my

people.™ (19:25)

l. Butcher, P.18
2. Horton, H.V., Through Lands of the Bible, P. 14l
3. Isaleh does not speakabout a Jewish altar which could

not be aeld except in Jerusalem; then it must be the
new altar of Christianity.
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The Coptic Church celebrates the feast of the
"Coming of Jesus to igypt" on the first day of June
every year,

2. After Penteogst: | ;

¢

The Christian faith wes carried to Egypt early
after the day of Pontecost.

"Both the nearness of Egypt to Palestine
and the large population of Jews settled there
make it highly probable that Christian activity
began quite early, for we know that the pioneer
Christian missionaries weat first to the syna-
gogue." 1
The Book of Aots records thet there weére dwellers

"in Eg¥ph, and in the parts of Libyg about Cyrene"™
(2:10), they were present at Jerusalem at the out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pontecost.
They must have preached the tidings in Egypt when they
returned.

St. Mark es & native of Cyrene, was the oaly
evangelist to identify Simon the Cyrenian, who bore
the cross, as the father of Alexander and Rufus.

(Mark 15:21) Lucius of Cyrens was among the prophets
and teachera at Antioch whem the Holy Spirit command-

ed to lay hands on Barnabes and Paul (Acts 13:1).

Again among those who were scattered abroad, upon

1. C.P., Groves, The Planting of Christienity in
Afrioca, P.36
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the persecution that erose about Gtephen, preaching the
word were men of Cyprus and Cyrene. (Acts 11:19-20)
Cyrene (Xiruen) was a city on the west borders of Zgypt
on the north coast of Affice, "whioch for more than two
hundred years had been subject to Igypt, and rockened
as part of thecouﬁtry."l

These Cyreniens also have probably preeched
Christianity in Egypt. Neale s8ays "It is hardly likely
that so0 many natives of Egypt should, intheir labours
for the sake of Christ, have entirely neglac;ed their
own oountry."2 . |

3. Kark in Alexandria:

The history which says that St. Mark the evangelist
wes the founder of theChurch of Alexandria, is e "constant
and unvarying tradition of both the East and the West."3
It is also a history preved by the writings of early
historians such as Eusobius the father of Church History.
"Antiquity agrees in bestowing on St. Mark the title of
the Apostle of Egypt."h

"yMark himself; eccording to Egyptiesn tredition

was a native of Pentapolis, which since thedays of

l. Butcher, P.3 - About Cyrenaica, see also; Hardy,
Christien Egypt, P. 21

2. J. ¥, Reale, 4 History of the Holy Eastern Church P.5
3. Neale, P, 3
L. Ibid, P, &4
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1l
>tolemy I, hed been en outlying province of Egypt.”

Mark's family migraeted to Palestine and settled
near Jerusalem., His mother lary is the sister of

Barnebas (Col. 4:10). Mark was eerly instructed in the

Christien faith. He was appointed as one of the Seventy

chosen by Christ and soccompanied the Apostles in preach-
ing the Nord. (Acts 12:25).

Eusebius Bishop of Gasesarea says in his Ecclosia-

stical History: "Now it is said that this Mark journeyed

to Egypt and was the first to preach (there) the Gospel,

which also he had written; and that he was the first to
2
form churches at Alexandria itself."

In the Chronlcen, Euseblius says, under the second

year of Claudius, (i.e., A.D. 42 or 43). "Mark the

Evangelist preaches Christ in Egypt and at Alemandria."
His first convert in Alexandris was one Annianus, a
Bhoemsker by trade."3 When Mark returned to Palestine
before the end of the year L9, he conssorated Annienus

as first bishop of the Church of Alexandrias with seven
priests and seven deacons. Eusobius says "Now when Mero
was in the eighth year of his reign, Annianus succeeded,

first after Mark the avangelist; to the ministry of

Ea

l. Butcher, P.20
2. Euseblus (II.16)
3. Butocher, P. 21
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1
the community et Alexandria.”

After attending the Council at Jerusalem, Barnabes
took his nephew Mark with him to Cyprus. Mark went
thence to Cyrens, where he established the churches of
Pentapolis, through his way back to Alexandria, He built
the first church in Alexendria at a place called Baucalla
near the sea-shore.

%hen they noticed the spread of Christianity a
riot of pagans seized Merk. Tying him with a rope, they
dragged him through the principal streets of the city for
two days till death ended his sufferings. His followers
buried him in the church of Baucalia which became the
headquarters of the Coptic Church in Egypt for cemturies,
The martyrdom of St. Mark was probably in the year 62 A.D.

L. The Spread of Christianity in Egypt:

Christianity became appealing to the Egyptians,
because their ancient religion had prepared the way.
vAs Osiris had been a man and had become a god,

80 Christ was God and man. As Osiris judged the dead,
3

80 Christ would one day judge the dead."”
In reference to the factor of their bellef in
future life Groves states:

"This centered faith and prectloce in the

l. Eusebius II, P. 24
2. Butcher, P. 23
3, VWorrell, P. 7

2
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hope of & future mlife and preparation for
securin:; it through Osiris who, though slain
by evil, had triumphed in a resurrection.
That Christisnity, with its proclemation of
@ Lavior who had conguered death, should
therefore find a sygpathetic hearing wes to
be expected. 1

On the whole "The ancient Egyptien creed was
worn out, and they found in Christianity a doctrine of
the future life for which their old belieg had made

them not unready} while the social teaching of Christ-

2
ianity came with apecial#itness to & subject race.”

The historicel, political and social factors
working beside the seal of the Christian converts, led
to the spread of Christianity on a wide socale among
native Egyptians. Judeism and Hellenismhad paved an
open way for Christianity in Egypt.

By the year 200 A.D. the Delta was full of con-
3

verts, In 202 A.D. Eusebius mentions Christians also
in the whole Thebaisk (Opper Egypt, 500 miles up the
Nile). |

Unfortunately very little is known about the
early expension of Christianity in the first and second

centurles.

l. Groves, P. 37

2. Encyclopedias Britanica, (llth ed.) Vol. 9, P. 89
3. Worrell, P. 7

L. Eusebius, Eccl. His, VI 1
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During which we xnow about:

a) 4L local Gospel described by Clement of Alexandria
a8 "the gospel according to the Zgyptlans™ which
was dropped from use by the end of the second
oent.ury.l

b) That the Palestinian church haed exchanged letters
with the church of Alexandria in reference to the
oele&ration of Easter on the same date.2

c¢) An Alexandrian list is extent which gives the
bishops of Alexandria from Nark downwards.3

From the writings of Clement of Alexandria

(153-217 A.D.). "We learn that the church and 1ts school

already played a not insignificant role in Alexandrila,

that the school was freguented by pagens &8 well as by

Christians, that presbyters, deacons, and "widows" were

to be found in the church, that it counted members from

all classes and ranks, and that many Christien heretics
disquieted the Alexandrian church,"

Demetrius {Bishop from 188-231) wes the first
bishop to consecrate other three bishops for the count-

5
ry. His successor Heraclas consecrated twentiy.

l. Harneok, Exg%nsion of Christianity, Vol. II P, 305
20"3_- Ibid. 0

L. Ibid, P. 309
5. Ibid, P. 309
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Christienity spread even to the heart of the
desert, "Accordin; to the prelude of the festel
opistles of Athanasius there were Christians in the
small and the large easis by 329 A.D."l

A8 to the number of Christians Harnack says
"The fragments of correspondence of Dionys. Alex. and
the record of the persecutione, give one the impression
that the number of Christiens in Alexandrie was large
and the spread of Christianity throughout thezcountry,

in town apnd villages alike wes considerable."

5. Progrese under persecution:

The progress of the Christien faith among the
native Egyptian population went onunder severe kinds
of persecution.

Eusebius recorded the story of martyrdoms during
the persecutions of the third and early fourth centurles.
He was an eyewlitness of the aufrerihs of Christians, and
in addition draws upon valuable contemporary sources
for his marrative.

The outbreak of persecution under the Emperor
Septimius Severus occurred with the edict of A.D. 202,
whereby fresh conversions to both Christianity and

1. Ibid, P. 314
2. Ibid, P. 315
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1
Judaism werc forbicden.

husebius testifies to the feithful witness of
Egyptian Christians "This was especially the case in
Alexandrias, to which city, as to a most prominent
theater, athletes of God were brought from Egypt and
all Thebais according to their merit, and won crowans
from God through thelr great patience under many
tortures and every mode of death."z

In the later persecution when Maximum ruled
Syrie and Egypt, Busebius was himself an eyewltness
of mertyrdoms in the Thebais "We also, being on the
spot ourselves, have observed large orowds in one day;
some suffering decapitation, other torture, fire.. As
soon as sentence was pronounced against the first, one
after another rushed to the judgment seat, and confessed
themselves Christians.”

Tusebius names bishops and others as leaders of
the church in Egypt who suffered deaths illustricusly
at Alexendrie and throughout Egypt and Thebpais. Egyptian
Christians also suffered outside thelr country; some were
taken to labour in copper mines in Palestine; others suf-
fered in Phoenioia; some who had been sent to minister to

b 44

l. 7roves, P, 37

2. Euseblus "Fecl., Historyz" VI. I !M¥c Giffertstrans)
3, Eusbius, VIII, IX 4-5
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the confemsors in Cllicie, received the same sentence es

those whom they had gone to help, belng multileted in
thelr eyes and feet.

Many methods of torture were invented to stop the
progress of Christianity in ®gypt, but all failed in
front of the deep faith of the Copts. Zusebius mentions
@ few kinds of these ways used in Egypt saying:

... Countless numbers, men, women, and
children, despising this passing life, endured
various forms of death for the sake of our
Saviour's teaching. Some of them were committed
to the flames after being torn and rocked and
grievously scourged, and suffering other man-
1fold torments terrible to hear, whlile some
were engulfed in the sea; others with a good
courage stretched forth thelir tortures, or
perished of hunger on the gibbet...they had the
entire body torn to pleces with sharp sherds
instead of claws,.. omen were fastened by one
foot and swung aloft through the air, head down-
wards,..Others, again, were fastened to trees
and trunke, and so died. Tor they drew to-
gether by certain machines the very strongest
of the branches,to each of which they fastenead
one of the martyr's legs, and then released the
brenches to take up thelr natural posltion,
thus contriving the rending ssunder all at once
of the limbs of those who were the objeots of
this device.

And indeed all these things were done,
not for a few days or for some brief space,but
for a long period extending over whole years -
sofetimes more than ten, at other times above
twenty persons being put to death; aend at
others not less than thirty, now nearer slxtiy,
and again at other times a hundred men would be
slain in a single day, along with gulite young
children and women, which followed one on the
other.2

1. Euseblius, Martyrs of Palestine XIII, 1-3
2. Euseblus, Eccl. HIst. VIII 8-9




In relation to this, Groves states:

"o section of the hérd—pressed.Christian
followship held a prouder record than did the Egyptlan
Christians under their filery trial, As in apostolic
deys, so now dispersiog through persecution led to
the further expansion of the church."l "The blood of
the martyrs is the seed of falth."

Their fortitude in the time of Diocletian in-
troduced a new reckoning of time, the "Era of the
Martyrs” which dates from the common year 284. Every
year the Copts still celebrate the feast of the mart-
yrs on their New Year's day whiéh occurs on September
the eleventh.

These persesutions figure very prominently in
Coptic litefrature, and the development of the oult
of the martyrs occupied an important place in the
history of the Church at an early datse.

IV. The Catechetical School

The spread of Ohristianity in Egypt met two
obstacles. The external oconfliot of the Romen per-
secutions end the literary struggle with the ancient

world of the Greek and Jewish philosophers.

1. Groves, Planting of Christienity in Africe, P. 38
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rorel foundations, t'e Musop, te S¢repeum ~nd the
Sebrrtiony its three libhrerics," (1)

The Eryptierns, even rfter their conversior to
Chrirtienity, were s£t111 interecteé $r philororhieri
rnf relentific rtudler, ‘Yhe'r rttonded the Hertyrp or ee
i1t wee cePlled tre "Wooplatonistic” eckool of
A le?nndrin; Profereor Bire erplnine the conditions in
Alexrndrir seving:

"A lrrge end rieh cormrunity, exirtins in the
boron of ¢ greet Univercity towrn, could not
lon~ rsubmit to evelusion from the peremount
interests of the plres. Thelr moet yromicine
vouns men ettanded the leestures of the herthern
professnors, ome like Ammoniun, refinpsed
into Netlenisn; rore -irifted into Gnenmticisn,
like ﬂmbio fun; ﬂoma, like Hererclan, yrened
Pn e* f?’"h\} dep;ll$nﬂ,pgrb?;ilglofhar‘s
clenL, the doctor' Fovn ve et orll 4t of the
peren Acerdeny.” (2) _
"Gnorticiem wes stror— $r krvit, enc
the rtruncle epefinet it mey Yeye heen Irreely
resyonrcible for the formrition of the firrt
Christien univerrity, the Didencelion or
Cetocheticnl t:ichool," (3)

The frrme of thet School mrda of it rn inter-
n-tionel conter of Chrirtien stucdies.

Alexender Rohorte prve:

: "The Aleyrenirie of Apollon rnd of St.
rrk hee heeoe the earliert seat of the
Chrietirn Ye-rninr.., "le-endrie beoomes the
brein of Chrirtendor; ftr herrt wer vot
bertin~ rt Antioch, but the Vest wos etil)

1. C. Bigy, Chrictirn Plrtonitts of Alerendrir i.06
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Tre Tirct rrooternrtie ptitanpt $o heoyo-
onire the trecdition of £rith withr the
free conclurions of humrn intellret vire
made neither rt Fare nor et Athens, bdut
in Fevpt, 2

Groves sperks lirhtly of the school srvinrs ",,.

the vorlé-frrmour Cntechetlicrl fichool of Alexendric,
e center of Christien Ccholershiy vithout rivel in
the then Christisrn world," (3)

Melther the dgte of it- fourd-~tion nor the
neme of itrs first prineiprl is undisputed, Yrnditon
strtes thrt Ut,. Merk esteblished 1t pe £ achonl to
prepere the cctechunens for brptism, When the
stru~~le vitr the rhilosophern sterted, the school
becen to be the center of lerrning, debrting oné
writiner epoldroticwl vorkte, Thies trefition could
£ind eredlt in the vrords of Bire vien he prvn,
"ence the ertechetierl in-tructicn, vhich in most

other comrminities continued to be civen in »n un-

systerirtic wev by Bishop or Priest, hed in Alexrnndrie
Aeveloped pbout the micddle of the (second) century
into ¢ repuler institutione. This virs the fenmous

Crtecheticel “chool." (4)
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1, The Anti-tic-ne Frthere, Vol. IT, Introductory

2., Birr, ¥, 25, Pbtf té Clenent of Alevrndrien,
Y Gt)n

3. Utroves, 1., 37
4, Bilre, 1, 82,
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»11 Ilertonic philomorhers of Rie time, in
Christirnity, rnd decirin~ to eviere itr
£r1lreies rn¢ preecsumivtions, Yo art hineelf
reripurly to rtudr ite writiner, The verw
nrturel resvlts wre hie m ecovverstor to thnt
relirton, ¥e rtill were the prerb of the
I'hflosorher, ené i€ not Torsrke hir former
rtudles; but he beceme one of the rrert
cherpions of Christienity. Mis Apolory =
gddrensed to Mrrcus Aurelisus end Comedus.,
rnd ite probeble drte ir 176-177A,D. (1)

One of the purils of Athenrrorrs, bneeme the
first ¥nown hard of the Untecheticrl t'chool; Fenteenus,
r converted philosopher, ¥is pupil rnd succecsor
Clement of Alevendrie writine in the Streirtois I 14
rbont hie ecucrtion deseribro his terchers:

After I met the 1nst {who wee Tirst of
them 4n imPortrnce) I ebendoned further
seerch, hevine éircovered him hidine in
from the floveres in the ye odoy of the
epostlers ené¢ trophete, r~na imﬂwnteﬁ in the
sonls of his pupils pure knovledre,

‘‘he identity of Clement's lert tercher
is not in doubt. Ye wrs Fenteenun, described
here 8 "e truly icilien hee™, The hert honer
orme Trom tclelily, so thet thie iz Cleente
wey of eom;limentin~ him upon the
brillirnce of hie lectures, (The rhrrre
rives us no coryellins rerson for surposine,
ea hred been thourpht by meny writers on
Clement, thrt Frnteonus wee e beleilien). (2)

Greet gerolrrs herdad the Hchool euceeeding
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1, Butcher, I, 40
2. bulton, J.E. Jeonrrd, A lexrndrinrn Christinnity
e 18, Vol. TT of “¥e Tibrerv of Christien Clersics,
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tyolorier) Yorrrins o0 € evpnt of sSeceeirde (215)
the Ieriostolie fthensivue (70) rnd 14, Coril (444). (1)
The ecuertionrl erd l1iterrl telks of the Mchoold,
en vell ee, the vorks of ite grent teechers il he
dircurred in 7 roeccedins Chepter din " rrt II" of
thie therlis.,

V. Monereticleanm

Frvpt vo o the Motherlnnd of Christirn rmonrsticisn.

It eprene iInto evirternce there L thnbherinninr of the
fourth century end in # verr few yerrs sprerd over
the vhole Chrietien vorlé, Thus the Crthollc
rneycloped ir infFroduces monrrticisn rnd mnys "The
sinrle terching of the first Eprptlen monks end
hernite fixed once mnd forever the hrepd outlines
of the seirnee of the eririturl life,” ()

Croves lookn to 4t ero: "An outrtrndins contri-
bution 're mpéde br Epeyrtirn Christisnitr to the
vhole of Crhristendom in the development of the monsetic 13fe."(7)

As monesticism becrme P rrert force in the hictory

of Chrirtienity, it rfTcet~d the 1life,

1. Xine, Mitee of nmectern Ubrictoendom, 1. 341
2, The Crtrolic Encyclornd £, ey Yorx 1911
3. Groves, 1.42,
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fro~ persecution.
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liFht upon these rrobvlema, iepemdinj meinly upon
the writingr of fgmour non-monarztic geholrre,

Suiriturl brsis:

Ascetics pre people retired from society
voluntarily, renovnced rr rrirre end rroperty, devoted
trhermrelvers vholly to ferting, rrever ond relicious
contermplrtion, rnd strove therebr to ettain Chriestirn
rerfeetion, Yheir mative vias thrt falth ~unt evhibit
itself in # Christ-like life,.

| The 1ife of our Lord Jegur wra itself on sppedl-
ing exrerrle to egeeticism, Henpek rnrya:

Monnertiolem e £itlvy be crlled the
climex ond the erovn of Fis (Chrint's)
idels. Alone smons ell the rrert relipious
teechers of the world Fe never wes merried,
He wes herrlded he the Brptist hermit.

He spent mver of Wir time in lénely
contemplotion emonr the deserts, e
declerné trrt the =rn th-t ©id not hrte

his frther ené +ir motrer corlé not he

¥Yir circirle; Fe to0ldéd r rieh rouns men vho
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rdc tepey drge oy 1Y -7 exhertrtions thrt
rre o aémirsm1- gpprorriatl s ‘o —monks rnd wat
in nome cesc s verv hord gavince to thenc
whone live ir the vorld, (1)

Celibser 10 exgltré by Jeeus rnéd hirhly egteencd
by ﬁt; Yeul, not &g » rule for nll peorle dhut only
for tho~c vho rre rble to recelve 1t. (Mrt+, 10:12,
22:30., I Cor, 7:7,32), Tovertv 3s honoured (Luke
6: 20, 9:58, lat* 19:25); Freyver vigile and
festinre vere precticed nhﬂ tmicht by Jesus rnd the
Apostles,

Thie Christien tendency tovards renouncing the
world for the srke of rpiriturl rerfection, chown
itr arrliert reflsction from the life of BVPnRPIiEtr;
¥ho begen withonut property, snd treveling from pleree
to plrce.

As Christirnity bereon to eprerd, those vho vere
seeking perce of the roul wished to escere the
wvorld's spirituel evils rnd terrors, "An escetic
element. in the Christirn ides)l present from the Arortolic #
en@ developsd in the Christinn reection to the renrurl
plersurer of pogen clities, vwen encowrzje@from the vhilo-

sorhic si7e¢ br the viev of gpirit 8s ojo0red to senre,
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1. C.7ennrr Chrisntiern “oneocticisam » Urnrt Foren
in hirtory 1. 2-130,
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in sp1esline to the sscetic life.

tpeeking  rbout this tendency in the errly

Crrirtinn thourht Meckenn crvn:

Froi the recond cortury Chrirticnit- {teelf
wee colored by prerticion.., Chrirtiepdity
sprer” from the Alexrndrisn Church, vhence
miosionnries went forth rnd could hrrd)lr el
to presch P roepol thrt vine colored with
ecceticisn... Yhewey 4n vhieh Christirnity
vine rrerentad to hin (the netive Epwptisn),
tended to rerd the 1ife ongd tereching of our
Loré rnd the Aportler, end  incecd the Ul
Testement elmo, throush encetic even, (2)

A sceticiom ves corsidered br the errnent
Ervrptien £ the hirhest iderl in Chrictirnity,

Is 4t en asenna from rareecution?

o doubt monreeticie~ $¢ ® kinA of eserpe fron
the worlﬁ. ligt evers aécpre S~ » vrorn~ one, rionke
‘aiq not escrpe re rsecutiones rfreid from yein ar
suffering, hut they erceped the »vil vorldly
temrtrtiors to precerve treir eririturl life. ~o one
cth umrgine thnt the Copts who were welecomine the

Roaen perrecutions in rreet numbern enpd indureble prtience,
vill eeerpe 4t one frv, Manr ronks vwnra vecorded

re mertyrs, vhen thev voluntrrily vent to
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l. Urofes, 1, 42
2. WX, Meckesn, Chidrtirn Vonertdcinm in FEovpt,li 51-52
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the ~or’d, ~o 14 vt eger; e the ploriour Acst: of *we
mrarisre.,

ocpirituelly ~inded, vhen the Copte rerlirzrd t*e
infiltretion of worldly thourrts into the church they
beprn o ecerpe ite Hrrneck explrine this motive mrrines
"ie know the originnl ideel, ~néd we cnn "prerurc the ext-
ent of the renuncirtion, The ider vrs rn undisturbesd
conterplrtion of God; ... ot onlw wer the world in every
sence of 1re world, to he rvoided, hut the smeculsrized ch
£e vell." (1) Thev flednot the world only, but worldlines
in tre church, yet they &34 not therefore flea fron
the church,."(2)

The reculrrisrtion of tre church begen Irom
the time of Constrntine, rinecc the erteblishment of

e Ytete Church, M rekeen rrys:

Thue et n time vhen the most virile elenont
vre econsidershly reduced, grert numberr
of nominel Chrietisns entered the Church,
loverinre further the etsnédrré of her life; ...
This vorldliness of the Church would prournrlly
he £rlt vith Yeen coryov ené Cisrprointnont
by the more enrnest; snd monrcticisn
re.renented the desire to return to thre
e fty 1éerls of the Rew Testrment rnd vine
p rrotert ecrinst the worldiliners of thre
churech, fro= vhiech ron turncé rvrv to 1ife

l. Yrrnrelr, Yonreticier, 1, 44
2, JIbie, 1. 35




Fro Srxietir- Yo'y Yo focpet, (1)

Tre o ctore ol chn@¢ﬁc.nor‘rnver§7 In the £ty
corturs ne the PENtY c»rri" digtmwhnr thn peren of the
Churecl, 50 00 le - & i Poooteren of the coul turred froe
the City of Tertruetion 1o ro-lize the City of God in the &
rert rnd the cell,™2 where they could, in contrest witr
luxury, rensurlity rrd cirorder of the worlé live e rce-

ful livrs of povertr, ehegtity, rnd prover,

Is it of non-=Chréistirn oririn%

Refore Chrirtienite historvy records the nxirtence
of eecetie ryetemn emonr the indiene, Ureeks, Jdevis, or
fnclent Egyptirns, some vriters believed for ¢ time thet
there ron-Christirn eyrtems moy hove inepired the zenl
toverde Christirn nonesticienm,. ‘hrovrh the historicel evid-
ence riven by Meckern, it decome obvious thrt the Christien

nonasticiem is r repuine Christier inernir-tion,

r-not Indinn:

The Alexrndrirn interest ir Indis seems to
heve diseprerred menv vesrs Baefore the rrrivrl of
monrrticiem, Verv 1ittle wre know of Indie end ite

religions by Christien vriters, (3)

l. Erckeon , FFP, 61-52
2. JTvniad. 1, B4

3. Yerelern, 1, 17
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e nep=Pictinien had A1“€ fandencg tomitha
Srry e e to ow escetic rnd contenplativee
life, yet itc spread vyr ts the few rnd only to
thore of fellenic ecucrtion., Un the other hend,
monfrtinism wre originellr s Coptic movement,
ecopted by men often ignorent of Hrnnk; It ir
imrorsible to svrpore thrt the rurel populction of
the Thebeid wre so sffocted by neo=-Plrtonic thoucht

#r to ineururerto tre rorertie =overient.{1)

e~ ¥ot Aneoient Egvptinn:

The: aim rnd mode of 1ifo of the reyrtisn rrceties
vere elersrly Aifferent from trore of the Chrirtien monk,
They were not celibrtes, nor were they chrrraterized
br reliriovr fervour, Indeed the renarel sttitude of
Christien morke v& verwv entsgoristic to psganinm; (2)

4~ Not Jewinh:

The rercetic Hellenistic Judrien of the Egrsenas
re neprretrd from the Crristisn mbnks in tine bv nore
then tvo centuries, bvt 1tr stroncly merked
dJowirh ferturer, their incluslion of women, their
interect in philosorhv, r~né¢ nbeenea 6 manunl

vrorir menifant the vvide &1ffrrnece in erred ond con-




cuet hrticer ftoerd o the (bpieticn ~onect $nien,
I veere elarr Bny eseet e {@ndancices were

rrevelont Sn e (el o preem k0 Tha Gopte vt

v

intenre interest v V¢ futuse 1:7e vere desiroeun

inwhrrd parity ir tVie vorld e or rreprrction for

vorsy
thpiyp
of

the

nert, The egrneet lpymen cesired to rfollow clogelr

in the rteps of desue Chriet in o wvorldly fge,

There wep sgrowins tendene~ tovrrce the darprt,

in » country whiech vior porrerced of » wonderfulls

egurble elimete; thins mrv Sa erid to form the fuel

of the rmonertiec roverient. ‘he mrteh vee sup plied

by the exrmple end influernce of the rreat t, Atonv.(2)

Spreed of monretlelisn:

The movenant srreed nulekly rnd rpyrerled to neny

lovers of tre spiriturl Yife, Hrrrack egtirmgtes the

nunber pryines "There =ust hy thed +4m6 (5400 ,0.) “eve

bren thousenis af hermite, n(3)

Eing =ayn:

By the Sth eond £th eenturies *heir fime
hrd (rFore out fnto rl) 1PNCe).,.e..
wrevellers rleo crme froe covntries ra fep

distenrt es Opein end Irelend ifnorder o vieit

the monrsteries, rnd en drigh ruide book:
for vieitorns to the Holw land of wéobin ir

7111 precerved fn the Hihliotheeua Nretionele

in ?f*rif‘. (4)

l, TIbid, ¥, 23

2, TIbid, 117, 69-7&

Se Ferneel, Nonrerticiam, b, 43
40 A .Ac ”in‘", I . ZA_F:




werley ir the Tourty carnturr naasvf?mjsm wes
irrorted from Epvpt into Syrie rnd the Upiertcl
lrnde, #t.ﬁ%gsi] bJ@pioﬂ it to fireek rnd Eurowr rn
iders rn3 neece. "t, Mtrrpectus errried it to
Wentern "urope. (1)

The affeact of monnrticiem

PFerneck nrve:

Fe who understrnds it will recornirn

how much there is to lerrn from it., MNayv,

he will be edble to leerrn from it not ee

from »n orronent but es from r friend; not

enly not to thre inlury of his evenrelicrl

stendpoint, but rrther to 1tr riventere,

Let ur then realz to rrin » true fpreeintion

of menrrticism,.” (2)

"Art, roetry, rcience, heve fourd in 1t s
ferternother, may the becinnineccof our eivilizstion
rre £ chepter from the history of monerticisn.”(3)

The Frryptiern pncherites svar in the wert vare
reclened st £l11 tirer or the riheres end modeler of
true Chrirtirn 14fc,."(4)

"Even to-dry, Lo ¢ertein herrte ~erry of the
vorld, ~onreticism mey indeed brine reege."(5)

The lrrt few centuries of herd strivins to live

curins derk roes; previour to the Lpvitisn modern

. ¥neyelopedir Hritrrniecs (1laf) Vol., 18 p, 483
Se Hrrneelk, 1 14

o Prrneek, i, 12

. Ibié, 1. 687

o Ibid, I, 115

R
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»




rénalsssgnce, 55?“ e rewe Writiag tv chufe t%a¥’fhe
Cy tic Churen i wn*’interestvd in misciogar: @nferpricoo,
Set "r’tfnjy w17 oRrT rrave uninet Judpremenise based Ny
§4roranne af eriieoh k"‘&*y a7 laew of ~tudy1?7 the ¢itugt-
fon in the Miccle Eert durtn~ the Medieva) Agses.,

The followine psrayrppks rre 051" e fow famples ol
the Coptie mieminrng, when corcditionn perwitt(ﬁg
theme the nirsionrry zorl 410 not dig *hen ocfir-
cunrtrncer chnnped; Then i1t wre imrorsible té go
outesicde tr e borﬁcrf the erforts continmued 4n the ot
Tields of notionrl rireciones to fresarve the faith,
Further resenrch would throw mor~ 1ight upon the fielde o
Coptie nmireions,

Earlvy missione:

The nirsionrrv moverment heren in Ervrt esrly
In the firet rtorn of Chrictirnity throurh tre first
converte, The book of thre scte of the fpontles
records the mircion of on~ emons the first evenrelinte,
er Alexendrinn men erlledApoollon, He worked in
Ephesus end Corint' sr » nirsionrrr prescher

(Aete 19:24, 19:1),
Clement of Alexrndrir dercribes tre mirsionery
rttitudes in thome drve prving:

The vora of ovr +c oher 034 not re-
~*in ‘n Juder rlone, -3 16 rhilorouhy in
Greece, but wes poured out over the vhole
univaree, persurdins Greels rnd herheriens
#like in the vrrious nrtione ené villrrer
ené citier, vinninc over vhole houreholér,




ane b trctn~ 10 ene truth ey indivtono
of these sy Wé- belicoved, as WQH & ot
8 T v Y Soeagrhese v (1)

Cror:ivod wiecctgne,

Tt ver pot ordr e peresnr® sor] vhick motivries roe
iréivicurlr to ~o on nmirsione, But, the follo'ir; voree
of Yurebiur prove tret 1t vrc en orerniced movement in the
chureh end fte Crtecheticrl rebool rryolntins the micerionerie
rnc the mirecion rielde,

“hiow £t thrt time there wre £ mrn of rreet vensvr tor
Terrnins nemed Pentrenur., Fe ﬁj9plPVﬂd cueh »réent love

prhk zerl Tor tre fivine voré trrt Ye ver ropointed ne tereld

of the gespel of Chrirt to the netions of the Enrest,” (2)

Trininchem efdp #It vee this srechool which sent
out mirrioneries vho eerried Christirnity to prrrn
tribes in Lybir, Prrygis, Sinei, Arebic Felir,
the Thebrid, rpd Urper Epvret,#{(3)

1l - In Tvbia;

Ae Merk vies horn in Pentnpolir {Cyrencice-Lybis ).
the tredition records rlmo <trt he prerched there,
I'1e succecsors rmurt hnve rcent Mirsecionrrien ta thairp
neirhbors on the North Eesst borders. Even we do

¥

not now itr errlv hirtor-, Yrrnaelk rsoves "But the

fret of Brrilicdes beine (Eﬂv;tivn)ﬂntropclitqn of

Clermrnt nf Alev, Stre-rt-. Vi, 17
—

1.
2« Burehiue, Vv, 10
Se Trininchrrm, Ie)le in the “uden 3 .50




Portr 5v4r o tne cawe ar Monreine of Alevenrrnir

&3 211 LU QLE T D N e

John of Erhesur vrites in rir hirtory:

"Amons the clerrsv 4in rttendrnce uron rore
Theoferius, 2 wer o rrescbytor nemed
Julirnus, rn @18 rrn of rrert worth, vho
concelved Pri errnest sririturl derire to
Christirniva the vonderins vaorle vho dwrell
on the erstarn horders of the Thebnir
beyonc FEevrt, end vho rra net only rublect
to the suthority »f the Romen ermpire,

hit even receive - subridy or conditior thnt
they €o not erter nor pillree Heovrt, 'U'be
bler-ed Julirnur, therefore, beipr full of
enxiety for thie reorie, vent rné spoke
about them to the lete Cueen Thaoﬁorn,

in the hope ofrvrkenine in her r cimilrr
derire for treir conversion, 3

John of Epherus recordes thie rtory in cdetrils
en¢ Triminchen concludesn: "Crrirtirnity wrr intyo-
cuced into the Cuder in the eivth econtury re o
definifﬁ nirefonrry erdgrvour of the Chufc“ of bLipgert
#n¢ vee the firet contrct of Chrirtirnity vith the
Negro reee,{4)

S - In Fthionir pnd Eritres:

"Christientty wre first introduced into fxum

from Eeyrt by merchrnts throush thrae comercirl snd

l, Yrrneck, "~jenrion of Uhrirtiﬁnftv, 1, 3D2

Priyieres of fleyr=dris (K50-"8) he were nt thie time

In exile $p Conct-ntinorle.

S. Jdohn of Ephesus, ¥ceclesireticr) Vi-t,. eyt ITT
(Lrrns. Ruie Smith) 1. 251

4. Trininghen, I, 49




\o&"f‘";ti’f' velrhtare sV 3Aal pxieted Wb onps bhp Eon

. AiperesSiny ordcdy Avieeeert iy eeo0 hirhop
for Fthiopir 4in £, 830 , 7re BtrTnapinns c-1led
their first birhop "Anhbe Srleme Kephete Herhen' the
"frthar of lLesce revesler of ligrt¥., It bheoeme r
title for ever: rucceedin~ hishorp,

£t tre herinnin~ of “ve gixth century 1.0,
Cosmrs Indiceploustes the Eprntiern nevipgetor confirms
thrt the court end country of Axum were mrinly

Christisna., (2)

4 w In Ind =5

Eurebiur agrve:

For trere werc, ves, aven still -t thet
tine, mrny evenrelistes of the word declirous to
contrihute en Anspired zorl, sfter the
renner of the eyortler Tor the increrse
rnd Puiidin~s ur of the Adlvine voré,

Fentrpur £leo virs one off trore . ond ie
wentioned re hevine porma to Indis (3)

5 « In 2Arrhim

Yernock refers to Furebius in sumrrivinr
Orirn%'s visit to frebie, anvine:

Oriren vrr 'novn porcorrclly by thet tire
to the rrebisn bisrkops, for rbout 215A.D, he hird
trrvelled re Prr R frrhie ot the recuect of the

Remen rovernor, before whom he 1043 his vievs.{Eus, HL.E

vi. 19) Lurebine further relrtese thet
£ rynoud ver held £t Eeelre 4, t0o vhich

Y. FTrininche y < s 40

. "he Chrietirn Tono§ro hy, od. MeCrindnl, rrizlyut
cpcictv 5. 120,

3. Burebius, 1. V. 1lv 4, In Ire~k,




re =

Uriren vag invfﬁe& and o7 whiteh ﬁﬁrvu@ Tke
Intrdlertu-l 1n-em, (1)

A T Turge

Turore soe s s e e FﬁXﬁt. Menv Cortr wer:
reported trevaline~ to Eurnje or relisioun rffrire tn nticnd
the eccumenfer) councils, or to maaet trc Emperors rnre rovorn
orr. Murine perrecuvtiors mrry vere sent thers for torture

ar exile.
"Therefore thevr thrt were serttered rhrord vant
everw vhore prenetine the vord," (2)

Lrone thore ) Brpnrels creas

Certrinly in Relricr the church wes

££i¥1 in r verr Fumble wer ehbut S00 A,D.,
Even by the openinrof the fourth contury,
the numbryr of members in this Ghureh vre
rrell, One 1ittle bhuildine sufrierd for

t eir vorshiyp down to 336A.D.,, nor vere
etern trken toverds tra ereciiorn of r novw
efifice ti1Y Athenstus gtryedthere, curine
hir hendshrent, (&

Hore rererret vork hrs 4o by dore 19 trece the rteps
of thre Fpyvitien mircionrricrs $r Luroy;e., Profecsor rtive (4
lectured lrst ve-r ebout some Coptic rnticuitics in v't. lor

of frrnce, r£pé three Cortile nertwre in Zuriech of Svitwzerisn

7 = In Irelnnd:
The treces of Cortie niessionrriens

n drelend

could be followed arrilv throurh the ctetemant of

1, V'rrnrez, 1. 301

2. Ffote, R34

3. Frrneek, i1, 40827

4y Y rofersor Aot Douriel ftive ie the Yresildent of the
Inctitute of Cortie “tudies =t Uriro rnd forrmerlw
errirmen of the feprrinent of hirtorr, Univerrity of
Alexendrin,




Ve T.. Loole:

“0“%9‘*o*rW\VMS a Patert Toraee in bt
roTovers ~”r1' areyve e 40 not knov ho-
N wWe_ g gt e yppee o € Yeor~its, Some
heve held 4v-1 1a ieh (‘}rwr‘.ﬁr"itv thr sragt

CIVITI £ 0 agert o2 the neplw mper Ir_pues
of errlv Irelené thrt rerinds one of sti11
eeriirst Christien remeinr in Kegrt, (1)

Fro: tre previons evemples ane cit-tionn, rome
chrrreterictics of the Cortic misctonryy enterrrire couléd
be coneluded:

1. It wee £ nturrl outcome of tre Chrictisn jarconel
commitment end deer spiriturl vitness of the Corte,
If reflected their love of srerifice,

2e It developed to rn orpenigzed moverient sponsorrd
by the institu*ionr of the church,

?. The Crtechetica] : chonl of ﬂ‘evnnvriﬂ
b. The monast {¢ frouy s,

Se Its £im wee the sprend of Chrictirnity $teelf rnd rot the
estrhlichrnent of Coptic churcrer rbrord, o ettemytrs to ume
the Cortic lengusge or Cortie mirde, ©n1¢ he trrcedin thaers
miercion fields. Hrnureripbs prove thet the vernreul er lencynp
ent netionel muric were used even in the neerest rields

of Fubir, Sudrp snt Ethioria,

4¢ Miesionrries vefe wot oert onl- to Afriecr, but

#lso to the continents of tre known vorid, Acie ond

e et e R .
l. Stenler Lrne Poole, The Ctorv of Criro 1, 62




Burone.

50 T"hew ﬁjf not tr- tn _!;J"(”"C}’; e Gat‘ (-'l’ ey Oty

e nampel s

£, Oriren d4d not vicit 4rohie — oo 1vere vre

cflresdy rn enterliehed eoryrer - cAcert vhen then

he vrn invitrd 4o help t'e hicho » there
P .

b. A thrneefus, even 0o fr~n ¢ gnad rhle nrersonrl {4

¢i¢ not concifer the weeltnenes of the ghurekr

»

in Belgles rr ¢ gond opp ortunity for him to wéeien

1t more br ertebliskin~ £ paw churech of hir

ovn, but rether haelred tre wesk to rrofrecs ond

to ercct a nev aditice,
G. Internel troubles €4 not hinder the rowoti on
of_nissione vhen It wur 1vornible, Veeley sey st
"% should be recorded trst in the very bitterest

reriod of the doctrinél'coftreversins, in the eixth

rerjod of the doctrinirl ecentury, the Erritiern Churer wes

ceigble of rmircionery enterprice, for in 57% Lonrinus
convarted to Christirrity the peoples of Huble.(:)

VII = The Ecurenicrl Couneils

By the berinnin- of the fourth eantury the
Christinrn Chureh fread crucicl dormrtie rrohlenrn,
A reriss of rrest thweoloriced corntroversien vhich

1 kédmrns 15: 26,
2. R. Mrxwell woollev, Cortie uificen, r, XIV




40,
£rook 1re ehuveh to 4te Tour " Son, Yk grecforst
ST AT ere MgS tte wererv of frinpe st g yene g rriect
Of rlevrrszfs [ But, "The frf.: -cpte yoac ercentinrlle
treelr, the rihenegien Frouy Fr-rtien, "(1)

A lexencrie rg 8 preet center of theelorierl
ftudles, rt thet timp; weg able to diecriminste the
feleeenars of the_héieaj. It heerme evidart thet the
Chrreh e ‘nneed of e cle~r def rition for the true
doetrinea,

In 320 A lexender the Yetrirrer of Alexmndrire

eummched e lotel council end Arius wrs excomrmunicrted,
but the hereny is not yat defericd but erresd in
other courtries, -

1. On the request or Alaxanﬁer, the first Chrirtien
lomen Ereror Co netpntine deciﬁoﬁ t5 er11 ¢ covion
eouncil of binhops to seek £ =01+t fon Tor rll nmrtters
in disyute. "Then thefirst ecuﬁnrioﬂl council vee held
orf 318 bishops et N;ooseg in AD, 6“k. The
council rererted a'cféedproposeﬁ+3 tre vhole
Church rc r cten@rrd of doctrine.

‘*he contribﬁtibh bfrihe Uoptie Church to this
Temous ecouncil neemﬁ unique, becrure:

£ = The =oct conspieuous eontrovrreirlint on the

e t——————

1. Worrell, i. 17.
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ftheprneiye Y g » o wred Soee A0 o oo cpetihEsT o o7

’
Pi--epeyie (Vrn) (1)
b. 3?‘."' nerove ;v_hv‘tir—:‘\_ ]’_)jf_;h() TR o2 c‘, 1"1‘1." TC?"‘,"."‘T!:U‘?\\'P

for their menlv protent rerinet enforcing celibrey on

the elerrv.{2) DButcher rlro s~ve: "The Errptirn Birkhop
¥Yeyhnotiue, vho ves P monk.., nede rpoeernact protest eorcinet
csuch fn interferaence with Chrirtien liberty,. (3)

c. Tre corneil recipned tre Coptic irtriereh of
Llerendrir to determine the Grte of Erfcter verrly
recordins to the rule rerolved by the council,
rnd to rnnounce the dete to the other churchoes,
"Acs the mort lerrned bvofy rr-rent et the Council of
Micoser, it uee riven futhority to determine the
cyret Gev Tor the celebrrtion of ~reh sucearsive
Mﬁstnr."‘(é)

The Tolloweres of rAriur ecortinurd to yroprrrte

thedir herrecy, but Atheneciue econcrercted ARl his
efforte to prererve the Urtrodox frith. #in auffercd
erile rnd henjeshment monv times, £e hero ond
defender of tre Trith the ter-s "Ticene® rnd
vithenerien” becrme eauivelent,

Seheff introduces hinm caying:
P ——
1. Enevelopedir Britennicr vol, 9 Y, 90
2., Ihid. i, 90

3. Tutcher, I, 146
4, Torrell., i. 17.




’ f'%frrr"nr- S t}\c t-‘3 (r"lﬁg c&" e “7—
Fraetredrrtieed cortor, .. 6‘30\/\*’ U”’\\C"\ tt\ﬁ,
N*ﬂQW{oﬁL*vvoiﬂj...hlzﬁgmmtnqg WS

dnir 0 L B 3 T ahalal] Uy jtecelf

in 'GQ/\FF" v inge F’T‘d f‘ ey eh 5} af vinpleroe

prrinet miomAT errars oy ajawnyﬁ the friericd
pmuTt. (ftheneslus cortes TEwt o, rioouniue eortre

fthenesius ) is r ‘fT]—““ﬁ'" sentirent vhieh
ctrikinrlvroyprerees Lic Troeorlecs ipAec: andence ric
irmoveble £idrlits “o Yir rarvietionc. (1)
o, The seeond courcll wrre vwele of Y50 bighkopes
rt Connatrntinople in A D, 311, It enlrrgee) the
ﬁicone\conforosaion of the kolv Spirit, !r orincition
t.o the herarv of Mecedoniour.
%, The third council of 200 hirkope, wee held rt
Epherus, to condenmn the tareh inp of Restorius in

A.,D. 43). 'Yhere Vooley £rvwe. "Phe chrmypion of
Urthodoxy heins the rrerd ¥etyierre- of Alexnmndrie
Cyril. (?:)

4, ‘The fovrib couvnell wes surmonded by the enperor
nerelen A JDe 451 rt Chelenfion, Tnfortunrte}y it
wee enrcluded by tho cehiem of the Churc‘ies r ro-
enlt of jolitierl rretors motivetines thre jrefudiee
of the tvo prrticn, ‘the crre Vnr the yrenlt of
frithful lovrlty to the vorce of the previour
courcils npd treir haroes Athenesius rnd Cvrile It
hecrn bv mirunderctendings the maeninee of words, but

)ovnlopnepf*vrwrrﬁr tn Fome nowp]iﬂ@tﬁé theoriec.
voolev saves "The Copte eluns *o Cvril =né his
Y Tohrit, Vol. III ¥I' A35-6

2, twoollev, I, VIII



Lepevipe, »oeluead o apoePf the Vo nfl o Uhr dmeign,
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f:‘f‘,(" ‘,v- #"‘\,ir lcvyalfxr 4~ (k_}ril('n QO’#,' Ve e

4

Lol c- mong hyritice i dreenddne 4t, (1)

mhp CO’[{'S A ah4ls rr\ngr-(’ e f‘ﬂll{’)‘;‘,‘f‘f'!‘» or ??I}‘t:fc}'\(*!~'
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mnf Monorhredtiom » oo dreerited drod the depins) of the

hunnonity of Chriect, Rarlly the tvo recusrttons

hrye no herdrs 4n the Coptic theodo~v, (2)
"Thev (Copts) hrve rlrrrs condenned Kutvehes.
Dioscoron (the Yrtrirrech of Alexrnérir) veknrlno

conderned rrnd fdejonnd rt tre council, but $t ir to

be notieceé thrt 1t wvre not for r heresy, but bercrure
he hro  dirobeved the ckPnons of the holy fathers. (3)

o from this tinmo formrrd the cortie Vhurch han plwrvs
refured to recornize the Uouncil of Chnlcedon.,

VIIT Aftrr Choleed nt

The daeponition of J'inscoros rmad Lye irvoeition
of £ "alchite (Creek).yptriprch upon ?ert, criised
rany troubles vhich led to the develorment of ¢
netionmlirtiec rovenent, ~rin the Yorte fell under

scvere perrecutions, but this time, fro- the

im,erir)l Chrirtisns.

1, Ibicd, }. XII
2. A} r oreny vriters rti11 mifeuncerstend Manophysitien
re tre Contie CGhurch beljevers 1t, chepter *vo of

theelins w111 de~1 vith it.
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o tYe UV rYenda e faa 1r, &c? ;)Q Tel 1o
Tueed, ther-fore Jhccinfoe at o o rengt o
Priviree! peoed Prod (F.0, 477), e Ly tiene,
V\U ._,wvu}.’ ,-.:}!‘11’ ook --nn«),-.n-'—-n }-1'1-3’ ,cnr? frbrqth o ‘Li"r’,(}
until v Qrey cannne o (2.7 739) there veye tro Pr-
trirzere <rn Tecert Do tve Ielkite (1.0, Jroerielict)
e oecen: fed tre tYrope inAlevendrir, but vhore
Futhoriti e over the jeole vre p deed letter,
wefne recornited only by the rennentn of the
Hyzentine Church; rnd thae Monophyrite, rcodorius
rnc¢ hie suceessors, vho 1ived rt the mone~tery of
Niﬂtriﬂo (1)0

Perercutior or Cortic Urrirtiene W 4%e grriesn]
Urthodox (CGreeis) perty, vith tre kE~peror's pover
behiné then, botF in the reirn of Justininien rnd or
his sucenrrorn, left r rrnklins rerentment thet
rereirtnd for mrnv genergtions (2

From thet ti~ec onverd tke church of revpt tried to be i-
nédependent from everv tregh im@ﬁct aven the eculturel,

A P reeoult of thie netipnnlicste movement the
Cortic Yiterrtrre flonrirtead in relirious rs
vell £s saculsr fields, |
It rhould be nmentiorecrare th"t}ro“ﬁ ﬁbitrrr
wronrly use tre ‘erm Jecohitan 1o identifr the Copts,

“he Jreohites sre the Syrien Monophveiter vho sre

erlled =5 rfter their birhor Jreoe Brredreus

le Trinttnohes, Ielefm Snotmdrn, 1. 52,

»

e Lrovee, i, 46
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vrerrmins cr7 Areapraet, (1)

I, "%e "reh tonnyact:

The fiftk end rf<th eenturice medo of Keynt o
brttle field re £ rerult of thre doctrinel controver-y
hetveen the Hroentine governors rné the netive Corte,
This wee followed hv fmrortent events,

l, yerecirn eonouest:

In the eerly womurs af the reverth centurv tre
Yerslene inveded Epyit A, 619, It Tell vithout
# corflict. After 10U yerrs of Perrien doninion the
succers of Hereelius restored Lewrt to the Komen Empire,
rnd for £ time i1t rrrin recaived s Greek governor,
£8 £ revgnre the Creeks perrocuted the Contn severelr
rné expelled {“veir Prtrirreh.,

Criffith expleines the rarrons of thie doeline
ﬁsying. "he deecline of rKrvrpt wee due to the purely
nilitrerv rovernment of the komrnr, rn7their sub--
ﬂenueht #llienee vith the Greel: prriv of sAlexrndrir
which never reprerented the country. (2)

2s The Areh invaﬂioqi

Towrrdr the epd of A3, sn nr-v of 5000 men

wre rent b the eeeond enlirh (mer froe tuprie to

1. teher, Vol, I, i, 331,
Ze ¥nevelopedir Britennier, vor, X, i. ou,

*



of the prophet; end offered thes the usual choice -
to emnbrece Islam or to pay the special pool tax -
(giziag) levied by the conquerors on all non-Muslins,

In the treaty he wrote.,.,"this is the amnesty
which ”Amr~Ibn-E1-As" granted to the people of kisr,
&3 to themselves, their religion, their goods, their
churches and crosses, their lands and waters; nothing
of these shall be meddled with or minighed,”(1)

This promise was kept strictlyduring the time
of Amr., He dealt his Juutigealike to theﬁxolkites
and Monophyzites, So the native Egyptians were
ready to acknowlgdge that theywere better off under
the non-Christians than they had been under the
Chalcadoniens, (2) B

The capital of Lgypt was transferred fronm
Alexandria to Misr, (gusgat-The~?ent), close to the .
fortress of Babylon end not far north from the old Lgfptiaa
capitelMMemphig.

Conversions of Copts to Islanm were ab first
TAre, ... In order that the Arab element in agypt
might be atrongthengd a colony of North Arablans
was sent for aﬁ*planted hear Bilbeis.(3) Frou
634 to 656 Arab tribes setled in the valley.(4)

1., F, Petrie, ed., A histdry of Ecynt in the M

aﬂgagis, Vol. €, by Stanley Lane-Poo e,
£, Butcher, P, 376
S. Encyclopedia Britannics, Vol, ¢. P, 83

4, Vorrell, r, 31,
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Some writore pentiorerruc co e Petytlerar,
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“he rarderc think thst he is the Coptic one. o

make clerr his hintoricel rerlity, Lutler identifies

him re: "Crrus, ithe Fukeuksns, the Viceroy cof et

nnd imperiel Petrierrch of Alexrendrin, (1) As to Fir
rttiluden tov#rﬁn the Conts tre seme ruttoritv crve “Corue
h#d not chrnred hirs cherenter re rych-rremy of the

the Cortiec rrith.(2)
3 = 4he role of tre Copte in the conauest:

The esrinces of the Arab connuest led rome
oheervers to recune tre Coite pesumine thet the
Tueutes viee p Coptsided with the rrebs rnd thet the
cortrs briled trerm £ Enlivvrorﬂ rrﬁ'rfnénraﬁ thewm A&nrv
reolntrnee,

In rerly roole ~nd other seyg, “The rotion
thrt the sfrrh Iinveders wore welecomed end ercaistec b the
Corte, ériv¢n to derrerrtion bw the jpersecution ot Cvrus
cibesras to re refuted by the feet thrt the invredere trereted

totk Copte end nomens with the erme ruthlencnesse.” (3)

1. £1¥red d, Butler, "be frrh Conavest of Eevrt, 1. 217

2. Ibvid, 1, 251,

3« Eneveloped s Britennics, Vol, IX, I, 9V,



Arabs.,. At the best hic (Cyrus)could only

expect thst the Copts should Wateh in aiillon
&llofrecs the strugrle between two allen and
equally detested powers,"(1l)

Butler slsc sdds "Finally the charge is in
direct entagonimm to thestatement of the nesrly
contexporary John of Nikiou, who says that theCoptc
did not lend only ary aid to the Nuslin forces until the
enemy had teken possession of Fayum and all its
territory."(g) _ _ .

The resal reaction of the conquest upon the Copts,
who fust cuffered ten year:z of hopeless misory
under the sword of Cyrus, could be.as Butler inter-
prets seying ",,, &nd they regarded the edvent cf
theﬂMuslima &8 & plague sent by divine vengeance
upon their persecutors. "(3) )

4~ Under the Arabs:

- -

Anr the Arab leader and conqueror of Egypt,
showed the Copts & good will; emlarged on the friend-
ly diapogition of the prophet Mohammed towards the
Copts, in virtue of theirtraditional kinship thm ugh
Zagar, the Egyptian mothervor Isamel, the ancestor

1, Butler, PP 52-3

2. Butler, Arab Conguest, P, 211
3., Ibld, P, 182,
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of the prophetj and offered thes the usual ehoice -
to eibrace Islam or %o pay the special pool tax -
(gisish) levied by She sonquerors om all mon-Muslins.

In the treaty he wrote,..."this 1s the mmesty
which "AxreIbu-EleAs” grawted $o the pecple of Misr,
as to themselves, their religionm, their goods, their
churehes snd crosses, their lands end uatarui nothing
of Shese sball be meddled with or minished.®(1)

This promise was keps strietlyduring the time
of Amr, He dealt his justicsalike to the Nelkites
and Monophysites, 3o the native Egyptisns were
ready $o ssimovledges that Sheywers beter off under
the now«Ghristians tham they had been under the
Chalocadonisns, (2) .

The eapital of Egypt was transferred from
Alexsndria %o Misr, (FustateThe-Temt), close %o the
fortress of Babylon and wob far worth from the old igyptim
eapital Memphia.

Conversions of Copts to Islan were ap first
rare, «.¢ Im order that the Areb element in igypt
might be stromgthemed a eolowy of North Arsbians
was sent for aw plamted near Bilbeis.(3) From

634 to 656 Arad tribes setled im the valley.(4)
M -
1. ?Q’r."i‘. ed,, A Ml

 yol. 6, By sea
La s ? 378 i
5. Eneyslopedia Britammies, Vol. 9. P, 93

L %n'u, P, 31,




2wt Im the lomg ru» of tlie the nsture of the
frob occupstion hed clianpec fro.. vist hud originelly
bgeﬂ intezéed.“ The competition of taz collectors
gnd the greediness of rulers for rioney mady the
burden unbeerable for the Copts, untll they revoltod
wany times, I'ew exemples could reveal the conditions
undar Ehich the Copts livgd in themﬁiddle Ages.

Under the Umayyads in the 7 and Eth conturles
the Coptic gonks were brandgd on the hand for Eaxa?ion
purposes, gnd depriveé of one hend 1if caught unbranded,
Churches and their contents weroe destroyed. Later
on all Copts were braded on the hand.

In the 8th contury all Copts were required to
placec Zx wooden gergoyles outsido thoir doors, and to
wear speclal yellow garnants, _

In the 11lth century the insane governor "Al gakim”
ordered &ll Christians to woar a five pound wooden cross.
Meantime ho ordercd the Mosleas nmot to cat coertain kinds
of food which he lgked. _

The Mamluks irn the 14th century ordar ed the
Christiens to wear blue turbens, Panetlcs destroyec
" nmost of the principal churches of igypt. Christians
wore forbldden to ride horses or mules, or even
asses unlsess thoy sat facing bacluard., A bell had
to be worn about the neck when entering & coumon
bath.(1) .

During these centuries thore were also

Feric&g af tglarance under soss rulers such as the Petlmid




5 0.

(2L0-1171), Ar=slc soyes _

There word tiLer vwher theyr (Copis)
rcse to positilons of rroat gfiflucnce and
liportencs in the stett, They £11led the
posts of 'secreterics gnd scrives in th3 -
covernuient offices, Ter.icd the taxes and in
88iic cascs muassed enoreous woalth. The
cnrials of Thelr church furnish us with
wany Instances of acclestlamtics who were
held in Hghi favdr of consideration by
the reigning princes of the country,
under the rule of many of whow the Christ-
lens enjoyed the utaost tranquility. (1)

Ko furxs: _
During the rule of tho Turks 16th-18th centurk s
Conditions in igypt went from bagd to_worsest.
In 179€ Nepoleon occupied A}exandria and moved
to Cairo and Upper Egypt. But in 1801 the French

evacuated Egypt. The native Ch:istians becane

-—cms  a -

Napoleon was the begimming of sciontific invoestigetion
of the Egyptien past,

ohamzed Ali was_en adventurer from A}bunia,
who lolned the Ottoman campaign in bzypt in 1803,
As an Embitious“officer,mhe had himself naued the
Ottoman representative in kgypt. In 1805 he gained
control of Egypt. succeeded by mombers of his fanily,
for 150 years., The lastof the Dynasty was ex-ling

Fero uk .

- - -

".hen Fohamsed All first took the reins in Lgypt he

-

found that the manwho was In charge of

L., Arnola, Yhe Preachings of Islen, P, 107




all the statc effelrs weo Ibrahil. 1 Giuury 4 coute
Gne Lo el thic an Lils chief mecerotory or grend
Vizier,"(1) ‘itcr tls ceath, he wuas followed by
enother Copt. Loter in ti.o of sald end of lsneil,
the Copts continued to fil} similar posts. _
The British ocewpation (1862-192ZZ) changed
this poliey by tho_oxclusion of Copts from hirh
govermmont positlions and creating emaity between
Copts and Moslags.. Butler tge fazous British guthor
wroto. "But it is huallieting and sad to reflect
thet rrigndly unlon of Copts and lioslens was pract-
ically en achieved result before the British occup-
ation of Lgypt, andthat it has been destroyed by
the policy of the British Govermaent.(Z2)
bhen the natonalist novement Wes awakened after
the first world wer to gain Independence for
Egypt, the lopts shared in 1t enthusiastically
rendering efforts end sacrifices alike to those
“of the Mosleaus.

XI~ The Kew Rarine

- -

on Jﬁ}y 23, 19&Z, Lgypt started a new revolutiog
towards "Unity, Dlscipline and Work", The revolution

carried out by a handful of army officers, was a

1. Leeder, liodérm Sons of the Phredhs, P. 333
€. A, Butler, scnool and Soclcty In The Valley of
the Nile. P, 48,




vlew arainct the corruption of paliyicgl pertics ond the
soclal iﬁjxsticu. Lou levie have Leen 1ntr9duced to L prove
social and cecone ie canlition: in the country, ¢speclalliy b
the Agrarian Refor.. Law which ¢naad the feudal syste.c.

To secure unity and cooperation“of the elenants
of the lgyptien nationl the governuort is trying to
rliménate relipious fenaticls: and replace it with
& sensc of equality and lovo for all religions. To
egucate the rastes in this spirit, posters in st-oets
and other neans of publicity are Propageted every
whege.”Ons of the postors is a picturc of a church
standing basidg & nosque, with the words "Religion
is for God - and the Country 1t for all", (sll
Inhgbitants of any religon). _ . _

The Governmegt is establishing friendly relations
with the church in every opportunity. In the
acadenic yeer 19L3-04 Christian educationﬂbucomem
compulsory in publéc schools for Christisn studénts.
A freat progress and refornm if expectod for LEgypt
Tfrom this”promisgng revolution,

XIII. Conclugion:

-~

Christlenity had spread rapidly in Lgypt
85 8 result of historica}, geopgraphlcal and soc{al
factors. It developed uniquely undor torture end
porsecution that deeply influenced the peoplets

Immer relipious 1ife.



Thoyctucicd Clrdotian 10y 2piritally co v ol
6l philosonhicelly and in scholerlg. Tuly To.g:w-
cble "Cetuchicticel @ chool” Lins contribuied too
uch o the wanic chursh. N .

Thelr love of practicling virtucs and desi*g _
for perfection led thoau to the lifg“of modia?ion and
asceticliam, the effect of which canmot be denlec.

The samo zeal of practical Christicnity otivated
them towerds a mlsiion enterprise, national ané foreig.
~ Their church quickly begame 1ndigenous,”an
integral part of the Loyptien 1life, developing c
vernaclar Christian literature, _ ~

The role played by their fathers in preserving
the faith during persecutions or during the generel
counclils nade thom very loyal to those Fathers,
clinging to them to the depree that they werc mis-
understood and sccused for their lonophysitisi,
_ Lgein for their loyalty to_thelr church and their cou-
ntry theysuffered greet pains 1n a cheain of
persecutions which lested t111 the 19th century.
This agcludéd them froa the world as they were
striving to preserve their suffering church for
abolishnent,

This 1s the Coptic Church whichco®e today out
of 1its shell of peins unchanged, uniodified, as a

hidden pearl or & living mnuseu. of gonuine Christienity,




Caronslory I r-mi

Anclont L ryptle-c Ci00-L10 .0l (1)
Peralears LI0=000 B.C.
Groelis (Ptoleuaic) GOLw=30 DeCe
Nlomans . _ B.C. 30
Christienity in Egypt 40 A.D,
Schis 451 AJD.
Aredb Congueat 630-
Lerly Caliphs (of Arabla) 640-65¢
Uizoyyads (of Ddmascus) G58-750
£bbagid™ (of Baghdad) 750-568
Eulun end Ikhshid £68-9369
Patimid 969-1171
Seladin 1171-1193
Ayyubids < 1193~1£50
Hamlukes 1£60-1517
Ottoma Turks N 1517-179¢
French (Hapoleong 1798-1601
Mohaied £11% & Dynacty 1805-1952
Dritish occupation loEL«1328 (2)
Rew Regiue 1882

-

1. Broasted, roachos back to date of the 1st Dynasty
to 3400 B.C. , but Petrie, reaches Tt to 6510 B.C.
F'or detalls sec incyclopedis Britammica, 11lth ed.
vel, 0, P, 79, - T -

£, Lgypt was granted independence on 2/26/19223 biit
tHe British ariiy stayed t3 protdct the Suez Canal
until 1954 when evacuation began,
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CiunPT I I1

DOSTHILAL £1D ,.0CL: 1457TICLL BACKEGROULD

Thi cinof thls chapizr ic only to give &
brief anc¢ pereral idss of scme doctrince of thoe Coptic
Church, as & baclkground to whet willbe mentioned of

it In dealing with the history and program of Chris tien

Education,

4 book of Coptic catechism begins with the follo-

wing stateaent:

"It 1s deranded of the Christien to believs
sincerecly, within his heart and outwardly, in Jesus
Christ, following Hls teachings end avolding His
prohibitions, according to tie guldance of His Holy
Church entrusted with His excellent Evangelical Law,
thereforc becuming thedepostory of Histeechings
glven through His faithful Apostles,'(1) _

Siriply 1t records the words "believe in Jesus
Christ" without deta}ls,mbecauso }t is obvious thurourh
all the prayers, himns end lections of the Church that we
believe in Hin as thoe Zon of God our Lord and
Savior., For exarple every 1itany“in the liturgy
and other sacramental sorvices concludes by the

following prayers,

Lo -

1, Hegowzenous Philotheos Ibrahinm, Translated by
Miss 'Lris 1 Meri,
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S Y LV gom o cur Lord and .
Qo6 are vur avi o T G oLk rough whooo the siorg
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and the honour and the doi.inior is due unto Thec,
ith #in anc the Holy Spirit tho giver of life
and consubstential with thee, new and ever and unto
the ages of the ages., Amen."(1)

The sourcesg

There are three sources for the belief of the
Coptic Church, and these sources sre glsc those for
the bellef of all churches of Apostolic {oundttion:
1.~ The Holly Scrigtures: . .
& )The 0ld Testamentmwhich was transleted into Coptic
from the Septuagint. It includes alsoc the
Wlsdon, Baruch, Maccabess, together with the Deutero-
canonlcal Books of Tebit, Judith, and the edditions
of Daniel end Lster,

b)The new Teste..ent,

e Tradit}og

-

S. The Cenons of the .cuaenical ancd Local Council
which were held before the Council of Chalcedon,
The Coptic Church did not change 1ts theolpy
and doctrines received fronm the early Fatle rs and

the Councils, In an article on "Copts" in the

T, Toc prayer of Thanusbiving. “"Coptic Offices"
by I s M ’ll\)llea, P. ‘a




e oo te e, 4'.._‘7' O N R T
30 LR VS & "Sincc the sceventh corlury Lo Tl i_c
Church .&s been so isolsted ez to be 1ittle in-
Iluoﬂceu by chenges uffacting other comaunions,
ansegueﬂt;y it reasins in aeny respocts the noet
ancient wonuient of primitiverites end cera:onies
in Christendonm,”

Feitht

- -

~ Falth means to belicve withthe heart anda _
confo§s withthe tongueuall that was revegle d in the
Heavgnly Seriptures, and alyhough its rovelation is
beyong our natural comprehensidn, Yot weo belleve it,
convinced of its truth, because it comes from God, Lho is
sbsolutg Truth,

God=Trinitvs

-v -t

We believe in God tho Most High, the itoemel
{(l.e.vithout beginning), the : Lverlasting (i.,c, wvitbout
end), +ho glone is absolute porfection. ~
Thet mcanc lic alone is coripletely perfect, snd lics
nd as.ociate In this perfection, He 1s sclf-cxistert,
end absolutely Hely. He 1s All-Goodness, £11- _
Giv}ng,ﬂAl}-Highty, Ommipotent, A11-31§e, Oznisclent,
Trangcendent, Whose wéll is suprene, unto Whon all
Glory, =all Majesty, and all Dominion, the Simple ang
the Incouprehengible, the Near-unto-everyone,

end the Origin of &l1 life.
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Crlonbolanec, (o0 £uf &l te ghe e Iypoctasce:

-

Dovier, tho ooy, o L v pirit,

.NTney ore only Onv; ol Luwy are God, Els
vternul Lord, and lis Lioly Spirgt; and these though
they be throe, ozch having definite attgibutOs,myet
are they one, there can be no separation between Gog,
His Word, and His Spirit, in essence,

The creation:

- - - -

God creatod all things out of nothingness by
His own will gnd by themnajesty of His power. lie
regulated thean by lis Unsearchsble nisdom,”andmbles ed
them ir His Goodness, He created then to no end
unto Hizself, for He 1s not in noed of anyone or
anything; ogly liis Infinite Kindness necossitated
His creation of them., He ever watcgesmthem, guldec
thea, enc carcs for then with His Infinite wisdou,
reguleting their cycles, anc distributing His anlifold
giftsuanogg thgm.

The incarnstion:

-y -

The Lternal Son, the second Godhead, becane
Incarnate, of the Holy Spirit énd the Virgin Hary,

becoming Man, for our salvation,

-

God sent His Angel _Gabriel to the Virgin,

-

electod for the fulfilaent of this Mystery, announcing
to her the Good News of the birth of the kternal,




Sor Ire o ey, withuuzmﬁq =Totieneys And no pounor
€ld shc cceept this Iamincii Lt o, than the lioly
Spirit overshedowed her, proparisg ke r for the _
Sacred Childbirth. Thercupon the ¥Worg came down

ints her sanctifiedﬂwomb, taking a“stainlgsa“and

pure body, completing 1t with an understandingmsoul,
unting Hie Divine Nature with both this body end
soul, irn a nysterious way, gltogether 1ncompre: 5
hensible to us. He wag borneminmner woub for nine
months, wnille she was a virgin end she remained g

virgin .

- - -

"Unifing His DivineﬂHature with both body &nd
sai 1" meens, that the Son of God took huyman form,
1.0, humag body and soul, and made 1t one, in g
complete gndmintagrgl oneness, without zixing, )
nor fusion, nor change, £nd this integral union
He made into e_completc entity, ing vory special
nannor, with one nature, one will, and one actlon,
1.0, the Gnly Begottovl Incarnote, Son, | o
This honourable union can be likengd to the Union
of soul and body, because the soul is an .
impalpeble, spiritual e8leaont, while the_body is an
eartly, material element, and by their union .
githout Somm}nglingl they formmong person, uéth ore
nature and one éssgnce. This union of body and
soul in eévery huuan being, ismonlg a faint pictare

of the union betweon the divine and human in the




In {hlc eomee ot tur osgays, "ihis is Ll
One Wi Ly Goc, Hic iz ..o ~on_of God by thamSpiriE and
the Son of lien by the flcsh, not that the One _Bon
hes two naturest one worshipped and the other not worshippd
but One nautre to the liord of God Incarmate, Who 1s wor-
shipped with His body in singleness of worship,"

While St, Cyril seys, in his eplstle to
kbuloglus, the priest of anatgntigoplej "For w6
Join the two naturcs in unison, and confese One Chrisi,
One Son, One Lord, One Incernatc Hature" s e .
"Where a real unity is effected, thore can be no
separation, thus there 1s one Christ, with One
nature, which is the Nature of the Vord made Flesh."

It 1is sufficient to mention what the Father Hia-
aelf seld concerning the Son, on Tuwo ocea ionsg
The first et the Baptima, and the second at the
Transfiguration, (Hatt, 3:117) (xatt. 17: 12)‘§hen
He proclaias: "Thir ic 1y beloved son”, Anc
the Apostle declagesxn"But to us 1s but One God,
the Father, , . end One Lord, Jesus Christ ., , "
{ X Cor. 816 ), and 1t 1s evident that the Christ _
wee not baptized, nor transgigurgs, excopt while in
flesh, and the Father's witnessing cannot be but for

one person, not two,(l)

- -

1, Father Philotheos Ibrahin A booi: of Gontic canonian




U DAL eerl L miiong aricine fro o
alffcvrones af opinmicw o0 - . to the Dopaa
relating to the Two Notures of Jesua Chris t,
unhappily separated the Church in Egypt fron the
Greci: Church, The former Church mceused the latter
Church of soparating the Two Hatures of Jesus Christ,
Hhile“thg lattor Church accused the former Church
of denying His Hunanity and holding thatmthe Divine
nature absorbed the Huyman Nature according to the
hcgosyﬂcf hutyches. The Coptic Church howevgr also
condeans the heresy of Lutyches while sho consgiders
&t the same time that Dloscorus is g saint,

All the Coptic Mediseval Theologiens are agroeed
that butyches was & heretic, Among then Tor example,

Severus Ibn Al Kuquaffs (Hiftoire des Conclles,
P.O0.T. VI. Fasc. 4149,93) and Aby Ishaq Ibn Al

Assal,“in chapter 9 of hismworg (Fungamentql

Doctrinc and Dorua) he mentions anong the names of
the hgret}csmand their heresies the nagno of Lutyches
of Constantiniople. _ _ _
Dioscorus followod tho Eeaching”and goctrines
of hig predegessors 55. Athanasius and Cyrul who
confessed "One lNature of God the lord made filesh",
He followeg also the teaching of the Cospeli where
it is sald "And the vord became Llesh" (John 1:114)

ané "Orest 1s the nystery of pletys God was manifested,
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coe puriector ciotoes in ‘il concern, that tl.
Copis 1- the Council oI Caricolon “tyeyﬁwqfo coxzlttiec
to a foriz of monophysitic. wilthout intending 1it,
though not to that foru of a monophysitism as taught by
Eutyches whon, indeed, theyﬂgondamn.z (l)ﬂ

The Archimendrite Yuhanna Hazbun Deen of the
Greck Orthodox Church &t Tante 1804 wrote under tho
titlo "The Relation of theCoptic and Groelk Crihococs
Churches” stating that "... the differonce between
the two churches 1s in words end mot in neaning”,

He concludes saying "Therefore their belief is our
belles andﬂthere is no disagreement betwoen us in dogna
and substagce but in accideqt:" (2)

I meanmby;thesemquogatiogs to correct some
rnisunderstandings mentionedmin some boolks sbout
the Honophynige.belief saying: thag thamCopts accopt
only the Divine Hature of Christ end deny the Huaan
Raturel which 1s gbviously;not rizht.

In swmarizing the Honophysite Bollefl of the
Coptic Church, I quote the words of Dr. é.j. Butler
"es._not however denying eivher the huuenity or the
dlvinity of our lord, but sleging that out of the

two natures aros¢ a single nature,” (3)

T, "Rites and Cermonies of the Coptic Church”, in
The pegtern Churches gquartely, Vol, Vii., Ho. G,
PP 075-5 -

Lo Yas & Abd 1 Massih, The Feith and Practicesos




Lol o

E. s . . A P LI .- . ,
S .- . . by LRI PR SR o o d t(lu {JJ‘)t‘iC

Jucew; stetest

The Coptic onvyieh professer that whilst
the Tuo Batyurts o unitcd In Twme Person
Vithout fusiss or avscrptlion, noverthelesgs
nS separctiofi must be mhde betuwoen thd Mo Matures
end that Being united in complete onénes.,
the actlions of the &ne Rature pertain to
the other Heture, and that what befall
the one Naturo befall alss the other Nature,
This dofme will be best understood from the
following example, If & plece ol iron -
heated to White heat be struck on the envil, it
Is the iron which receivos the b1ldw, "but
not the white heat, thougl the iron and
the white heat forma an indivisible whole,

And so also at tHe cFuclfixlon of Jesys Christ
thought the Divine ang Hunan™Netures vore
indissolubly uhited in the One Persgon of

JosuE Christ on the Cross, yet 1t %ias the
Humen Bature &lone that suffered and in no
wige the Divine latwe,(1)

The Sacrymepts: - _ .
"Continuously since thedawn of Christienity

The CopEs seem to have acknowlgdged seven canonicel

sacraments, nenely baptlgm, confirmation, eucharist,

penance, orders, matrinony and unction of the sich."(2)
"# church eacrement 1g dofineg as a;holy act

through“which the believe§ recelves &n Invisible

£raco under the form: aof en outwarg simn, viesible

or audible; instituted by our lore Jesus," _

YThe sacraments of baptian, confirmstion,

pénance, holy comynion ere necescary for evory

-

1. The Falth end Practices of theCopt ic Church. P,17
e Butler, vol. II, Pp. e6g,
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Voo inhine s ore noeer ary In g seercaont,
&) its proper ssttep (core vat.r in boptis:)
b) & properly ordained priest or bishop,

¢) the invocation of the Holy Spirit withthe form
of words, whereby the Priest censecrates the
Sacrauent by the powdr &f the Holy Spirit,” if ho
bave the definite intention of sonaccrat ing 1t."(2)

l - B&gtismjmizﬂ the sacrarient throush which e pcrson

is born sgain eng accepted inte the nagbership or
the church efter being fmaerged in water throe times
in the nme of the Fathor, the Son and the

Holy Spirit. (Johmn 3¢5 )Matt, 28118,

I% is tho first sacranent; thargfore it must be
received by believers bcfgre they can rocelve any
other saeramont. Itmis onec beptils: so it coula
not be repeated agein to the sanoe person., (“ph. 4:8)
The church boptises the infung. Lvery child who is
baptlssd zust have a god perent, ma%ﬁ or fexzale,
to help the parents in nurturing hin in the
Christian life,

-

Z. Confirmetion;: 41g tho sacrasent through which the

-n - -

1.Father Marcus Dioud, Xemlocrephed notes on the Sacraments
P73 o
. Incyclopedia of Relirion and wthics,V1. X. P. 902,




peldevir I pronlal 200 £IOL of tho Lolw Splirit

Vi clomo eom oenmfir L Lt L w4l mewn 1ife civen b

hi- T.orounk bapt_“; e

Confliraetion 1s aduinlctored directly eftor
baptism. The laying on ofﬂhundﬁwas replaced in
the serly church by the unction of the holy oil

(Chrigm}. {Jolm 23120, 27)

-

5- Panance or repentance: The believer retums to

God after confessing his sins to the pgicst truly
repending {roxz &ll his v ars. According to the
power glven by Christ to His ministers to absolve
all sinmers who truly repent and believe in Hiz,
(thnﬂ20:22:23) the ponitent geceives forgivenes:
of sinsmwyen he comes repenting and confesging.

Penance 4is called & "spirigual nedicine",

[P

8¢ 1t 41¢ achieve§ throuch personal relections-face

to fece - botween the priest and the believer,

in grderﬂthnt thg penltent can get his spigggnal
counselinguto conquer his temptations, solve his
problens and lead a holy l1life. I% takes place
nomally in the churie, bub could be anywhore 1f tho
need nrises,

-4 -

4= The Holy Communion:

Through this sacraasent we eat the blessed body of
our Lord and dr}n; His preclous blood under the for:m

of breasd and wine, (Cor, I, 11:1C3-25)
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S=Thic Unction of ¢34 Jlooe

_The priest“anoints the body of tho sicg,
asking for divine grace to cure both body And soul,
There is no fixed time or_season for adainistering
this sacrament, It nay be administered wheneover
any of the falthful fells si;k. The priest is

called to the house 6o perfor: the mystery, (James

Gﬂggrﬁmnyi_

Matrimony is the sorvice through which tho
bridgegroous and the bride are united together and
glven the div%ne“grace which sanctifies their
matrimonia} union, mékes it perfect and spilritual
like the unity of Christ and the Church. It roQuires
the full consent of the man and the uoman:to be jcined
together for 1ife,

7-The Helw Orders:

-

Ix the sacrament through which tho clorgy are
conso crated o celebrate the varlous church servicos,
This nystery conferes the grace of God upon the
candldate through the laying on of hands angd
prayer by_the bizhop that he nay perfora the duties
of the ainletry to which he ir ordained and to

gulde and teach thc belisvers.




~ vory cescracnt o oriipael by certaip praycr:
end cereionials. Thosc rituals are bagod on
Bibllcal and spirituel basos, which enriches the
life of the church., Throggh which Eho membe rs of
tho church are educated, nurtured and inspired to
aschieve the Christian growth, .

In this rogard Dr. Butler states "o falrninded

person who has any refard for thai!teaching_:-; of the
eerly church can 2pic ¢ cereful couparison of our
present liturgy and ritupl with an unchangeg luturgcy
end bibusl 11lle the Coptic without regrotting the
roclklecs abandonment of much that we have abandoned."(1)

Fasts and {gastsz

- - - - -

Fasting 1is diagip}ining onetg sé}f by ebstalning
fronm eating and grinking for a cortain length of
tine then brgakigg the fast by & frugsel nmeal which
congists of no gninal prgducts. |

The object of fasting 1s to subdue the body to N
spirit that is why the church prescribed frugality during
the fasts. ~ | . . ..

. FYast and feasts are geasong of inspiring powor

in the spiritusl life of the church members, The

church corraomorates the .feasts of %he sdnts and

1. Butler, Vol. I, P. Xi.




SRR T R A AL S K¢ and scerliics lor
¢ ¢l vIit LsurmaLs ond Prcservation
of th¢ faith, Tuls Inspircs the zesl of the beollevorc
gg follow their blessed cxariple, Asking the help of
the Intoercessory prayers of the seinta, we feel thnt
"weﬂalso are coapas.od sbout with sc grest a cloﬁg of
witnecctes" (Heb, 12:1) for the pyayers of the salnts
have great power.

The Coptic Church believgs Ehat the Mother
of God was & virgin bofore, in and after childbirth,
e praisc her according to the Scr&pturosi M e
for bechold, from honceforth ell gonerations sha 11
call me bles:ed." (Luke l:48),

The Creed:

The Coptle Church"has always used tho Greed
which"WQs rormglatod In the First snd Second

beunenicel Councilss

e beliove 1H onc God, the FEther Alaighty,
Miéker of heaven ang earth, of things sn¢ visible
and invisible, T

4€ believe In ont Lord Jesus Christ. ~
The Son of God, the only-begotten, begotten
of the Father befsre all tho worlds, Light of
Light Véry God of Very God; He is a be-
gotten] not a eresture; He is of the sane
sub&tance with the Fatlt r; through Whom all
things woro fade, who 'for us mon and for
our salvation came down f¥onls aven, took
flesh of the Holy Ghost and of Mary the virgin,
afid wes fiado man, and was crucified Tor us
under Pontius Pilate,. He suffered, and -
ves buried, and rosc @galn from the dend on
the thiFc day accordin? to the ScPiptures,
e accendod into hoaven, He''sitten on the
right hafid of Hic rether, and agaln o ~
conmeth In His glory to judge tho quick and

-



o il woialy  ionc ORI SERID SIS BRI OO CMC,

Yoo, T boltovs In 4o Toly .piris,
Voo dlerd end mlver opo1:i0. » -0 procecedctl
Iroo. Ll Tethior, 88D I“itxr gngd the
Som o Ao vershlipoed e, TloTifled, VWho

w2
Spa.i¢ by the prophete, In onc holy
catliclic epostolic Church, ¢
acliowled; 8 one Baptisa for the remise
sion o sins, VLo look For the resur-
roction of the dead, and tho 1ife of the
worlds to come, Azen,

The Clersy:

The Church 1e the soclety of the Christian bellevers
who are served by the clergy, The clgrgyA
are ordaine§ to perfora the spir}tual needs of the
congregation through pnstoralﬂministry and the _
different neans of grece givom bg the lloly Sieramonts,
The clergy are of three mainﬂorders-- the
bishop, thg priesti and tge deacon,“ There are otler
subdivisicnsg fonningmseven orders, ramely, that of
the reader, subdeacon, deacon, erchdeacon, priest,
hegounence (archpriest), ang bighop,

The Pabricrch:

'Sy - -

In the canons in forgc in the Coptle Church
the (title Patrierch) is mot given to the head of the
church, but slxmply thet of bishopﬂor Alexandrias,
Ibn Al Agsal seys "He 1s called in Cgnons, the
seniop bishop, the first (bishop) and_the archbishop.(1)
From this 1t follows that the functions of the

patriarch are the same as those of bishop, excopt

- -

A ‘ag%u Gs-safallly by Ibn Al Zssalla"An Arabic
collectlon oi canons - Thirteenth century.,,



Creepl thint bio o teoltee oy blishops and th-
cengueretion of &0 hiriel ((.yrem) 1s now reserved
for the patricrch i -,

The prayor of the cursceration of the _
Potrierch says, %He hac pcbomo highpriest andg ¢
shééhord end teachor, since hs has roceived the power
from God."(1) _ _

The Coptic Patricrch never cleiued 1nra111611}ty.
lle 1s elected bg &n esgesbly ofbishngs,mprieets, and
elders rrom“among the luity, representing all the
congregations, After the elcction the bishops
celebrate his ordination, It is 2 1life-tine
offico,

_Usually he wag elected from the ripghteous
learned leity or monks, The last three pabriarchs
of the twentioth century weére chosen from tho bishops,

Iis title 15 "Pope and Patri&gch of Alcxendris,
Lgypt, Hubla, Lthiopiz, and tho Pentepolis.” The
presont patriarch Abbs Joseph {inbs Yousad II) ic
the 115th succsasor of St. Mark in direct line,

_The collgborators of the patriarch in tho
adzinistm tion of ecclesiastica} affairs are the
blshops. They fora the "Holy Synod" which deals with
the general policy and spiritual affairs of the chureh,

1., Yasa Ab< Al Mesih, The foith ond Practice of

the Coptic Church., P. .
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Juc 3ishop:

N Thg congrogation:. of the dlocess choose one or nor.
?:Snks &ncG prosents theu to the patriarch, who ordaing hiw.,
The ordinatign of a bishiop must bo Performed withthe
colleboration of two other blshops, at least to form the
minimunm of Ehreeﬂbishops.

The functions for the bgshop are the same as thoge
of the patriarch, but only in the 1limits of the diocese,
The bishop presides the council of the priests of his
diocese, . _ .

.. The number or the dloceses in ugypt_1s not fixedq,
and it varies according to the population of the
country, At one time there were about one hundred
dioceses and at another time, only four dloceses.(1)
Now the Coptic chgrch;baautwenty-aix bgahopg in
Egypt two in Sudan, one in Jerusalem and ten
Ethloplisn bishops in Ethiopis, _ _

In 1950 tho Patriarch of Alexandris ordained
an Ethiogian Fetropolitian and granted him the right
to ordain other bishops for ithiopia, after the
Patriarchs approval,

Ihe Priest (Preabyter)m

Lvery parish has one or more Prilests

I I6IG, P, 3




7.
accordi‘ng tcﬁ 1ts vusb ronip. The candidatca to tho
priesthood ere solected by the cangregation ang
pPresentec to the bisucp to ordein ther, ~ N

The priest must be merricd before ordination,
according to the rule issued by the CouncilAf kiceae
{325 A, De)e The c?ptic Bishops defended this
rule egainst the clainm of Rome at the Council, (1)

The functions of the priest are the performé
ance of all the pastoral, educational and ritual _
services which could meet the needs of tho congregation,
through the help of the deaﬂons and church nembers,
Deaconst . . .

Deacons are ordained to help the priests and
bighopa"in their pastogal"work. Some of their _
functions are steted in one of the prayers of their
ordination: "To visit the people of the Lord, the
widows &nd the orphans and those who are afflicted,
‘rdllowing the bishop or the priest to inform hixn
of those who are afflicted that he may visit them."(2)

It was a full time Job. _According to financial
end social difficulties, deacons now volunteer for
the service of the church during their leisure time.,
———

le This thesis, Part I, P, 4}
£+ Yas.a Abd Al liagih, P, 4,
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It 4c erlediy “rre "NﬁgliP MI111% whien

vre ectrhldished ¢n)™73, 1+ 45 r eouncil of 19yﬁaﬁ\

to colleborste with the clergy in derling with
chureh efeirs, Yheir functions ere:

e~ Adninistrrtive: To help the clerpy in plennins,
cortrollinr, end Bupe-virinc the vrrious eetivities
of the church,

b~ Educetionerl: To provide theolo~iscrl, penarsl,
endChriestiern educrtion to the Corte,
e-Finenciel: To plen the budpet rnd penersl expensae,

- Jurirdictionsl: to form courtse “mﬁcﬂﬁeal with
the perronel stetue ;rodlenme concerning the fenily
life of the Copts, (merrisre - divorce - 2limony... )
The Jfudpes of thesre courts rre the mambe n of the
douncils, %he sessions of the courte ere held 1in
the buildines of the Fetrierchete or of the diocese,

It epplicr levre conmtituted by the Church end
eprroved by the mtnate,

There rre two linde of there councile:
1, The renerel council, locrted ir Criro, is com=-

rosed of twenty-four levmrn elected by the church

members, It is henrded by the Fertrierch, Beside

its penerel functions for the church er » whole, it
rote elso ms 2 court of mprerl,
2-The Diocesean Councils

There ir o specirl council for erch locrl

diocese comyored of rive elected leymen heedad by

—— . —




oo ohder o,

Brrevolent Coe‘et for:

Tre petivitier o7 tVn 1ritv enyrp o vice fiele
of eduecriic el or’ copiel velfemra for the Copts,
They ertrblieh cehn-1e for “ove rnd ~Mirle of rl)

Fredes, Penevolent encieties ere enrtrhlirhins hog-
Fitels, eclinios, orrhenrren, ehild walfnre orgrnizetions,
rné other different ectivities,

Every town or eitv brve one or two cortic
cocleties but Ueiro rlone hre more then %5u Sdefetiar.(1)

Conelurton:

This svetem of churecr frovernment showss
l- The coneern of the church sbout sducertion end

how the prevers o” orédinrtion ur/e the clerpy to
rerforn their educstionerl responeibilitice ss e
mein fretor of their ecrlerirnticel duties,

2= The democretic wev of electin~ the eclarryr, Bier

ePYS:

The fidelitr witr which the Aley-
endrinre rdverefd to tre mneient deocretic
rnodel ~rv hedue inprrt to the soeciel
ftrndine snd dntelidirence o0f +Va conrrerrtion,
The Fe—6 reeror mry persurt for their frunity
from meny of the ncelarirrtics) cetorme of the
time, 2

34~ The prrtici-etion of the l1rity 4in ehurch rovern-
rent Pné retivitien.,

l. £ de) Sami, A1 Drli) Al Anm Yukedont (Arsbic)

2. Hipr, 1, 66
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jrTme SR CT I
(Firrt t¥ro ° M7ty Ceonturien)
Introduction:

Chrintirnitv srresds throurh terchins, in tho
wide merning of the word., So educrtion becomer the
breic responeidility of the church. It could be
strted, Pleo, thet the shurch iteelf 1s r cortinuou~
eduertionr) procesn,

Everv chureh metivity, even riturl or rociel,
coulé not fulfill the rerl obiectivers of the churech

unless it includer st the rrme time rn educetive

fectors.

Church erctivitier develop throurh the rgos
d¢ifferent kinds of institutionr, or r= 1t is rlso
crlled, rrencies, Some of fhere chureh institutions
eschieve their trek in » direct rnd eclerr ednertionnl
wry,Uthers try to MITL1)]) thetir enfr throu~h rn
indireet wry of nduertion.

= Pert II 1= pn ritemrt to demonrtrrte, re the linite
5of refer-nce rnd time could permit, some of the

<
-, educrtionrl trsks of the Coptiec Church throush

L;hg Centuries er perforead in ite {ne-ftutionr.




T, Cerav i O meb

It 3 evicent "y Y oceep T t‘nt Yrint nnit"

virp ﬂnt“nﬂnncﬁ to I'rypt irthe firet econturv, It

et hreye follavnd ﬂt Pir"t tha ﬂrinitivn wny of

educrt1nr rorvley in thn errlv church.

The minsrion of Mrrk and his followers bonﬂn hy

rerronel feﬂchinp for 1rdiv*ﬂun19 rnd then vee

fOIJOWrd h" “reﬂvhﬁnp for Frours or new oonvprtp

in their honor end 1n thp PﬁtPcO"b“ of Alavnndrip.

The centrnl ﬂesqagp of the prenchinp wra tre

"{erunmn", and the Kerunnn wre the Oorpe‘, enphesi inp

thp Resurrection of Jesus e in ( I Cer, 15:4~3)

"For I deliverod unto rou rirrn of 911 thnt which

I rleo received, how thrt Lhri‘t dian ror our ainQ....

rt thret Ve rone ereing.. ™

harnrrl rﬂr"‘inr to r'penl enad cﬂl’ for

('hr~c~tiy:r tv et he rﬂ]’o‘”fﬁ bV "r(‘(‘iﬁi(‘ tnghinf’

of tha Adetriles of tre nevw relip on to those who

ececert thre merrrepe,
" 'he booke of the Mew Testrment show thet
teﬂchinp wre p femilier repect of prinitive

Y. T, 7. .hnrrnl Yhe Rire of Uhrirtisn Educrtion
Y. 140




e ”"’f 'VYI" ¥ S Y et e -P—y_r-,,!.,j",,_ﬁ oo ¢

CTURT A mr T et e e o Merl pee Mg heoooep

to teset tran® (::Z:ffl)- (1)

Refore Mie ﬂrnnvﬂor Jfru" ordar~d then to

terch "Co ye thercfore, rre tere™ £11 netionn,.,"

—— am s - . . S e )

(¥ett, 2R:10-20), Imedirtely rfter Penticost,

they "continned ntaﬁrestly in the rpo=tlent

tefb“inp (didnche)...." (Aste 2:142). Amonr the

01frnren1 Pindr or miniafrv 1n the Irinitivn church

thero wpre tercherp.

Purins the firet centv"v this tench1n~ remrined

informel but of high effective auelity., Greves

While the esrliest Christinns were.
without schools of their ovn rnd were
1Prrclv ;111+arnte, treir relipion itself
pnrvnd nro tn eduertion, ‘ther reonived
"ornl trnirinp of » very birh order,

'"he very dirhonor ené. unpopulerity of .

the Chrintirn relirion, nna the reprerrtion
of their chureh rembarship, reve tha
Chrirtien 1ife itrelf nl] the effect of r
cyecier of setooline, 18} 7 T

The 69a;navr rnﬁ 0nr1ﬁvnnnﬂﬂ of this tesching

could be Ob“PrVQG 1n the 1ife of thore enrlv T

s e

reviptier mertyrs, vvo refofced 5ﬂ¢he*r pninful

s e e

rersecntions,

1. fee elino, “rtt, 4:123, 7; :29, 9:35, NMerk 1li21,
612, Iuke 4:;15, 8,6, 1 110, ohn“B 59
2e TF, 1, Yreyen, » "*vﬂent'n T','Lf-torv of kduertior

e 43
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B tre piaat begar g ertens feeds pootare

’n thc co.anre corte - ,v Y e r“xv»‘hpr 01‘ c\rq(’{r’-r*(,

ST Chr*sfﬂar ty increpces, it neewad nnoporrr" to

'ta.t P port of for—r1 né?ruofior re Fre]*minrrv

to church me-herrhip, thue the crtechurenrl scroolr

herren to rnnctiqn. This tem is from the tiresk

krtichoumenoe which meens inatructed, JYts verd

merne to terch orrllv.(l)

v

“Ttudentng The oﬁtachumnrv Wﬁre the dewiah vnﬂ

elvey
psa#% Jjrorelvter vho wished to rccept Uhrintipnity.

ﬁhav were priworilv frrined 1n thinp" neadful for

their nou}s ond nrlvntion.

[PRSU . e

‘“he owteohumnnnl rohool "wpa, on the ona hend,

¢ bulwerk of the church reeinst unworthv nenbers,

on the other, r bridpe from the world to the churoeh.

‘The cntacheven ware peorle riom nll rrnks, npee, rnd

_PrPﬁnr of culture, even ,hilosorhnrq, rtrtes~en eond

S R

rhetoricirne,."(2)

nO Christian eduertion besen e unl;orm end

universel, without discrimination between classes

or eonditione, rlpveq or mraters,

e v e ——

m————

e
( Tepbhorsz\vThe terchers of the ortechumens were
e )

1+ ~neveloyoadin Britenier, Vol, 5, i.507
2‘ s"(!h?’ff, VOIQ -li’ j. 235
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cenerrlly preshvtere rné dereconn, Thev vere o1l
"ertachintr” (1)

Curriculim:  The inntruction wee errrted on in the

éhurch huiidinv. It considerné of rorrl end relirions
terchines, reedine pnd menorisins the Scriptures

with treining in errly pselmodv,.{2) Also the Dideche

;-épntﬂined in the first =iy chepters e morel orteshisn

b;;eﬁ on tre Tarmon on the Mour .,

Athenesius mentions in hies (leoctr) Eplntlea, 30)

thet ther were teurht rlso the Lideche, iin peys "It

wee eyrrointed by the Fethers to be resd br those who
are juest recently comin~ to us, rnd wish to be ins-
truected in the word of rodliness.{(3). Tha Didrche

served fs o menuerl ené o8 £ rnofel for other texte
books,

frherd of Hormss is mnother bnolr +hich
hee been ured for thin jurpose, for Turchiur mertions-
ed thet it vres deemed "rost epentirl ... erpreiclly
Tor theea in need of en Introduction of en elenmentnrry

kind."(4)
_ Duretion: In the errlisst perioc of the church,

persons were often sdmitted rfter very brief pra-

peretiony but in the =scond century e rariod of

1. Teheff, Vol, II, I, 256

2. Crrver, 11, 43-4
3. Encvelopedir Britenries, Vol, &, 1, 507
4, Fuveedbius, ¥ . E,, III, 3




totiuctl o» Lo b £103L 01,

'y the cendidates wpply for baptis.
at t:. . iming of Lent and look forward to
beptis.. at .aster, _

By the Middle of the thirg centurykhare arose
the system of discip}ine commonly lasting three _
yesrs as 1s stated in the Apestolical Constitutiona.
wir 12}

Staces: The catechumens were classified into throe div-

- -

isions or groups., But thero 1s 1little gro und

for suppoaing that the schools were divided into

actual clas=es,(1) These clasgification were only
stages in the process of instruction; _ _
1-The inquieres--Those whose interest in Christianity

Lad been gufficiengly aroused to make 1:1:1@Y esire
further 1nfogmation. ?he%raceived private and

- individual 1nst£uotion from the teacher before tncy
were gdmitted into the second class,. (<)

/zéTﬁe Hearers (af (Audigntas) ffwihose who were admittod
1nto%§a church to listen to the Seriptures and the
sermons, They;ere allowed to attend the part ofmths
Mass which iazcalled the "ilass of the Cate chumens",
They were dimmissed imuediately after the sermon.,
3-The COmpetentesfvfhoae who were wuglified for

1. Oraves, P, 44 -
Lo wntyglopedia Britanioca, Vol, 5, p. 50C
Se Benson, History of Christian iducation, P, 41




Beplli, c»a co2id riio-d o sart of Lhe preyer,
Thoy coula mot poerte... i the sicra.ent,

Thie Goptic Churci. 7 il w.d tuls rule in the

eerly conturies, as 1t 1s obvious from the following
evedence:

l- The first part of the Copt}c liturgy i1s csalloed
the "Liturgy of the Catechumens”.(1)

2-The catochumenel plan was reflected in the

-

bulldings ofthe early Coptlc Churches. A description

of an encient Coptic Church states.

- - -

The priveipal newe.,.. 1is7divided into
two parte and separated by means or trellis-
worx which 1s sbout 2w4b high, the firat
part from east to wdst, is reserved for the
choir”and the deatons who resd the
ledsons., Th8 gecond pert is for the
congregation. The mirthox which was gnerally
séparated froa the nawe by trellis-%ork
in wood, wes reserved for catechumens, (2)

Lduceaetion for Children and Youth:

-

Llthow h the catechuaens wore moatly edults
in the early ages, the churdr did not neglect the
educat fon of children: In the writings of Celsus
(aacopd cantugy( EgainstChristéanIty, & passage
callé}he attention abouf the Interst and effort

the churer gave twe cducate children. Celsus says:

1. Burmester, CHL., Rites and Cerouonies cf the

Cogtic Church, the r.astern Churches {ucrterly,
ol.,. « 8

£. Mercus H, Siluailks,”! Brlef Guide to the Coptic
Museun end to thelncient Coptiec Chirches of
Ceiro, P. 54



FOSU N N & Lirlstiens) zlone

SR LS L v gLt 1dve ong thet 11 the
chiléron vul toe they will both be
Nepoy thersclves vl 411 Lace tholr houe
happy also. hii cth:s cocazing, if they
£€6 ons ol tho Instructors of olth -
epproaching,or orne ol the more Inte ligont
clasg, or’even tho father himself, the more
tiznid emong thé: become efrald; but the

nore forward incito the children td thowo
morofl the yoke, whispering that in the
presefice of 'father &nd teachors they neigtKer
will nor can explain to exn any good thing...
but that if they (the children) wish(to

avall themselves of their aid); they must
leave their father emd their insgructora..:.(lJ

tusebluis describes the education of Origen
himself when he was @ boy saying, "Besldes giving
his the usual liberal educgtion"N0rigen'§ fether,
Yikept urging hin, before inductingmhim Intoc the
Greck sciences, E; drill himae}f }n the sacred
studiea, roguiring him to learn and recite every day."
So Ogigen,m”had already laid down a good foundation,
having been trained in the divine Seriptures from the
timoe that he waz still a_boy."(<) '

Beslde these references, thore is alinost _
conplete s}lo?ce about Phexnethod§ of She vducation
of children and youth in the second century, The
Socialﬂstatus of most Chrlstians and the hosti}e
scrutinig of thelir pagan neighbors would account

sufficiently for this silence,

1, Couche, PP <1-Z {Origen, Contre Celsun III, 55)
<. Ibld, Lusebius, H. L., V1,2
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B S e R L T <o i lust querte: r
L T Y cINBUYIT inL L. oo ihwiﬂ el the tilre

that v. gr. In g pozition . [»uu now deuply the

Church was proceupioec witl tihe subJectof education, (1)

f'iIi: Tﬁg¢aatecheticel School{}

Chapter I shows holffhe catechetical school of
Alexandria flourished with great reputation in the

church universal Thia chapter deals with its\

o L e s
st e o —_— e

&eaucational syatem.

1. A Schosl of Agverced Studles: .

X = ot

- The catechu ienal schoolq rurnishea the candi‘atea

of baptism end believere hlth the _Glementary Christien
education,But Christisns in Alexanlria were -
a) enxious to grow in the Christian knowleage and
expericnce, b) tc strugple scienti ifically and .
philosophically againat the attacks of the _pagen
philosopgers, and to caapetc with the P&gen school
of Alcxandric (ths Fwaewﬂ).. L
S0 the Church of Alexendria az o living ang
progressing soclety pgepgrednherselfmto meet tho
demagds of the environmgnt end the iddividuals.
Zo one of the catechngenal schools devdl oped }tsm
courses Into higyar ones to meet“the devd oping needs,

The proces: advanced Zreduslly until 1t

1. Caughe, P,47

< Cauche, P, 3¢




Loooo Jilvtirel aml o0 0 U AL ene of the soconu

century. ) _
gouche says, "Iv»_v"l;:tu“dri&... higher education

had asmumed a”digection end ¢ forau wore nearly approach-

ing our modern university system than could be

found in any other part of the Graeco-Roman iorld.(1)

IP became &n éndependent 1§st1thtion cApablg of
offering courses In verlous brenches of sascred and
profane learning, _

The church was aware of the pgoblems Tfacing 1§s mer-
bers and believed in the effectiveness of education

in so}ving these problems. This edﬁcatignal
concern wae the secrot of the vitelity end progress
of the“Cﬁu:ch of Alexandris, _

One oéthese problemus, was that the Christians
who were dgsirous of advanced edycation found that
the doctrines of the Pagen school iIn conflict with
thelr felth, So themchurch provided in kv r school
the same subjects and courses in & way which agrees
with Chrlstionity."It wade 1t possible for students
to o?tain under Christisnteachers all the instruction
whicﬂvha great pagan school had offered." ()

"So the Catechetical Schoal may llkewise be
regarddd as the climax éf Christi en education

effort.... It merely supplenm ted and crowned ths general’

l. Gauc}le, P.30
. Blge, P. 67
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-dcationgl acti&itie- vhich existed in the church

of Alexancria fro. the Very bbginning,"(1)

<«The Curriculgg . o
The higher branches or learming which the
Catechetical achool Provided were together religious
and secular, But religion was conaidered the center
of correlation inthe currioulum, and the end to-
wardes which all the efforts or thepeachnra were
directod. Thelr ends were, "The attainment or virtua,'
conduct and morslg and the pursuit of high
ideals,”(z2) ) _
The curriculum was well-prounded and fuyll,
Bigg says "it may be doubted Whether any nobler
schone of Christian eduoation bas_ever been pro~
Jected then thils, which we find in sctual working
at Alexandria.:(s) L
The students! power of reasoning and axact
obserVeEion were strengthnngd by a thorough course
ofﬂscienti{ic study ambracing geonetry, phsylology,
and &stronomy, After teaching sclence, they
teach Phllosophy, Philosophy culminated in ethics,
Eusebius describing theatudy of Anatolys
(an Alexandrian Christien, sbout o5c A.D.).

-

ennumeratescourses in; Arithaotic, Geonetry, Astronony,

I Eaucﬁe, P, 37

<o Gauche, P,64
% B.LSE, P. 71
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1:0%e, porricy, phil_l.puy, end arts of rhetoric,

Cloiant of flexgmdric oddr to these subjecte, cramuar,

natural sciences end dielectics. (1)

Cleaent, adopting an attitude of friendlines.
to profane learning by bringing 1t to the service
of the Gospel, saysi

1 - -

y . .
He Who trings 3ver££hing to bar on g
right life Procuring eXemplesd from thd Gresks
and brabarians, this mafi 1s &n experienced
, Yeccher after truth,. and can distinguish
aophiut:girrom philosophy¥,.., and the other
secte, which are secording to the
barbagian philosophy, from the truth itselfr,(2)
Clament:s nein precccupation was Lo rehabilitate
philosgphy, not as the final arbiter and gulde of
life, nor 88 the uyltinate statement of truth, but
&8s something which "cooperates in the discovefg of
truth,"(3) _ 3
Origne gives nealy the same reasonsi "The
children of the phﬁ}oaopherg speak of geomedry, music,
gremmar, :hetorig and aatronomy'aamyeing anclllary
to philogophy, and in the same mamnner we speak of
philosophy;itaelr as being ancillary to Christianity."(4)
Origen urges his student Gargory to extract

from the philosophy of the Greeks what may serve as

1. (Gauche, P, 55

2, Stromateis, I, 9 _

Se Gauche, P, 57 and (Stromateis VI 15)
4. Ibid, and (Origen, Leteer to Gregory)
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rvery cecerciont iz perfericd by certoin prayor:

b
cr
La

end cerc.onicls, Tiree T

b

qale ore bfsoﬂ on
Biblical and spiritucl bacos, vhich enriches the
life of the church. Through which the menbsrs of
tho church are aducated, nurtured and inspired to
achiove tho Christiam growsh. )
In this raggré Dr. Butler gtetes "§o falr=minded
person who hsas any recard for the#cachingE of the
early church can aue & careful égmpgrisgn of our
present liturgy end rituel with en unchanged luturgy
and £ipuel like the Coptic without regrotting the
recikless abandonment of much that we have gbandoned."(1)

Faste end feasats:

Pasting is disgip}ining onets self by ebstaining
from eating and drinizing for a cortaln length of
tilze then oreaiing the fast by & frugal neal which
congisty of no snimal prgducts.

The object of fasting 1s to subdue the body to _
spirit that is why the church prescribed frugality during
the fasts, . L

Fast and femstas are seasons of inspiring powcr
in the spiritugl 1life of the church members, The

church corricmorates the feasts of the sants and

s

1. Butler, Vol, I, P. Xi,




& cours’ Li ctudy or e proparation for Christlconity,
and Iroe. oo .etry end astrornony what willserve to
explain tho sacred Scriptures.”(1) .

So the curriculuz of the school was plammed
to fulfull the ends of Christian virtue and morals
and the study of theScriptures and theolgy through
preparatory courses of profene knowledge,

" B=Methodst )
| The;QhDOI emphasized mainly the lectur e method
followed by diascussion and research, But the success of
the school was due to the inspiring personalities

of the teachers and their methodst

l- The teachers were dedic ated to the job, a)
epliritielly through their good examples, b)
professionally through their honest and deep re-
search work, _ .

Gregory, one of the students says "like some
spark lighting upon our immost soul, love was kindled
and burst into flame withing us - a love at once to
the Holy Word, the most lovely ebject of all, who
attracts sll irresistibly toward Rimself by His
unutterable beatupy.(2)

Origen the young teacher whosc words had the

1. Ibid

2.. Cauche, P.Q 58‘
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ener. of werde vhiosv persussive eiggence touched
the Ir arts and whoso genuine tondernes:c won tho
souls, lle was not setisiied with teaching about
temperance, justice, end love; ho believed that
without good works, all teaching is sterile, And
he offered in his person the 1living example of all
thevirtues which he preached, thus inspring his
students to follow in giagfootetepa. His very life
was the magnet which inspired people to @ me and
study under his guidance,.(l)

Luseblys confirms thias, saying:

“ For in his practical conduct were to
fournd“"to a truly marvVellous degres the right
actions of & most genuine philosophy; fore
as the seylfiz goes ~ as was his speech, so
wiis the maennef of 1life that he dilsplayed,
a¥id 88 hls mamer of life, so hla psdéech,
and it was especlally for thls s#ason that,
with tho cooperation of the divine power
he brought so very neny to share his zeail(e)

2« Sympsthy of the teacher s toward the students.
Clement 1lifted his hearers to_the heights he
proclaimed with all his patience and his gongtant
sile(3) Thus he aucceded in making the rich
Alexandrians into Chrilstl ans..

- -

3~ Personal relstions and counxeling: _
The good relatlonship between Origen end his students
was a continuous cooperation and help even out of the school

activities. So during persecutions the young teacher visited

- - -

1, Kyrillos Mgr. II Rectinstitution de la Synthese

Scilentifique dltorigene
¢, kusobius Lcc..ﬁigg., VI 3~

3. G. Bardy, Clement df'Alcxaendrie, P.lZ.




[83¢]
nls stadent 4w prison, eccoupanioeg thezto the tribunsal
of thelir peregocabyes, &nd followed them to the very spot
of theirmmartyrGO@. {ien under the very eyes orutgeir
executioners Bave thea the kisE of peace, renaining
by their side until they ?qmmended their gpirits
into the hands of the Fathér,(1)

4 s§ié§1ric §uidance‘hnd regearch worlk.

In addition tot h/ "Iloctuges atudentg wre
encouraged to refor tg/ihe menuscripts and 1% erature
on the subject under/fhe guldance of the teachres,

Gregory says 7ﬁ5%t his teacher Odggeno;

! .
He"deemed 1t right for ys to study

Philosophy in such™wise that we shoyld- read -

with utmost diligence and that hag been written,

both by the Philostpheard and by the poets

of old, réjecting nothing (for, of eritical

discernaent), eXcept only the production of the

&thelsts,, he"introdyced us to all {schools of

philosdphy) &nd ddtermined thit we shbuld be

ighorafit of no king of Grocian doctrine, And he“himsgelf

went on with yg preparing the way before us.. and

he™helped us like a skilled expert who has had

long femiliarity with these subjects,(2)

6- A method for teaching the blinmi ,
Didymgb (308-395), one of the famous hoads
of the school, lost his sight st tho age of four

years,(3) But hisg sagernes: to learn oncouraged

- -

1, Jean Danlelou, Origene: So Genie du Chrigtisniam
27

L
*

- -

<e QGauche, P, 62 X

S. Wace, Diciionary of Christian Blography, P, 251

e ———— e




} JC.
nio o to qureaﬁf.this%bsLacle. ".ozoumem scys that

o Laurht hi 5210 now to read ir eplte of hig
blindness. He cerved tue letters of the alphabet
deeplyinto & teblet of woodla"(1) (M. L., III, 15)
So he 1nvente& & method for thereading of the blind
fifteen centuries before Braille.(2)

€~ The studi®s wore given in a graded system:

&~ The toachers start by training their studenss

b- This is followdd bystn course in dielectics and
logic by which that ccpaclty of air mind which deals

in the proper mathodssof study,

critically with words and reasonings wacseducated in

& rational menner" states Gregory.(3) _

L Then cames studlks in natural science, illustrating

and distingulashing Ehe various divisgions of created

objects,, "discugsingﬂtha nultifornm revolution and

nutatuion ofmthings_in the world filling our ninds

with s rational instead of en irational wonder at

the sacred économy of the universe and irroprovable

ognstitution of all things, ‘his 1s that sublime

and heavenly study whid:i 1s taught by natural

Philosophy - a science nost attractive to all,.(4)

I“"Gﬁ'éﬁa, PP 13-13 - - -

<e Lould braille Invented his method in Parls in 1834
(Ency Brit., V1. 4 P, 69)

J. Gauche, P, 60
4, Ibid.
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G- Taen they oo formard to ethics,
0w wftor gurnishinf thcwﬂwith theﬂbasic subgocts

whicli decpens theirfaith end broaden their mings, _
thoy are introduced to phizosophy in the full extent,
f- Finally, they came to achieve thelr ends by
studying theology. _ '

These are the gradual steps on which they
climbexd to reach the real lmowledge of God and the

truth,

-

(?;ww'szudentsz_” _
'l, The nmumber of the students was lerge.
‘£« They were from all classes "Clement opened
his school to all comére, people came to him
from all strata of lifej theere were the
rich end_the learned aristocrats; and
young men of the leisurely workless class,
A% ooming for sheor_ curiosity,."(1)
RS Sy —————— . he

were converted afterwards sz a resuylt of

the teaching of the School,

4, They accepted heretica alsc, kuseblius says.
"And’numbera of the herotics, and not a few
of the most distinguis hed philosophers, gave
earnest heed to him (Origen), and ons might

Bardy Clement dtAlexandria, P, 11




:
el .ost ey wers Instructod by hi: in secular

philsgophy as v o1l gg in diving things” (1)
= Ttaderis verc of Luth goxes, end of vory
- different scvc, (2) Cleaont says, "Both bond

end freo xust equally philosophize whether

nale or female, "(3) .
This showe that thoatudentamwore not oquallly
prepareds so they wero divided into growps, but
we do not kmow if thero was g definite poriod of years
for study. But it secas that the duration d study
differed from group to group accurding to thelir

pPrevious proparations,

o ——— s

T=Adninistratiomn
N~ e - - )

The school hed no bulldings ofits own, The
toachers were con§ucting their claszes in their own
bomes or in hired‘halls.(ﬁ)

Oripom was obliged to move his classes from
‘p;ace to place becauce of persccutlion, Lusoblius
says “Dey by day the persocution gainst him
blgxog, 8o that thore was no longer any place for
him i{n the whole city} fronm house to house he passed,
but was driven froz all sides on account of the numbers

who through him came over to thedivine

L. susebius fecc. Hist,, VI, 18

<e Biprpg, P. GO

Oe Strouatdls, IV, 1 ) )

4, This kind of tﬁcological teachor 1s still existing in

Ethlopia, Th¥ writer sav thom (I044-4G) in Addis ABabgo

t¥aching In tholf homes students (priosts, deacofis
and layaen) couing from fer provincos to study under
their guldance for yeurs,

- -



’ 93
teachin ¢, (1)

It is probebly doubtful thot teachers gecoived
salerles, But from tLlic to tiao wealthy gencrous
Chrlietians who aduired those famous teachers, granted
than glifts, Lusoblus mentions the help rendered
by Anbrose to Origen sayingt

“ He (Origen)dictated to more then seven
amanuésses who relleved each otho® at
appointed times, And he employed %o fewer
cOpylsts, besidbs girls who were skilled
in elegant™writing. For 8llthess, ~ -
AmbFose fynished the necessery eZpefise in
sbufidante, mefiifesting himself en inexpressible
earneitness In diligence and zeal for the
divisne oraclés, by which he Wspéclelly
pressdd hin on to the preparation of his
commenteries, "(2)

o~ i el et S s e

(&~ Famous Teachpsa: . . .
vmx?ﬁéﬂgéégyéf the School began during the teaching
of Ponteanus {A.D, 180), but some writers mentlon
Athenagoras (176) as his predecessor, The following
1ist is only of the most known teachers, Further

reasearch may reveal the rest of the chain,

Penteanus ) 160 4.D.
Clemnt 200
Origen , £02
Heracles 230
Dionysius £32
Theognostus 247
Plerius 300

P

é: Lugebius, Eﬁc. Hiﬁt. ’ g% g&
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warapion

Poter (the lartyr) 511 4.D.
l.acarius ~
Didymus (the blind) 395
Rhodon_ 412 (1). A.D.

-

It cannot be said that the Catechetical
School had discontinued all igs activities, for
Lus ebius states that, "This echool had lasted to our
time and we have haard.thag it is managed by
menmpogerful in their learning and zeal for divine
things,"(2)

Probably the Scholl lasted till thebeginning
of thesoventh century, Prof, Sopﬁy;says: "There

1s the clearest evidence that an independent school of

theology flourished in Alexandria jJust before the
Persien Invasion,"(3) _ .
After the Persian Invasion we_do mnot hear
about the School, Historisns prepondrate that i s
activities wore carrled on to the monssteries,

’7.'poncluéions‘

-3

Inflyence upon the life of the Coptic Church
as well aa the Church Universsl by:

-~ -t -

Te  P. Honroe, inc. of Education, Vol, I, P 546

¢ 2e Buaabius, EJH V., 10

Ss  G. Sodbhy, Education in “gypt, Bulletin De la
Soclete d'Archeologle Conte,, Vol. 9 p. 117

The catochotical School of Alexsndria made a great



¢ ). Tablicshir, o co ..o siigroncess about the i.)Ovtawgé
<1 «Zucetion e ¢ bz“ic i" Jtitution in the church,
b~ preparing for the charch,“well educated and
spiritusl k aders, with o conviction in the use of
educction to the churdci, The Patrk rchs of Alex=-
andria were chosen from its profes:ors and gradustos.
¢) Emphasirzing the equality of clesses, races,
nationzlitel s and sexes, ~ .
d) Encouraging higher studies and research work in
secular and religious flelds,
e) Contributing to the world, the first systematic
theological studiea, Harnack states: ",, Clement
snd Origen, who imade the dheology of the Church the
theology of both Testaments."(1) L .
£) Winning to Chriatianitymany souls in national
and gorelgnﬂfielgs through 1ts mis:ionary zeal,
g) Encourging, in an ecunenical spirit, studonts from
other natl ons .to come and study together,
many of whome becamc leaders and bishops of their
churches, .

This historical fame of the School is ono of
the inspliring factors for thu oducational revivals

ol the Coptic Church,

M

l. FHearnack, Bible Reading in the Early Church, P135
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Sixth Through Lineteenth Century)

-t

I - Monasticiam:

When parsecutions and troubles affected the
power of the Catecheticsl School, the educationsal
forcer bagag to_shift to tbg monastries, Admirors
of virtue énd knowledge found in monstician more
appeal then in ths Schgol of flexandrisa. Thcmrame
of Anthony, tiacarius and Pachom attracted nony
gealous persons to follgw them end becoms their .
digciples. There is in the wgitgngs ol the Egyptians
monastic Fathors & general consent that the monk
nust devote his time to three basic duties: .

&= Prayer and meditation, b- Study end reading,

¢~ lMenuarl work,

- -y -y

This rule was 80 encouraging that monasticism
became a great educational force in the life cf the
church,

The spiritual desire for perfection and for
achievenent of virtues led them o vast studies of
the Bible, Comanentaries, concordancea, tranalations,'
and thoological applications became their interest and
concern,

-

Schaff asys "The cloisters began as early as
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the fourth ceniur; to be noet fruttful sc:iinarics
ol clergy, scpeciclis in the castl."(1)

It was en exccllont school of modi%tion, solf-
discip}ine, and spiritucsl ¢xercixze, Sone of the

profoundist theological discussions, and some of

-3

of the best books of devoted, were written in the mona-

sterlos, Secrodhyms werc concelvedby monls,(£)

About the progran of education ror.the ronks

tha:selvea,_Mackean rofers to the crdgr of the

“rae

Pgéhomian institutigns called "the monks of Tabennesig"

in Upper Loypt saying: N

On thebl-weekl¥ fast doys instruction
wWes given to his monks By the head of the
hduse, at which attendar ¢ wes obligétory,
énd to all by the siiperior of the monestery,
Pachonius used t% inftruct his monks on ~
Chrisgtla% doctrine and the Seriptures, and
for & Iong tinme theodore Wod in the habit
of going daily in the evening to Pabau to
hear hifi, Great ewuPhisis wsa laid on the
study and the learning by heErt of the
Seriptures, Thode who coyld not o ad
had to learn, &nd received lessins at the
first, third and eixth hoursj and books
could be borrowed, Discussions of a
epiritliial character werd alsoc heldby
the monks, ®apeclally ofi fast days, 3 ~
after monring prayer, and in the evenings when worl:
was ended, 4

-

-

-

During the tgree yearts probgbtion of

canditates for monasticism Cassian says: "Horeover,

Ny

i SCh&ff, Vol III, P, 174

2, Schaff, Vol, III,”P. e -

S, Fast“'days dre Wednesdays and ¥ridays, besides
Advent, Lent and others,

4. Mackean, P, 103,
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DEXCL ., ders Imsi g od In the rules, had t.

lecarn tyentg peclw: tn. tuc epistles of the :ow
Testancnt end were requiz L b2 be &ble to read.(1)
Monesticiﬁm prouctec Luw educatign of ths
peoglz oy its industriocus tranacriptions of the
B&blea the works of the church fathers and tho

enclent clas:ics, (&)

-

a. Sobﬁz says "Monasterles were therepositories
of &all the lmowledge, whether religious or pro-
fane, Theoy woers the protétype of all universitices
which directed oducation in iLoypt during tho

Middle Ages."(3)

-

Thesg Bre thg fectors uhigh puib tye educational
progzran in the hands of the monks during the
rsedlevel peorlod, especially in Lgypt whers the

people respected rionastlicisa, .
Mon¥s were adnired and revored for

thelr“siinct1t¥; .,, mirsclds #erse & cowxron

hapoening emongst them. An encraoiis

haglographic literature fostered in the

creduloud apirit™of tho Copts, tlic

Lallef Ir the senetity nnd sudernczturel

powers of 'thase fionks, It i rot thsrciore

estonishires tc know thet these monustedlss

controlled ell thHo system:= of educetion

in the whole courtry, either directly

or by the smeller village Kuttabs, (4)

A ———————

1. Ibid, P. 97

Z£¢ Schaff Vol. III.; P, 176
3. G, Sobhy, P. 113

4, Ibid P, 11a.

T T e e
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At the time of the Arab conquest most of the
monasteries‘ in Egypt were flourishing. "If we add
up 8ll thesc numbers we may without exagperation con-
eider the tot.al number of monks as surpassing half s mill-
ion in the land of Egypt.(l)

The monks were divided into groups. Each
group was entrusted with & different occupstion.
One of the occunations was the education of others
8s well as the small children of the surrounding
villages., Delepgates from among the monks were sent
to the vills gen to giveelementary education to the
sons of the laity. This consisted in teaching them
how to read and write the Coptic lenguage, and
mathematics and the necessary elements of religion.
advanced learning wes inside the monssteries.

Students wrote their texts upon either paypurus,
or fragments of pottery called ostraca; lesther was exceed
ly rare. Paper did not exist at all at thst time,
and rarchment. came into use about the fifth
century.

Important texts on payri were discovered,
having transcrihed on them religious matters, -\
receipts letters, boy's exercises, tables of accouné@,

extrects from the Holy Scriptures,(2)

|
l. G. Sobhy., P. 112
2. 1Ibid, PP. 1140116
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in every monastry there was a scriptorium.
There were also coertzin schools of c3llizraphyall
over Egypt.
"we find the dyriasc Schollars newli translcoting
the Septuagint Bible into Syriac. They did this
in the Ennzton Monasteries near Alexandria."(1l)
The monastic institutions of Egypt received the
rerutation o the Catechetical Schools welcoming
candidates aud monks from Africe, Asia, and Eurogpe.
G. Sobji says: |
Numerous contingents from the neighbouring
countries were attached to the monasteries
snd when they grew too numerous, they build
their own monastery after their name and
ennexed it to the parent one. We read in a
parchment in the Monsstery of Abbs Makarius
in the Wady El Natroun, the differant accounts
of the different Riwaks (2) of foreigners
attached t.» the monastery. There were the

Riwaks of the Syrisns, Armenisns and the
Ethiopians etc.(3)

Conclusion: 10 mummarize--monasticism in Egypt led

the Christian snd secular educstion of the Coptic
nation during the middle ages through:
1. Feeiing its importance for themselves
and for the church (local and universal).
2, Kstablishing schools for the a;ngregatioqs

in the villuges and sending teschers to

l. G. Sobhy P. 117
2. Riwak is an Arabic word means a lectare hall

nnexed to church,mogsque or temple. The
ngfiéh word for its §9 Foreh. TRota :11)

3. G. Sobhy, P. 115
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them

3. being cultwrsl centers for higher educstion,
L. Preparing church leeders, espacially when
bishops and patrisrchs began to be chosen
from the monasteries. .
5. Publishing the Bible, the Patfiastic teach-
ings, and their litersture.
6. Their parsonal Christisn example of
\ sanctity and virtue.

II. The Graeco-Moman Period (sixth century)

The period between chalcedon and the 4Arab
conquest was murked by the decline of Greek emphasis
under the rise of Egyptian nationalism snd the
flpurishing of the monastic institutions.

But in some cities where the Greek culture
was still slive, the discovery of & collection of
payri of 6th century throws light upon the attitudes
of education at that time.

"In the towns intellectual interests and
educztionsl centers were still more common, (1)

A letter, on the papyri was sent from a student
to his parents, expecting them to come and see
whether his tutor is paying sufficient attention to
him,

1. G. Sobhy P. 107.




snother Byzentine p&rent writes to withdraw
his eon who hed proved &n unss&tiefactory pupil,
The father says:

You have written to me about the
little Anastesius...except that he is
stupid and & child and foolish, He wrote
me & letter himself quite in keeping with
his looks snd empty wite, end since he is
& child and stupid I will fetch him home...
chastice him; for ever since he left hie
father, he hes no other ¥eatings and he
likes getting a few, his back hes got
accunto?nd to them snd needs its daily
dose, : .

Those two letters reflect &) the concern of
parents for the education of their children,
b) There existed educationsal centers, probably in
cities, to which families used to send their
children. c¢) Teachers and psrents were still follow-
ing the sncient methods which emphasized physical
punishments, )

For higher education in the same period, thers
is @nother letter on the pepyri, written by a
young me&n who was probably in Alexandris to complete
his education, He expstiates to his father on the -

difficulty of finding good tutors. "He has &lso per-
susded the sonsof Apollonius to attend Didymus’® School,
for they and he, since the death of Philologuszhavo been
looking for sn able tutor right up till now."

1, G. Bobhy, PP, 107-8
2, Ibia, P, 108
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At the end of the eixth century the Copts had
8lready began to neglect the study ofthe Greek lsn-
gusge, &8 & result of the nationslistic movement,

"It was pbaaiblc to reach high positions in the Church
without a knovlodgo_of Greek; thusiin the will of Abra-
ham, Bishop ofErmont ebout the end of the sixth century
we are told that the bishop, nét underafanding Greek,
had the will translsted to him in Ooptic."l

1IT1. During the Arsb Bule;

The Medieval historisns who wrote about Egypt
under the Arabs, were mostly interested in recording
the events ofpersecution or tolerance of the Moslems
towards the Oppta. These woro-tho famous characteris-
tice of these centuries. So thez neglected to write |
sbout the educationel efforts, |

Fortunately some socisl and political events
could help in deteoting their educational significance,
From such events it is obvious that,

The Copts did not cease their intellectual
activities after the Arsb conquest, becsause they
remained the majority for a long period afterwards,
Not till the fifteenth oentyry were tho7 reduced to
& minority. 'Uﬂdor the Patimites in the nin%h and
1. g. Sobhy, P, 109 '
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tenth centuriee they reached a stute of influence
that was never equalled &gain,

For about two centuries, or even longer, the
Ooptc%continuod their ordinary life under their
nevw masters; snd they cerried on the education of
their children either in the monasteries, or in the
small village schools which were either dependent
on the nearest hon&stery or were run by the bishop
of the diocono.l i}

Kost of the historians stnt; thet the offices
of clerks, necretaries, sccountente; and &rchitects
were held by Copts even during periocds of persecution,
because they were generally esteemed more skillful
than others,

"The Copts were excellent scribes and sccountants
and were continued in their posts under the Arsb rule,
the government offices were full of then, aoﬁotimos
even the wagirate (minister) was held by a Copt, and
that too in a time of persecution of the Ohriatian-."2

Those who built the mosquee of Egypt were
Coptic architects. Lane-Poole writes sbout the

excellence of the Coptic srchitect who built the

1. G. Sobhy, P. 119 ,
2. Encyclopedis Britanica, Vol, 7, P. 113
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m osque of Ibn Tulun in 877 A.D.: "It is rem&arkable. ..
for being the earliest dated exsaple of pointed arches
throughout the dbuilding - esrlier by at least two cen-
turies than any in Engllnd."l 4nd ebout their mathe-
matical abilities he ssys: "Most of the financial posts
of government were then, &s slways, in the possession
of Oopts. They were the fermers (damin) of taxes, and
the controll¢;u of ﬂcc%?tl; end their sbility made them in-
dispensadble."

All these exsamples coulﬁ prove one reality --
the Copts were interested in educsting their children,
Periods of persecution did not csuse them to cease
their educational efforts. It only compelled them
to hold it in secret plsces, or in remote QuErters
of the éitiol.

There is & famous narrative which is orally
retold among the Copts, that one of the po%aocuting
governors compelled the Patriarch to choose either
closing the churches ) the.schools, fThe Patriarch
preferred keeping the ;ﬁhoola by which he would ests-
blish & strong feith and worship in the heart of every
Coptic child. To the exgent of ssorificing church
buildings, th; Coptic emphasis upon education 88 the
important means of building the resl church

l. 8, Lane-Poole, A_nlggg;x_gz_ggxp§4 Vol, 6, PP, 64-5

2, Ibia, P, 170
3. Dor, L' Instruction Publique en Egypte, Paris

.y .1, 7. B _dan .

T T e e ———
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was oarriqd on,
Zhe Kuttab;

It was the custom during the middle ages to
establish & school beside every church building,
Theee ohurch schools were cslled during the Arab's
period the "Kutteb” of Maktab®, The term is &n
Arsbic word which originates from the word writing,
or the place where writing and subjedts relsted to
it ere taught,

1

. Chabrol states that all Coptie boys

went to small schools where they learnt the

elements of their religion and how to resd
and write and that girls could not attend
without the consent of their mothers, who
sometimes objected, Generally speaking,
however, the girls did not attend in Cairo,
but in Upper Pt they attended regutarly
with the boys until they resched the age of
eight or nine years.," 1 :

Lane states "The Copts have numerous schools;
but for boys only; very few females smong them

2
cén resd; and those heve been instructed &t home,"

Thie statement shows slso that homes carried
8 part of the responsibilites of education, when
social or political events hindered the use of the

school,

l. Heyworth - Dunne, uc
Qf Edugetion ip Modern Egvpt, PP. 85

2, E. W, Lane, ' d Customs

t
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Teschers;:

) The kuttsb was usually led by church lesaders,
& deecon, 2 teacher, or a monk, Aftexrwards, the
choir leader shared in teaching hymns, psalms, end
the Bible. The teacher was called Arif or monitor,
aleo "El Moslem" means tescher,

Curriculum:
These schools were for religious snd secular

education in the same time,

The earliest account states that the children
were taught religion, good ménners, the reading and
writing of Arspic and Coptic, They were slso made
to commit to memory the Pseltery snd 8t, Paul's
Epistles and were taught geometry and arithmetic
because "these two sciences are very useful and
necesssry on account of the overflowing of the Nile,
whereby the limits of the fields are 10:ti 80 that
it becomes neceseary for them to me&sure out their
land; and by the benefit ofthe first of these
sciences they compute the yearly incrouao."l

“According to Lane "The students were taught
the Psalms of David, the Gospels and the Apostolical
Epistles in Arabic and then the Gospele and the Epist-
les in &rabic and then the Gospels and the Epistles
in Ooptic."2

2: BU9e18ae%%p. 500




The exercises in Coptic seem to have been
limited to the mere lesrning by heart of the Scrip-
tures snd the Prayers tpr the sake of the Church
services and other rituals; the language was not
taught greamatically and wss not unod‘for snything
outeide religious practice, Even the Scriptures
hsd to be cipllincd in Arlhic.l

| Thus the curriculum‘of these schools, while

mainly religious, &laso provided the students with

- spocill'training that would enable them to find

& career in life,.

- Bigher Educstion:

¥ ifter the Coptic boy had passed out_of the
elementary school, he usually followed his father

or m&le relation to his office or pleace of work where
he would serve as an apprentice, Eventually he would
either take over the post of his father 6r relative or

would seek work oluowhoro.)“rho system of handing on

& trade or profession from father to son was an impor-

tant feature of the 0ld Egyptian social system which
broke down in the nineteenth century,
Those who wished to serve the church ss deacons

or clergy mostly continued their higher education

1. Dunn‘. P. 86
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with the "Arif" studying with him personally while
they continuved their religious training in the church,
This systean is still followed in some parts of Ethio-
pia,
Beeide the Kuttab there were other informal
oducutionll 8gencies during the middle 8ges; such
as the:
Craft Education; ,
~ The Copte were suployed ae clerke snd sccountants
either in goverment offices-or at private estates,
Some were engaged in industry snd commerce, ATho pre-
paretion for these jobs required a period of apprenti-
ceship after the studici af the K%ﬁtab. )
f.Aftcr the Ooptic boy had pamssed out the elemen-
tary school, he usually followed his father or male re-
lation to his office or place cf work where he would
Berve as en apprentice and eventually woﬂid either
fake over the poat of his father or relative or
would seek work lncwhcro.;
The adult tuter usually acts &s the spiritual
and moral sponsor of the apprentice, He tekes hinp
to church on Sundays, tries to let him recall the
psalms which he has recited in the kuttab, and asks

1, n.{-orth ~ Dunne, Education in Egypt and the Copts,
o e la Socibts 4 0 Co
Vol, 6, P, 94
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him to exercise his Arabic reading by reading Bible
stories und retelling them to him or to hie feamily,
"doellim"” was the title by which the ma&le Cop-
tic adult was usually csalled, fThe dignified Copte in
rural aress arqfat:l.ll called by the same title now,
The term means teacher. Probably this educational
title was given to them becsuse of their respectful
| cultural standard, -
IV. During the Ninteenth Gentury
The traditional school “El Kuttab® continued
acting @s the major educationsl institute, In the
beginning of the minteenth century Mohemmed All
(1805) began hie reforming projects by o-tablinhing‘
civil schools to improve the aystem of the government,
Dunne says, "Mohsammed Ali did nothing for the
education of the Copte as a community; his reforms we-
re of & militery nature and.in hie schools, we névexr
come accross the name of & Copt. nor do we meet
with the nngc of a Copt on the education mizsions
to Europe,*
When the Copts found that they have no place
in the new schocls end the kuttadb became insdequate

to compete with modern lsnguages and sciences, they

1. Dunne, Vol, 6, P. 100
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decided to esteblish special modern schools for the
education of their children, |

Theleading figure in this movement wes the
young monk, Daoud, "who can ﬂo rightly oconsidered
&s one of the foremost men in the cultural history
of Modexrn Egypt."l

Rev, Daoud began a religicus snd literary cen-
ter where his friends could discuss their problenms,
In the center of the monastery's priéatc properties
at Bush he opened & school for young Copts,

As soon us he was ordained Patrisrch Cyril IV,
he bagan to esteblish schools on up-to-date lines,
His first school wis called the Coptic Patriarchal
College which he began to build in 1853, and which
was opened in 1855,

This school accepted students from all creeds,
‘The number of students wee one-hundred and fifty,
The stetionery and books were éistributed fres of
oh-rto.z .

The curriculum included arithmetic, geography,
sciencz, Arsbic, Coptic, Turkish, English, Frenoh,
snd Itslien, Ohristian education was taught to
- Christisns with onphluie upon Bible etudies,

1. Ibid, P. 102
2, Ibid, P. 103
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The Pstriarch himself wes encoureging the
development of the school by vieiting it daily,

H2 used to 8ttend some lessons and speak to the
students on moral and religious subjects., He invited
the Europeans to viait the echool and to criticise it.l

For students living in far quarters of the city
of Cairo, he esteblished three other schools--two
for girls, and ongffor boys. He used to inspect the
school of Haret El Saquoon twice & month, Dr, 8obhy
states that the girlas school was the first of its kind
in the contry.2

To form a choir for the Patriqrchal Church he
selected some of the students of the schoole and ap-
pointed Kommos Takla the priest of Cathedral o train

them for the correct chanting of the Coptic hymns,

‘Thil first choir caused a revival in the spirit of wor-
ehip in the church and became the seed of many other choirs
for every church, It €8ve the young men n gpportunity

to share in the sexrvice,

His second step in the rotorming program was
printing the essential books for thochurchos and schools,
At that time there were no pringing tho sssential books
for the churches and schools, At that time there were

no printing

l, Mensses E] Kommos, 8t [e] C
(Arabic) PP, 666-7
2, @. 8obhy, P, 122 : 7
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pressee in Egypt, except the official one of the

government, 80 he imported from é;rOpe the first

private Arabic press in hgypt. Approciating its

great benefit for the revival of the chuxrch, he

- ordered that it ought to be received with great
ceremony on its arrival at the port and the station
of Cairo.l

In relation to the governmental schools the
Patrierch tried to persusde Said Pesha (the ruler)
to allow the Oopts to enter the higher technical
schools, which wers, tho?x\\ilitary, the mediceal and
the engineering schools,

The first Copt to be sent on an official mis-
sion to Europe was sent by Said Pasha in 1855 to
Fraince to study law end civil -dmini-tration.2 His
name was Wasif Agmi. ‘

Cyril V also was interested in education shd
began to establish meny schools in other cities in
Upper Egypt. 4= & result of this movement, the
number of modern schools established during the
period 1873-8 reached twenty-three schools, In Cairo
fourteen schools were opened--one in Giga, two in
Alexandria, and two in A;yut. Ismail Pacha helped
~these schools by & gift of lend,

1. Dunne, P, 103
2, Ivia, P, 104
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Fifteen yeers later there was sn increase of
over 100 percent in the number of schools, all be-
cause of the public Spirit of enterprise of the
Coptic community--a really praiseworthy effort,

The Copts were very esger to educate their
children, The following statistics show their per-
centage ‘to the total number of all students attending
schools in Egypt:

1875 1878
The total number of students in
private schools 9009 12,539
The total number of Copts in
these schools 1212 3.012
The total number of Egyptians
in government schoole . 4998 4.445
The percentage of Copts to
the total number attending
Private schools 13% 24%
The percentage of Copts to the
total number attending govern-
ment schools 2 24% 66%

Before the ninteenth century ceme to its end, the
Copts had schools dispersed all over the country
whether owned by the church or by private enterprise,

The Coptio Theologiocal School was reopened in
1875.

1, Dunne, P, 107

2, Ibia,

3. G, 8obhy, P, 122

4. Heyworth-Dunn, P.444
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All these successful efforts show how the
Patrisrche have built their entire reforming pro-

gram upon &n educational basis, and how educational
efforts caused the revival of the church when the

social and politicnl circumstances permitted the
achievment of those goals,




PART III

CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIAN EDUGATIOH




CHAPTER 5
AGLNCIES OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATIONR

n duc n;

During the twentieth century, Egypt was
pProgressing rapidly, The Egyptian begen to en-
Joy the 1light of civilisation, Education, socisl
welfare, and economical abund ance, all cooperated
to raise the standsrd of living,

The Coptk contributed a great deal to this
progra&m through their meny schoole which they es-
tablished everywhere, Their efforts in the gover-
nmental as well as the pPrivate fields were remar-
kable,

Buf Weatern civilisation carried with its
merite some effects which were misunderstood by
the Orientals,

To some People, modern soience meant &poB-
tasy; to others neglect of traditions, To those,
religion meant retardness, which could only be

practiced by the ignorants,

Those who understood the sound meaning of

civilisation, were able to adspt ite merits to
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their Oriental heritage without feeling severs
conflicts between religion and the modern life.

These groups of educated shurch memnbers began
to fesl that the church must meet the needs of the
chenging society by new ways of spproach sdequate
to the modern generation, 80 they started & move-
ment of revivel and progress within the church,

The history of the Coptic Ohurch inspired
the gealous church members, They plenned their
projecte of revival upon the basis of returning
to the essential principles which caused the suc-
cess of the sncient church, BSo they began to apply

the seme principles through modern adequate means,

Theiy study of the Coptic past convinced
them that the secret of the success of the church
was its great concern a&bout the importence of ed-
ucation and the wide educationsl program the church

has performed through the: ages,

Part I1I is & demonstration of some aspects
of the educational progress in the church, Or how

the ancient principles are applied in modern
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days,
1. ZIhe Chruch:

Christian education is the first respon-
#ibility of the church, 8o it tries to achieve
its educetional ministry through all ites activ-
ities. The church's responsibility is to secure
the necessery sound education to every member

from the cradle to the grave,

The direct-:educationsl institutions and
church schools will be discussed in later chep-
ters. These peges show how the church services,
l{turgies, and sacraments are planned to perform

the educational tesk of the church through:

1. ZErepsring & secured fumily;
The family is the nucleus of society., It

is the smallest social cell in the structure of our

world, It shapes and affects the environment,

The femily is the first natural and effec-
tive school in which individuals grow. The seeds of
faith and morals are planted and watered in the home,

As the family has thie unique effect upon the
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education of individuale; the constitution of the
church givee great care to the building of secure,
succeseful families:

A, The chwrch consecrates the sscrement of Maetri-
mony &nd blesses its unity,

B. It is the duty of the priest to as certain that
both parties to the marrisge are acting of free will
and not of compulaion.l

C. The engagement has & certain religious cele-
bration., The intervel between the engagement and
the wedding is made to give an opportunity for the
orientstion of the couple to esch other, It is con-
sidered as a pgriod_of preparation for the new hoae,
So if they discover during this period thst they are
dissgresble, the contrasct of engagement could bde cen-
celled.,

Thovlnws of the church claims thet “A notioce
of the marriage must be affixed to the church door
for the spece of two wookn."2 80 if any member of
the congregation hes any objection he can declare
it to the priest, Unfortunstely this rule is neg-
lected these days,

D. The church does not encourage diverce, It does

Butler, Ancient Qoptic Chmmches, Vol, II, p. 323,
Bt;rmutgr. Ihe Esstern Churchee Querterly, Vol.
IX, p. 6.

N
[ ]




- 120 =

not perzit it, ¢xcept for the reason of edultery,
There are egacial church courts to lock after fami-
ly effsirs,

The real function of these courts is to help
the reconciliation and solving the problems of the
family, and not to act as mere civil courts to jud-
ge and apply lsws, B8ome years age these courts be-
gsn to grant divorces Lo some cases other tham adul-
tery. 4As & result of this tendency., The rate of
divorce began to increase, It reached two percent
of the marrisge contracts of 1950, This is a dange-
rous spiritusl snd social sympton which ought to be
cured,

E. Before the wedding the engsged couple ought to
confess to the priest lﬁd partake of the Holy Com-
munion, It is an opportunity for promnritll.coun-o—
ling, during which the priest could help the couple

to understand the responsibilities of merriage,

These are some ways through which the church
tries to use its sacraments &nd rituals to securs,
with God's gracﬁlsuccoa-tul fanilies, able to rear
their children toward Christian maturity,

1. This thesis Chapter 2, p. 73
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2. Qe from ghildhood 1o &aulthood;

The church's program of Christisn Education
begineg With the child early in his first week of li-
fe; thyough:

A, gpe Shristien Hame:

The impact of the name upon the personality

is wel]l known especially in countries where names

could e%8ily discriminate the religion of the person,

It was God's concern to give some people na-
mes, "hl8m--John--Jesus", and to change the names

of others "Abram, Saray, Jacob, Simon snd Saul",

$0 oreate the feeling of the Christian impact
and responsibility, &s well se the thanksgiving to
God for his gift of the newborn child; the church
clelbrates in the home a special prayer on the se-
venth d#y, ctlled ths "Prayer of the Basin", This
service vas ncgle.otod for some yesrs, but it is

now returning to be practiced sgain.

B. Beptien:

Jeptism 18 given to the child;ox; directly ef-
ter the recovery of his mother, that is forty daye
sftor the birth, Because baptism is necessary for
salvation "John %:5%,
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The confirmstion ie given directly after
baptism, This is tc enrich the life of the child
with the help and power of the Holy Spirit as he
grows, This «leo admits him to be & psrtaker of
the Holy Communien, which will lesd the femily to
take the child frequently to the church, where
the atmosphere can affect him even before under-
standing the meaning of the words,

C. @odperent:

The church appoints & godpsrent (male q¥ fe-
male) to sponsor every baptiged child, The woxrd
sponsor in its Syriec origin me&ns guerdisn, He
actes &8s the church delegete to help the parents in
the responsibilities of the Christisn nurture of
the child, The godperent continues hie job until
snother church agency takes charge of the child,
Godparents sre usually chosen-rom the d-icons or
the righteous members of the chuxrch,

D, The Chruch School:

¥hen the child resches the school &ge, the
responsibility of hies Christisan nurture is carried
40 the church school,

The church school was called in the early days
of Christianity, the "Qatechuminsl School”, During
the middle sges it was replaced by the "Kuttad”



which developed in the nineteenth century into the
modern schoole established by the church, Kow the
Bundey Schools and the youth organizetions complete
the work of these schools,

E. Bpiritus] Father:

¥hen the student ends his school life he be-
comes a nature church member, Then the priest De-
%#omos hie direct; responsible church officer, The
priest is celled in this csse the spiritual father,
who receives his confeseion snd affords guidance
and connseling through personal reletionships and
visitation,

The previoue steps show how the church cares
for the Ohristian growth of its members in every sta-
ge of life,

3. Elucatien through worship.!

The church made,of its worship and different

services,a continuous educstionsl program, Every

time the congregation attends the church service,_the

members receive sn educational impact, The following

points are some aspects, of the educational impact of
the Coptic worship: ' '

o —— k.

A, The church building iteelf is considered as a

school well equipped to make clear, in its strusture,

illustrations of ite message,

l. An article by the writer in the magagine of Worla
Christian Educstion, Vol, X, mo, 1, January 1955,

v
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The &tmosphere of the church raises the heart

nné_miquyq God through the senses, Picturos on the

walls, or gllaa windows® serve &s vinual aids. Thoy

teach the lifo of Christ and the good oxamplo of the

E:igﬁg who ¢ro “subject to like pessions as we fro",
Yot siruggled to mchieve reghteousness by God's gra-~
ce. In the sncient church of Bt, Markdérious in 0ld
Cairo there are 65 pictures all round the walls il-
lustrating the whole life of Christ and some events

from the 0l4 Iestam.nt.a

Candles snd lighte are symbolic of the ahining

virtuo- ot Ohriltian sacrifice, Music deepens the

melning of hymno snd prayers, OCeneing compels tho

e ) S g ————————

hoart to raise ite prayers up, &s the "nmoko ot the

...... T

1ncon-o rose with the prlyors of tho oninta from the

e —— - ———— e g

h&nd ot the nngci boforo God" (Rev, 8:4),

—

B. Anothor aspect ia found in the readinges of the

Coptic services, During the first part of the litur-
€y called "The Catechumenal Liturgy" a series of Bi-
blical lessons are resd, They are selected to form
& united whole on which the sermon is based, In thise
liturgioal service; the congregation hear 1) the Gos-
pel; 2) Bt, Paul's letters; 3) the Catholic epistles;
4) the Acts of the Apostles; 5) s

l, No statues are permitted in the Coptic churches.

2, But;;r. A.J., Apcient Goptic Churches, Vol, 1,
P .
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second Goepel lesson (each Gospel lesson being pre-

ceded by four verses from the Plllmn);(:) the 014

Tontamonﬁ, during periods of fastes and feasts,

pa———

The lessons sre chanted, to give opportunity

for meditation while hearing them, Oertain litanies

are prayed before the resding of the lessons adking
@od's blesssing and the gift of understanding: The

'—iitany of Paul's lessons says:

0.0 Christ our God; Thee alsoc we now en-

treat O Thou good and that lovest man
graciously grant unto us and unto a1l

Thy people & mind without wandering smd

8 clear understanding that we may learn
and understand ho! profitablo aro Thine

Holy teachings... -

The litany of the Catholic Epistles says:

C.

.+.Graciously grant unto usslways, to

‘walk in their footsteps,and to imitate

their wrestling; and to have communion
with them inatho swest which they had for
godliness’.,

Diroctly after r0lding the losson trom the Acts

of Apostles, a portion frin the hiutory of the church _

is rcad. Ihin s onllod tho "ﬁyn-xary” ~ The book

contains daily historionl roldinga in @ form of a

S e e

h

bio;ruphy of one of the nartyrl or llintl or patrisrchs

of the church, Ihil toachol tho congregation how
dld thqy rocoivc tho Ohristian faith, through tor-_

tures lnd severe psrsecutions, 4nd how other p.opl.

———— e

like thom, had spplied Christisnity in their life.

—!mr week the congregation be-<""¢ '
Bute, The Ooptic Morning Service for the Loxde

9,

»Q-.. o e e £ et e
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come sware of their historical and traditional
heritage,

"5. In the second part of the liturgy, "the mass",
the priest recalls and symboliges the important
events of the 1life of Jesus from tho‘lativity to the
Resurrection,

The oongregation, being thus reminded of the
grest work of redemption, sings in response; "Ai-
men, Ameh,Amen, We show forth Thy desth, 0 Loxd,
and we confess Thine holy resurrection &nd sscen-

sion...“l

PRESISE

There are special occasions which drsmatise

the events and{ﬁhg}gnggggggg!: Even the most ig-

norani,can receive & lesson, a&s, for instance,

when on laundy Thurndqy tho priost waghes the feet

of members or tho congrogatione, tolloning the wordn

of our Savior ”If I then, your Lord and lnstor, _have

i - e b s — .

washed your toot." (John 13:14)

— Purther, in Holy Week, tho church is decora-

—————— . — —

ted 1n blaok, and hymns ot griof and BOrrow are chan-

C e e o —

tod Evorynno tcols thc offoct of thc groat rodomp-

tive work or tho Cross, as groat portions of the Bibdle

1, Bute, Joh, tic g
. g-apo.%ﬁen_z_m_mﬂmm
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—

ére read with interpretatione snd sermons, 3But

artor Laator the stmosphere is transﬁormed Thoré ‘
13 givon through docorations, music _and prayers, &n |

A

impact of triumph, glory, and ad Joy of the resurrec- f};
tion,
E. The liturgy furnishes & practical school of praye:

Prayers of the Psalms used by the church in the ﬂBoolji

of "Hours", "Horologion" and prayers of the Holy Pathers
of the early centuries, give & great variety for ev-
ery occasion of our social life, Children develop the
ability to use these through imitating their parents
end through the exsmples thus provided,

The liturgy inoludcn prayers for thﬁ;sick. the

———

desd, those who sre trav0111ng, 1n trouble. 1n prilon.

G

for the noody, tor widows and orphans, for kingnrand

. o — e It ]

rulors. for ainnorn and rightoous, for unboliavoro.

e o

D

and paelna,ﬁ Prayers are mado even for tho We i~

———— et e st i, N . - R e EC— e . —

ther, thc wind- and rivors. thc troea and crops, fThus

—~—— St o e o e

!
2ll spiritusl and material noodn ot men are mentioned \{

e S

——

in every liturgz.
B. Partaking of the Holy Communion is snother educs-
tive process; as the parteker prepsres himself by

repentsance, prayers, and confession, The latter is an

opportunity for pastoral guidancse and counseling, It
helps in solving nény personsal problems,




G, Ameng the vast varieties of church music there
is @ kind of long hymnes used during the fast and
feast periods, which forme Bible storiesz in de-
tails,

There is also a kind of religious folklore
through which the people learn mugch about the Bible
&nd the church history, Blasckman says,

It should be explained that it ie the
custom among the Copts for men and boys to
gather together every evening during the
month of "Kiyahk", which begins on Decen-
ber 9 or 10, to recite from momery ( and
books) special prayers snd passages from
tho)Biblo (and hymns) in Coptic {(and Ars-
bie),

He describes the celebration of the season of

~ advent, during which the church rejoices foi* the Ke-

tivity and Rodembtion; Ohildren and adhlts look
forwerd for this month to enjoy these happy hymns
which teach a1l the prophecies snd stories in the Bi-

ble concerning the events of the Ohristmas sesson,

e

%\

H. Besides the foregoing points, the church has other 4

avenues fo: leading to sn cxporignco of wqrahip. Mo-

ney offerings teach stewardship snd the sharing ofilic
God's gifts and grace with others, The meeting of

the congregation gives s practical lesson in the e-

s s

quality of classes snd rasces, when the poor stand be-

side the rich, and when white and black worship together.

B — )

1. g%:okm-n. ¥.8., The Fellshin of Upper Egypt, p.




1.

‘menical spirit. The 1itanx of pesce praye:

. iy

Further,the prayers of the church,impacta

— - e

e b et e

ber, O Lord; the peace of the ongﬁgatholic

church, which exzists from snd to and of the wo

bless a2ll the nations and flooka..."

e N e T et St e e, g

e . et g v, e St

e e s 2 g N b T St e e Sty s ettt

litany there is the petition “Put an end to

sions of the church*,l Amen.

e e —

the divi-

an ecu~

-

"Hemem-

spostolic_

rld;

In snother

-

Experience has proved that this kind of educs-

tional worship leaves & deep spiritual impact upon

the lives & many adulte and children, The wri

ter saw

illitexrate men and women who know most of the Bivli-~-

cal events and th.irAlpiritual eignificance ss a re-

sult of mere frequent attendance of the church ser-

vices,

Modern education in the twentieth century has

rediscovered the attqct of visual &ids tp help people

learn through seeing. Dr, Vieth seys:

The Christisn church has not besn
unmindful of the value of the vieusl in
vorship, Great church srchitecture is
designed to arouse a spirit of worship,
Grecrful church spires sare fingers
pointing to God, The great messes and
the high vaulted ceilings of cathedrale
speak to men's souls of the majesty of
God, In the mellow half-light of cand-
les, & man even while in the midst of a

congregation mey feel himmelf alone with

his Oreator, Btained gless windows

1,

The Coptic liturgy of 8t, Basil,




- 130 =

yield & filtered light to subdue the

epirit; while the figures and symbols

with which they are inscribed stimu-

late the mind of the worshipper to

thoughte of God,

Moods are influenced by the place

in which persons are, It ies important

that the place where services of worship

are to be held should aid the fpirit

in seeking communion with God,

The storical story of the boy Athanesius il-
lustrates the educational effect of church rituals
énd worship. Bchaff seys: "On a nartyrs' day in
313 the bishop Alexander of Alexsndris saw a troop
~of boys imitating the church services in innocent
sport, Althenesius playing the part of bishop, and

2
performing baptism by immersion,”
4. lEducation through pastore]l end sociel work:

The church aims to teach that religion is not
isolated from every day life., It is not 2 duty to be
performed on SBundays inside the church buildings,

It is life in the society, It is our daily rele-
tion with God end with the community,

8p the responsibility of the church follows its
menbers to their homes; offices, neighborhood; social
ictivit&os. and rocroatiqn.

- The Odptic Oiihph'hl. been sware of this prin-

oiple and lppiiod itfrom its early days, The canons,

1, Paul Vieth and ¥W. Rogers, Visual Aids in the
Church, pp. 64-5% '

2,  Schaff, Vol, III, p. 886. referring to Rufinus
(HOE‘I.I.O.]")
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the dbuildings of sncient churches and the traditionsl
practices which still exist, prove the wide program
of pastoral and social work planned tb achieve the
educational task of the church,

This is a wide field which could not be cove-
red in such & limited thesie; The following are some
examples of this attitude:

A, Pastoral visitations:

The priest's visitation to the copﬁic home is
oconsidered by the family @s & great bLleseing for being
worthy of the entrance of one of God's disciples to
their house, "And when ye come into an house salute
it. And 1f the house be wcrthy let your pesce come
upon it" (Matt, 10:12),

The priest ought to visit the home at least
two or three times & year, except when it is in need
of more care; or in a difficulty. During every vi-
81t he usually reads & leeson from the Bible and
holds & prayer, Oounseling ahd guiding, he urges
the members of the family to sttend the church regu-
larly and practice the mesns of grace.

Also he cught to visit the home on certain oc-
casions such as the dedication of & new house by &
certain prayer of blessing and thanksgiving,

Such pastoral vieits makes the family feel that
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the church is interested in them &and reminds them
of their Christien comaitzments, The leseon will
not be forgotten easily &s it meets the persons&l needs and
situation, Usually the priest leaves & pamphlet, and
for the children, & picture or a small cross, Recent-
ly some priests began to keep & census for the congre-
gation, and register the pastoral needs of each family.
B, Ministry of the sick:

The church responds to illness according to
the concern of its Christisn love x As members of
one body the pérsons in this community are so deep-
ly interrelated that when one suffers, all are affec-
ted., Illness does not affect the body only, "Illness
is always @ spiritual crisis, of patience in adversity,
of hope against despair, and of the will to live or
die. And these emotional attitudes are es decisive
@8 &nu other causative factores in whether the person
gets well, or fails rapidly, or becomes a chromic in-
valid. In the face of spiritual needs &s orucisl as
these, the paster has work to do that urgcntly Justi-
fiee hie place &t the bedside of the ill.%1

S0 it is & great educational duty through
‘shering the psine, sympathy end raising the heart

1. P. Johnson, Esychology of Pestorsl Care. p. 194.
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to the only source of hope, Btrength and he&ling,
Lord Jeeus Chrint.' The effect of such care nay
lead the patient and his whole family to a deep
Christisn €ommitment for the rest of life,

It is the duty of the deacons end other church
members to inform the priest about the sich cases,
When the priest visits a siock person he prays for
hin and resds certain lessons from the SBoriptures
and snnoints the patient with oil (James 5314).

In the Coptic Chruch the unction of the sick
could be performed at ny time even for simple 111-
nese and not only before death,

C. as al kreav d:

The Coptic Chruch gives great cere to the needs
of the bercaved, Through the process of rituals a
sound manifestation of grief can take plgco.1

During the periods of grief the péiost and
deacons preach for the bereaved people who gather
in the home of the decessed on the traditional days
of lsmentstion,? On the third day of desth the
priest ought to hold a special prayer in the home,
This is followed by mény visitations by the priest
énd his helpers.

1. Bee J.L, Liebman, Pesce of Mind, Chapper 6 and

P.E., Johnson, £sychology of £estorel Care, Chap-
ter 8,

2, Aots B8:2,
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Femilies which have no sufficient spece in the
home to receive the people who are coming to console,
usually hold these funeral receptions in the social
hall of the church,

D. Socisl services for the peedy:

In the buildinges of the ancient Coptic Churches
the sanctuary was only a part, bolidc it were other
social halls, @ school building attached to the church
and sometimes an orphanage,

Among these & nexes; the csnons of tho church
epesks mbout & room called "The Descony” or the room
of service, It’ought to be located on the righ thand
side of the sanctusry to enable the churéﬁ mombers
to give their offering before entering the church,

80 that no one would know who gave and who did not
give, |

As Egypt is an agriculturai country most of the
' offerings were from the crops of the field; clothes,

. 8nd money., These were distributed weekly to the need-
y persone of the congregation,

| In the socisal room of the church, all the sctivi-
ties sad ﬁoctinge of the Ooptic community were held,
Especially on occasions such as'foaatn, weddings, fu-
nerale and conferences,

All the congregation used to take lunch together
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on Sundays after the church service in these halls,
It wes called "Banquete of Charity" of Agapy",
where the rich serve the poor,

History records that the Patriarch Natthew
1 (1375 A.,D,), used to bﬁy great quantities of
wheat and o;rn to distribute to the needy during
periods of famine or persecution,

These socisl activities were only means to
achieve the great educetive ends of the church,
end to reach the largest number of people to ben-
efit from the Christisn messsge,

For thirty years thoa7&ct1vition have been or-
ggniaod in the form of Benevolent Coptic Societies
with & wide veriety of modern social work.

II. ZIhe Home:

The social structure of the Ooptic home is
changing very quickly during the .twentieth oen-
\tu:y. It is hot easy to find the same pstterns
of 1life in all homes. Coptic homes could be clas-
sified into three main cstegories:

A. Ehe Irsditional Home:

The majority of the Goptic families are still

preserving msny traditonal customs snd attitudes,

Even some of those who sre 113&35 in large cities,
still respect many of the patterns of their fore-
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fathers, especially the religious ones,

Most of these traditional customs have a
Christian educationsl impact upon the members
- 0f the feamily and the children, They keep the
atmosphere of the home Ohristisn. The last tcﬁ peges
showed some espects of the services rendered by the
church to the home, which share also in creating
the Ohristisn atmosphere of the home, Moxreover, the
following customs are sducstionally effective:

1. Fepily devotions:

One of tho early Christian practices was the
devotions of the Christisn femily, In Egypt, where
persecutions did not ensble the believers to assme-
ble esasily in church buildings, the homes became
centere of worship,

The Fathers of the Church of Alexendria
urged the families to practice home doébtions and
frequent study of the Scripture.

Olement (of Alexsndria) sdvised that
merried people should resd the Holy Sorip-

et hers s onie 5 Lons St th s

Christisn families, Olement writes that

married people should spend the day in

prayer, reading (1.e. of the Holy Scrip-
tures) and good works, Cleuent also

menticns the most fitting time for Bible
~r0ld1ng-1nlmoly before the chief meal of

the dqy.'
1. Hearnack, Bible Resding in the Berly Shurch, p. 56.
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»The Apostolic Constitution (vi-il) gives the
comprehensive direction: ‘'Teach your children tho-

roughtly the Hord of the Lord,..snd plece in their

"hesnds every book of Holy Scripturc.”l

About the private use of the Bible Harmack

says,

Almost all that we heve hitherto
written concerning the private use of
the Holy S8cripture receives ample sup-
port from the works of the great Biblé-
cal scholar Origen.... Origen speaks
pretty frequently of the reading of
Holy Scripture at home, and strongly
commgnds it. It should be read every
dsy

The effect of these teachings about the spir-
itusl benefits of resding the Bible privately and
with the femily, led meny individuuls study it by
hesrt, Herneck mentions: "Keny of the laity could
console themselves for the loss of their Bible (dau-
ring persecutions) for many pessages were fixed firmly
in their nmmory."3

Eusebius speake a&bout & blind Egyptien cal-
led John that "he had written whole books of the divie
ne 8criptures not in tables of stone, &s the divine
apostle days, nay not even on skins of animals nor
on psper which moths and time destrqy. but in tables

that ere truly hearts of flosh.“4

1, Ibid, p., 123

2, Ibid, p. 68

3. HBarnesck, p, 83

4, Eusebius, Mart, Pales,., 13.8.F.




80 it became the hebit in the traditional home
to gather and have fanily devotions together,
2. GQrece st meals is & Coptic custom usually said by
the father if he is present, It is mostly rdking
for the blessing of Gpd as He has bioasod the five
loaves &nd two fishes, then followed by thanks snd
remembering the needy. It slways starts and ends by
the sign of the cross on the food,
3. Beligious pjictures, The Coptic house is usual-
ly decorated with many religious pictures gbout the
life of our Lord and the fammous Saints and Martyrs
of the district. Some homes oconsecrate & small room
or & corner for private qu fenily prayers. B8Some
homes keep & lighted lemp of oil in front of the
collection & religious pietures, to give the atmoa-
phere of = chapa;Q which helps in &ppealing for pra-
yer snd meditation, g
4. Faeste. During dsye snd seasons of fassts, the
family che&nges the kinds of dishes snd préctices
fTasting together. This crestes & feeling of reli-
glous awereneses a&and need for spiritusl food, The
hymn of the fast ies elways reminding them, thst
fests mesn hunger for spiritual food, virtue and
repeniance,

5. ZFZesnks of Sajnte, Is wes the custom that every
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family celebrates the feest of its beloved saint by
distributing offerings of food, clothes, and money
to the needy, and invite them to dine in the home,

They resd the biogreaphy of the Saint and praise his
virtues and the pains he suffered for his Christiani-

ty.

In cities where people live in smell apart-
ments, charitable gifts are given to the church and
its benevolent societies to do the distridbution, Ma-
ny fenilh¥s still make speciel kinds of cekes which
they give to the needy on certain feasts,

6. Bsnguets of Cherity (Agspe). It was the respon-
8ibility of one or two families to Prepare and pro-
vide the food of the Agape meels for the congregs-
tion on Bundayse, Unfortunately, this custom is dimin-
ishing now because of the social changes in cities,

In rural churches it is still performed during cer-
thin sessons, In Ethippia it is widely practiced,

The traditional home helps the church in its
recent educational rovival in neny ways:

&, It responde easily to the te&ching of the church
leading 1t to understend the spiritusl assets of
these customs, &nd look to them ee mesns aiming to-
wards the cound Christian wey of life,

b, It shares in the church activities end orgeanige-

tionse,
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C. It urges ite children to attend the Sund sy
#chool &nd Youth Fellowaship, Besied trying to
furnisth for them & religious ftumosphere at home,
B, 'mgg,nggg‘Lglﬁggigg Nestern civilisation:

It looks to modernism @s an escape from tradi-
sions, especially from the customs which seems to
then apparently Orientel, They sre afraid to be
ahl;sd retarded people performing ancient man-
norﬁ. They wish to appear Western in every wey,

But still many such homes respect religion,
and the church, even though they do not practige
all means of grace in the same way performed by
the traditional family, They need more cere and
understanding from the church to deal with their
problems in & sens¢ of awareness of the changing
society, using methods which can appeal to their
modern patterns of life, A
C. ZIhe secular hope:

The seculer home is the home which is not
avere of ite need of God, It ie worldly minded and
nominally Christien, It is the result of the lack of
Christian education in childhood and pastoral eamre in
adulthood. It needs new evangelism and sn adequate pro-

grem wkich cén deal with such problems,
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The potentialities of the Coptic family eare
8t1ll great in their educetional effect, They need
only to be reorgenized and directed towaerd the ade-~
quate waye of facing soci®l modern ploblems,

III. The Behool:

The third sgency of Ohrietian sducstion in
the school, Schools could contribute & great desl
¢f Christien Education to complete the efforts of the
church &nd the home in building integrated personali-
ties. This depends upon the kind of the school and
ite genersl policy toward religion,

The sducetional syetem in Egypt met many chen-
gee during the twentieth century. With svery change,
the syster geined some progress, But the suthorities
in Egypt still look forw&rd for better developments
in the existing system,

When the government promoted educition widely
in the country, the governmental schools exceeded the
private cnes, The later becare uneble to compete fi-
nancially with the governmental recourees., Keanwhile
the State begen to supervise the private achools, and
grant them some funde on the basis tha&t they would
follow the ssme governmental curriculum, This system
eliminated &ll differences between public schools snd

private or church schools. They follow the same
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curriculum, ps&se the same public examinations snd
receive the same public certificates, The two are
opened to all religions: MNoslems, Christisns qnd
Jows,

The only difference is the neme of the school,
&and its ownership. Except thet somé of the church
shcoole have been able to keep the Christien atmos-
phere prevailing in the school activities,

Kost Ccptic elementary schoocls &id not receive
funds, prefering to keep their preliminary responsi-
"bilities as church schools, Accordingly the program
of Chriatian education difré;s in each of the two

systens:

A. B8chools following the governmental system, either
public or private:

Ae religious instruction vwes given to the Mos-
lem atud.nts'd.nca the governmental chools started,
\thd principle of tesching Christisnity to the Ohrio;
tisn students woe accepted in the public schools la-
ter in the twentieth century,

But the principle steyed ugeppiied in meny
schools, because no speciel teechers were appointed
to teach Christianity. Also it was only permitted
when the number of Christien students in eacg claas

sxceeded & certain limit, Bo 1t did not fing its
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way for achievement except in large schools in the
cities,

The curriculum was planned by & Committee of
Coptic educators presided over by the president of
the Coptic Seminary, It was mainly Bible centered ;
with epplications end example Grom chruch history,
church life and doctrines, an} fo; sociel topics,
It was planned for one or two sessions a week,

The president of the Seminary at that time
(nearly 1920) prepared tén textbooks for the ten
grldoe of the public schools, beginning from the
elementary, the primary snd the second axry schools,
These books were admitted by the government and de-
livered to the studente in the schools which permit
Christisn education,

The teachers were chosen from the ordinery
teachers of the different courses, Somoxor thenr
vere uninterested in teaching religion, others were
unqualified, So the efficiency of such teaching
was poor and unadequate,

The government of the New Regime, wishing to
build the revivel progrem of the Egyptisn nation up-
on strong morals, found it essentisal to give reli-
gious education more care snd seriousness, So in

1953, the government issued & rule for making
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religious educsation & required course in all grades
in public and private schools,

An ecumenicel committee was selected to plan
the curriculum, It represented the Coptic Ortho-
dox Ohruch, the Presbyterien, and the Roman Catholics,
Then the committee prepsred the textbooks which were
printed by the government and distributed to the stu-
dents, Gtedually the government will sppoint teachers
of theological preparation,

These new steps are promising to give better
results of comprehensive Christien education,

According to the official etatiatics of the
ecadenmic year 1945-46 thc:o voro:l
Schools students

33 of the Coptic Patriarchate having 7,191

90 of the Coptic Benevolent Societies
having 21,439

109 Private Coptic Schoole having. 19,920
232 Total 48,550
B, Elementery Ooptic Schools:

The condition of the Copte in the villages was
an importsnt factor in motivating the new educational
revival in the Coptic Chruch.

Small groups of Coptic falilies lived in vil-
leges which have no churches, Spiritually snd social-

1y neglected they felt isolated from the church, Their

1. The Egyptisn Government Annusire Statistice, pud-
" 1ished 1951. ’ ' P
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children grow up without e&ny Christian Educstion,
To build & church and provide & pastor for & small
congregétion is an impreactical solution,

Thus the cgzrchnl of the towns near by felt
the responsibility of taking csre of their brothers
in the villages. They sent to them the Sundsy School
succeeded and created sn swareness of the great need
for continuous care; which could not be sufficiently
fulfilled in one or two hours of the weekly Sunday
School session,

80 the church began to establish rursl elemen-
tary dsy schools to replace the ancient church school
"Kuttab”, dbut on the lines of modern education,

They are planned to serve the spiritual, gauoationnl,
snd socisl needs of rural aress,

Slums in crowded cities faced the same problen,
[50 tpp church begen to promote the ssme kind of schools
in ;;;;Vlroas with different methods to meet the indus-
trial ptbblcms of the sone,

As full time elementary schools, they followed
the general elementary curriculum, But &s they ac-
cept only Christian children they have the freedom to
indoctrinate all the courses with the Christian atti-

tudes,
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Chriestian education is not given only during
the messione sche duled for it; but through every
eactivity &nd every course dominating the whole
school life. The Christisn etmosphere of the sghool
begine with the morning devotion snd continues the -
entire school day.l

The curriculum aims towerd cultiveting inte-
grated Christian personslities, 5o it cq%oa for the
physical, mental snd spiritusl needs,

These schools meet in different places accor-
ding to the condition of the village:

A, If the village hae a church, then the school
is annexed to it, end sometimes the classes are held

inside the church iteelr,
B, If there is no g‘ﬁc;;fii'ch in the village, the buil-

ding of the school is considered &s the center of Chris-

tian activithes of the village, The school holds many

social end religious asctivities :for the adults on the

eveninge in the school building, Some of these mee-

tinge &re for:

1., Devotional services.

2. Bible classes,

3. literecy campaigns,

4. Youth fellowship,

l. Society of Coptic Education, Ihe Messsge of the

_ Boptic Bchool, 1950 (Arabic papphlet,
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5. Sunday School classes,
6. Recreational, cultural snd social &ctivities,

Really the teacher of the school acts «ll the
responsibilities of the pastor except officiating the
sacrements, because he is not an ordsined priest, He
pexrforms the duties of & deacon:

1, The teacher makes evangelistic calls snd visita-
tions to the homes,

2, He cares for the spiritual needs of the adults,
3. As most of the inhabitants of the villages are
popr he tries to help them to solve some of the so-
cial and economical problems o( the Coptic community
in the villlgos, There are now nearly two hundred
schools,

Bome of these schools are run by local socie-
ties, but most of them are esteblished and supervised
by three Coptic societies, Two é;rzhom are women's
‘organisations, nsmely: &) "Women's Association fob
Christian Education”, and b) *Women's Friends of the
Bible#, The third society is run by Sunday School
leaders and slumni, It is named "The Society of
Coptic Education at Giga" and hes ostablishod i§ schools

These church schools are creating a gr;at revi-
vel in the villages and city lluml; The efforts of
many Copts are now promoting new schools in every vil-

lage in need of this work,




'CHAPILk 6

THE SUNDAY SOHOOL

I, Bistory:

The previous chapters showed how the coptioc
church gave great émphasis to the Chrietisn educstion
of her members during the different epochs of her hie-
tory. When circumstances compeled en educational ins-
titute to decline or to stop ite activities, it was ob-
viouz that a nzﬁ institute would ari;o to carry on the
responsibilities of the former even under & different
name of form,

The divolopmont of Christian education in Egypt
started by the catochﬁmonnl schools, progressed to the
catechetical school, the shifted to the ponastery echools
which became attorw#rdd the Kuttsb progressing to the
modern séhool, |

When this last kind followed the ffState aydtem.
.tho church felt that there was a nood'for &n institute
to complete its educationsl rcsponsibilitiia, snd to
integrate tﬁc different efforts of all the agencies to-
gether--the school, the home, &nd the church, 80 the
6optic Sundesy School was established in Egypt in 1908,

It started by special classes for school students
in the church after the Sunday morning service, For so-

me
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yeers the lesson was given in the form of & lecture for
all sttending students without dividing them into classes
or ege groups,

Finding that the students of the pudblic schoole
could not fttcnd the lesson on Sundays because their
orticial,;hcation is on Fridsys, the church decided to

" hold snother worship service on_}ridayn. This was fol-
lowed @lso by & Bunday School lesson,

The teachere, &t theattine, wi%o from the lsading
members of the church and téom the zeslous Christian
toachorg of public schools,

Hbre churches established Sunday Bchools, &nd
the number of studente increased, &o the leaders felt

the need for grading the studenta and classifying
thenm according to their school grades.

A general committee for Chrietian education was

" established, taking its hesdquarters in the Coptic Se-
minsry, For the office of the general secretary, the
Patrisrch sppointed the president of the Seminary, Areh-
descon Habib Girgis, & co-founder of the movement and
one of the leading forces of the educetionsal revival in
the church,

The committee prepared printed lessons weekly,
It imported from Germany colored pictures of Bible sto-
ries to be used ®s kllustrations for the lessons, These

wverse

e e e b e i
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distributed to the students every week,

From 1930 the Coptic Sunday School started/pgroat
revival in the whole progrem of Christisan educstion in
the church, & wide spread of Sundesy Schools with & new
curriculun end methods based on principles of modern
education took place,

In 1941, a promotion movement organired & cam-
pafgé’tor establishing & Bundey School in every church,
every town, and every village, These camp&igne traveled
the country from north to south, especially during sum-
mer vacations, The result was that the numbers of Bun- |
dsy Schools excceded the number of churches., Because
mény Sunda&y Schools were established in homes énd in
the meeting rooms of benevolent societies, where the
church building is not too chose to the ares, Conven-
tione and conferences were held 1n - many citios to help
the spread of Sunday School and Lﬁ urge parents to send
their children frequently,

Since then the central committee of Sundey School
began to keep statiestical records for the enrollment
snd attendance of Sundey Bchool in different areas of

-~ the country; dbut they were not complete for the lack

of wotker-. At any rate it could give epproximate num-
bers to the existing status of the work of Christian
education in the fields of Sunday School, youth fellow-

‘ship,
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end adult activities,

statistics (approxiazat round figures),

The population of Egypt 25:000,000
The Oopte 2,000, 000"
Coptic Orthodez Chmrch buildings T00%
Ordeined Coptic Priests 1,0003¢
8undsy 8S8choole and Youth Fellowships 1,500 2
Sunday School teachers and youth leaders 7.000"
Enrolled students 50,000 jc.

The Church conseiders this existing status of reli-
gious education only &s & beginning of the work, hoping
that the efforts would be organigzed; emnd the workers in-
crease to provide every child; youth, and adult with ad-
oquat§ Chrietian educsation,

II. Curriculum:
A, lte development: 4

The lesiers of Christian education were longing all
the time to make the Sundsy School efficient in the life
of the church members. 5o the curriculum passed through

many stages of continuocus development and progress.

1, Kot including the Copts in Sudan nor Pelestine, The
Church of Ethiopia is nearly 8,000,000,

2, Kot including churches in monesteries, nor sncient
church buildings unused for worship,

5. Not including the monks; who number 250 living in 8
monasteries and 100 nuns in 4 nunseries,,

4. Most of the teachers and leaders teach 'more than one
class at different times and places.
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In the first stage, the Sundey 8chool followed
the uniform system, The lessons were chosen from the
church "Lections" read during the liturgical services,

In the second stege, they used the closely gra-
ded system, tollowing the same divisions of school gre-
doe;J;;E the -amo,iurriculum planned for Christisn edu-
cetion in public schools,

The third stage began with the wide-spreading of
Sundey School in different exreas; I&'facod & variety
of conditions, BSmall schools of one or two clssses with
students from different sges; which could not apply the
closely grnﬁod system, £So0 the recent curriculum was
planned to face all circumstances by the possibility
of applying any one of the three systenms: nq}rgrm, or
closely graded, or group Ef?d°d (cycle of years) sscord-
ing téw;hq situation, -

From 1939 until 1948 @& yearly curriculum was ie-
sued developing new adequate objectives and correcting
what proved unsuccessful,

On 1946, & committee on the curriculum started
to evaluate the previous curruculumes, Members of the
comnittee mede field trips to different provinces to
exemine the situstion, Conferences were held in meny
aress to discues its problems, A questionaire, filled by
the local superintendents, helped in giving & picturov
of needs of the fields, The findings were studied and

& new,




- 153 -

curriculum wes plénned to serve for five years, during
which the committee would continue its resesarch for bet-
ter developments, 8o the li;t Aurriculum was iesued in
1953, -

B. l%s Objectives:

The book of the ;utlino of the curriculum states
the following objectives of Christian Education,
Christian education limszl
l, 7To foster & consciousness of God as the creator and
Tuler of life; and the importance of personsal relation-
ship to hinm,

2. To develop sn understsnding of the sound Christisn
life and the practicsl training to achieve it, Develop-
ing the ability to endure the sufferings of life and to
face its problems with faith and hope,

3. To develop an understanding and appfégiation of the
personality, life and teaching of the Sa#ior of our souls,
our Lori Jesus Christ,

4. To train the personality to behave in a Christ-like
character,

5. To develop an swareness of the importance of the Chris-
tian

1, The general Curriculum of the Coptic Bunday School
(Arabic) Propectus of 1948, p.S5.
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behavior in social relations,
6. To develop an understanding and apprégiation of the
Coptic Orthodox doctrines, To develop the feeling of
responsibility ,to participate as &n active member in the
church, snd to follow its teachings, canons, rites, snd
treditions received frorn the Fethers,
7. 7To develop the ability of continuous study, under-
standing, &nd lppliiition of the word of God recorded
in the Holy Bible, and to feel its importence to our
life.

These objectives sre similexr to those issued by the
‘ International Council of Religious EdusSution with adapta-
tions to the Coptic esituation,
C. 4 survey of the gurriculum:

The curriculum sccording to the closely greded sys-

tem, is divided into the following departments:
' Kindergarten “4-7 yesrs old,
- Primary 8-1lyears old,
Preparatory 12~13 parse old,
Secondary 14-16 pars old,
Youth 18-24 years old,
Adults , 25~

The calendar of the academic year of Sunday School
is divided into three main terms or semesters:

l, The first term begine from Christmas January 7th, and
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leste until the fewst of the aertyrdom of St. Mark on
May 8th,

2, The second term lasts until the new yoaré dey of the
martyrs on September llth,

3. 7The third term ends with the close of the sdvent sca-
son just before Christmas,

Surriculum meterisls: |

1, An outline of the curriculum for all departments. A
prospectus,

2, Teacher helps: a guide book for teachers, 4 spec-
isl guide for evary semester; that meens three guides
for every grade,

3. Leaflets for the pupils with the Seripturc text and
& picture for all gredes of the kindergerten and primery
departments,

4. The primary, preparatory and aocondaxy departments
uaually use the Bible in the lesson,

5. A hymnal for every depertment, Oontaiﬁs hymns, chants,
and responses which are chosen for the age grouﬁs acoord;
ing to the specific lessons of the unit, |
6. A lesson planning book with introductory notes about
lesson preparation,

7. OCless rolls of attendance; with helpe for the tesacher
&bout the use of checking the attendance; home work, WOr=

ohip. fetching the apksent pupils and rociting tho psalmn

and verses,
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The guide book of the teacher helps contains: In-
troductory srticles s&bout the piychology of the sege group,
the nature and objectives of its curriculum, some specific
methods, and the use of visual aids, Helps for preparing
the lesson of the wesk, under the subpointes of: the unit,
the lesson, Biblical reference; the chosen varce, the ainm
of the lesson, meditstions for the teacher's personal use,
suggested visual sids, the lesson plap, ahggoatod hymn,
epplication, home work snd assignmente,

D. Iie orgenieing principle:

The general aim of the curriculum is to lead every
pereon to & fellowship with God which will help him to 1li-
ve & real Christian life,

In few words; to develop Christian experience; This
sim is developed through the fields of:

l, Relationship with God,
2., Relsationship with Jesus,
3. PFellowship with the church,
4, Bible study,
5. Personal relationships,
6. Social relationshipa,
The application of the orgeniging principle in every

department of the Coptic curriculum:

Kindergerten: (4-7 yesars)
To develop & sense of fellowship with God through
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discovering the world He had created; and to have = Joy-~

ous experience in Hie house, the church, To love His Son
Jesus Christ end the stories of His childhood end kindness
with the people, To develop & Christian character towerd

others in the child's environment;

The units of the department are: The child snd God

-~ and the home-and the church--and the school--and the

Sunday Bchool--rcnnts;l

Primexry (8-llyesrs):

| To develop increasing interest and love towsrd the
horosﬁ of the Bible and the Baints of the church trying
to follow their example, Training their skill in hend-
ling the Bible, To introduce the church to them,

The lessons cover the fields from; The 0ld Tests-
ment, the life and teaching of Jesus, the Acts of the
Apostles, Chruch heroes, Primary Chruch doctrines; Soc-
ial relations as spplications to most of the lessons,’
2zgpg;ggg;x depertment (12-13% years):

(§.B,--Thie department has become & separats one
since 1953-54, whon the pnblic school started this di-
vision, ’beforq,it was considered 2 part of the seconds-
ry department,)

To develop the Christien characfer as the suscess-

ful life, Personsl commitments to the Christisn life,

1., Coptic Gurriculum Prospectus, pp. 1C-15,
2, Ibid: pp. 17-26,



-158-

Biographios.l
Secondary depsrtment (14-16 years):

To develop & growing Christien personality with
life surrender to Christ, More emphasis on Biblicel studies
in details*, Discuseing social problems s&nd the Christian
attitudes toward thcm.l

Generslly speaking, this curriculum is Bible-center
one, &nd in most departments followe the chronologicsal sys-
ten,

Theologically it hes & wekl balanced Biblical mater-.
ial end sufficient church doctrine &nd history, 1Its mein
emphasis is upon the practive of the Christisan ideals and
teachings in deily life,

E. Its Hethods:

The curriculum suggests teaching its lessons by dif-
ferent mothods:2 Story, pley, rhythms, biographies, lec-
tures, discussion, resesrch, fellowship, iudioyvisunl aids:
(Disgrams, chsrts, maps, poeters, pictures, flannelgraph,
projector, slides, film strips, motion pictures, models,
\dic;;mggl objects, puppete,) Dramatisation, field trips,
picni&?, projecte; creetive sctivities, committees for
fetching new and absent pupils, children library, snd the
club,

l, Ibid, pp. 28-40,
2, Ibid, pp. 16 and 31,
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The curriculum s it is plenned includes the essent-
iel experiences of guided study, sction is socisl life, fel-
lowship and recreation and worship,

But the sound spplication of ell these principles
depends upon the teacher's personality and preparation, 4il-
20 1t depends upon the facilities of the school snd the envi-
ronnenty
III. Adm at :

To demonstrate the sdministrative system in the pro-
grem of Christian educstion, & locsal church will be given
&8s &n exsmple of the work inmost churches, This local |
church is nsmely the Giga church, where the writer worked
for yesrs &s teacher and director of Christian education,

So the administrative responsibilities are carried on by
the following peresons and committees:
l. Eriests:
'Ond of the priests of Giga is in cherge of the agen-
cies of Christian education in the city. He teaches the
training courses of the volunteer teachers end cares for

thelir spiritual growth, MNost of them oonfessl

to him and
consult him, He is the chairmean of the committes on Chris-
tian education,

2. Director of Christian Educatjon:

He orgenizoe the whole progrea of Christisn education

1, In the Coptic Ohruch every member is free to choose
his spiritual consultant "father" even if he is the
priest of snother parish,



in the church, helps the comzitltee members &nd superin-
tendents on their vork,

There sre very few chmrches which could pay for &
full time director, so most of the directors &re volun-
teers,

5. BSuperintendents:

Every department is headed by & superintendent
who?

e, Keeps the machinery of the school operating by over-
seelng the work of the secretary &nd the tressurer con-
cerning the enrollment of new pupils, chegking up absent
students, end ordering s&nd distributing teeching materials
and supplies,

b, Keeping the time schedules of the department,

¢, Oversees the teachers: in their educetionel work in
classes and in revising the lesson preparatione in the
teachers book, He vieits the teachers in their homes
helping them in the: achievement of their spiritual growth,
end the practice of Christisn character in their daily life
d. Replaces ahy absent teachers,

e¢. PFPresides &t the subcommittee meetings to study and mee-
sure the degree of fulfilling the aims,

f. Represente the department in the committee on Christien
education,

€. Receives new students and distributes them to the



- 161 -

relevent clesses,

h. ©Solves the problems of discipline caused by ebnormal
behavior of some studente and tries to guide them through
personal counseling,

i. Develops church and home cooperation,

4, S 8083 /

Every department hes & subcommittee of all the teach-
ers of the department headed by the superintendent, It meets
weekly:

e, To pray for the work of the depertment,

b, To study the eituation of the department during the week,

the feults; the good results @nd the improvements of methods,

¢« 7To plen the work based on the lessons for the coming week,
d, To plan new activities needed,

It mey be divided to smaller subcommittees to study

or prepére & certain project,

5. Generel Superintendent:

@, He supervises the work of the departments,

b. He keeps the big aim of every department before their
superintendents,

¢, He is the link between the depertments to keep them
cooperating towards the general aim,

d. He is the link between the departments and church

euthorities and other educetionel agencies,
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. He plens to secure endcugh teechers for every department.
6. Compittee on Christien rducetion: /

It is composed of the director of gﬁfistian educetion,
gensral superintendent, secretary, troaqd;er and superinten-
dents of the depertments headed by the priest.

8, It seeks to build & united progrem to serve all the
educetional aims of the church that will meke evital impact
upon the behavior and ethicel stendards of‘childrcn. youth
and sdults,
b, Setting up the objectives &nd making plens for reeching
then, _
¢, Studying the new needes of the comumunity and improving
the program in the light of these needw,
d. Flanning the budget of the educetionsl program.
e, Supervising the standerd of the teachers to build the
treining courses &ccording to their needs,
f. Keeping & progream calendar for every semester.

é. Keeping in touch with the Board of Christien Education.
7. ZBoerd of Ohristisen Education

This boerd is not & loceal one, but it is the Centrsl
Coxmittee of Christian Education in the Coptic Chruch,

Its heesdquarters is in Cairo,
&; It is in charge of the genersl policy,

b, It plens the curriculum &nd improves it every five yeane,
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c. It preperes &nd publishee the curriculum materiels,
d, It supervises the work of Christian Educetion in &ll

dioceses,
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CHAPTER 7
YOUTH AND ADULT KCTIVITIES

I. Youth Christien Educatiopn:

The youth movement in the Coptic church was the re-
sult of the wide spreading of the Sundey School, Most of
the churches now have Bpecial departments for youth work,
Some of them call it Coptic Youth Fellowehip "Gemeat Al
Shevab Al Kipty" others eimply call 1t "youth department®
or "youth meetings",

The activities of young men ere cerried separately
from the activities of young women who have their specieal
meetings and organigetions,

The main aim of youth work is to develop a chalan-
ge to full commitment to the Christien 1ife @and to achie-
ve the integrel Christian personality, They accomplish
this through the activities of worship, stddy, and expe-
rience,

a. Worship:

The church celebrates a special mase on Friday morn-
ings for young people and those who work on Sundays, The
young people usually have their choir and they arrange
the program, They have &leo en informal service of prayer

on Thursday afternoon, Neerly every two months they heave
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& wetch-night prayer, liany of the etudents from prayer

special meetings in their homes or hostels for groups of

friends,
b, Study:

On Thursday evenings, Youth meetinge follow the wor-
ship eervice with & Bible claes for the attending youth,
Then they are divided into different groupe for specific
studies and activities,

The specisl curriculum of youth covere the fields
of Biblioal studies; beliefs and doctrines; spiritual
growth, the History of the Coptic Heritage, The Social and
Contemporary Frobleums, |

They perform these studies through fectures, discus-
eion groupe, debates, and research work, Every Youth Fel-
lowship has a specisal librany to encourage reading, perso-
nal study, end resesarch. Some of the churghes have a book
&gency to ehlp young people to S} books aﬁd to form a pri-
vate librery, Coptic publishing houses provide text books,
adequate litereture, and mégagines for young people,
¢. Experience:

To help the development of Christien experience &
wide program with a veriety of sctivities is planned for
Youth, The Youth Fellowship hes fiwve departimente of ac-
tivities.l

1, Coptic Curriculum Prospectus, p, 41,
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l. The religious department:

Its main activities &re evangeliem &nd outreach to
the Coptic young people in different areas, There are
groups which specialige in the work &mong university
students, They use different methode of person&l end
8roup relations on the capus &nd home visitetions, Iet-
ters, pamphlets mnd useful literature are 8004 meens used
to reach the educated youth,

Other groups form teams to do evengelistic work
&mong the industrisl labprers. There are special out-
reach teams for rurel arescs,

Stewardship ie one fo the msain activities of the
youth, Avery telling witnees ie made through the dedi-
cation of time, talente; and money. They practice and
learn the me&ning of €iving from the heart for the pro-
Jects they plen and perform,

2. Ihe social depertment:

Studying the socieal probleme and the needs of the
different classes and try to share in solving them, es-
pecially in the slums &nd rural arees, Algo they discuse
and atudy the responsibilities of the Christian citigen,
3« IThe culturel depertment:

Plenning studies and series of lectures to keep a
continuous culturel intereet ®pecielly for those who

heve finished their studies, They also leag illiteracy
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cempeigne in the surrounding neighborhood,
4, Degartﬁeng of Arts:

Learning by doing affords an opportunity for differ-
ent groups interested in fine arts, music, menual work, &and
different projects of @éctivities, They encourage the utili-
z8tion of good hobbies to fill the leisure time, A special
group is interested in religious drama,

5. Recreatjonal department:

They buila fellowship and character through recrea-
tional ectivities: Sports, gsmes, socisl recre&tions, out-
door @ctivities; picnics ang travel, Recreetion is not an
ﬁpd in iteelf, but a meens for building the personality,
and & blessed way of bekkng & Christian oiti?en in home,
church, and community,

Most of the Youth Fellowships have established spe~
cial clube for their activities; either near the church
building (if there is a Place) or by renting e playground
from any school or institution for certain deys every week,

There are few summer camps relatively, but they in-
crease every year,

In the university cities; Christian Hostels were e¢s-
tablished to provide for Coptic studente a Christien en-
vironment, These hostels have a religious progrem of Bi-
ble studies and devotional services every night,

These &re some of the activities which the church,
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sponsore for the Christien nurture of young people, The
church 8till looks forward to wider programs und effec-

tive means to reach all the young people of the church,

II. Adult Vork:

Usually most of the churches hold a special meeting
on Sunday evening, Others hold it more then two evenings
& week, Ite program is an informel service followed by
a Bible cless or a sermon, which keeps them epirituelly
nourished,

During the ceasons of feste; which are plenty in the
Coptic church, series of spiritual revivals are held for
& complete week, This includes s gre&at evangelistic re-
vival,

The church emphesiges rersonal contacts when dealing
with edulss., The priest's counseling and visitations ere

. responsible for the spirituel progrees of adults,

Men form meny societies for spiritu;l énd social
activities, Women's aseociations &re spreading sll over
the country, They usually meet on Wednesdeye? Some
churches hold a'apecial mass on Wednesday morning for
women, Wemen themselves 80 for coutreach visitations and
leed their private meetinge,

Speciel programs for groups of adultss

is responsible for eévery member, the church tries to
develop & special program adequate to the needs of every
group of people, @ccording to the varities of their envi-

ronment, or their professions, So there are rrogreams for:

mAnatri nl f[Aranae
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The industrial labdtors suffer from poverty &s & re-
sult of periods of unemployuent, The neture of their work
creates in them & material outlook to life, Their environ-
meént indoctrinates them by fetelism, Illiteracy keeps thenm
in the derknees of ignorence end reterdness, So they do not
éppreciate the right meaning of responsibility towerd their
personel hehavior or toward their families end the sofiety,
This develops many serioue religious end social problems,

The curriculum of their Christien educetion aims at
developing the sound Christien &ltitudes towerd life, work,
responsibility, family, fellowship &nd Christian ch&ractcr.l
These studies are held on different days of the week accor-
ding to the weekly vaation of every group, DBeside the clas-
Beg, & social office offers counseling, financial helps, vo-
cttional guidence and tries to Bolve their problems,

2. Rurel areas:

On the contrery, pessents are naive, eimple, have a
d;op belief in God, But he &lso suffers ignorance, pover-
ty, @nd fenatic attitudes ang superstitions,

When he finds some Ccére; he progresses quickly, So
the church is trying to spread z wide progrem of Chtistian
education? @uwong the villeges since 1935, Their special

curriculum of Christian educetion is usually sccompinied by

1, Coptic Curriculum Prospectus, pp, 45-52,
2. Ibid’ pp. ‘2-44.
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seceil welfare &ngd illitersacy cénpaigns, The movement

of Coptic eélementery schoole,l previcusly discussed, gave
good results &nd still pPromising more,

3. Erisons &nd reformatories:

The government permits the priest to visit the pri-
son of the area once & week &and give & lesson to the Coptic
prisoners, He coulgd gerve for them the Holy Communion When
needed,

4. Anmong the military forces:

For the first time, the Prosperous Government of the
New Regime is building this year 1955 g church in the main
berracks of Ceiro to provide worship end Christian educa-
tion to the Copts in.military service, This mey lead to
Bppointment service of chaplairs for troops in other cemps,
5. BSociel welfare institutione:

There is = growing tendency to consider the social
welfers projects es adequate geans for spiritual angd Chris-~
tien educational ectivities,

Meny churches established special spriitusl pProgrenms
for the needy. Beside the materiel help, they receive
Christian education, Some clinjcs established a system of
& visiting deacon to visit the home§ of those whe come to
the clinic end to evengelistic work,

The orphanages eng children's homes are méinly edu-

cational institutions where thers are nény opportunities

1, This thesis, Chapter 5-B, pp. 144-147,
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end facilities for @aequste Christisan education, So.e of
them &re very Buccessful in échioving their Chrietian ob-
Jectives,

Thére 8re other fielde which are 8till in need of

specikl programs of Christien educetion éaong the adudts,
IIT. A gemple Rrogreém in & locel church:

Agein the Gigza Chruch will be taken 88 an exemple
of the program of Christien educatjon in the locs&l church
during the week, The Sunday School eeesions &re not held
on the same time of the worship service, The activities

of the progrem sre held on the following times:

Sund ey 7-8 A M, First worship service
with & sermon,
8-10A M, Second service with e
sermon,
3=4:50 P.u, Sunday School clesses

for pupils having their
v tion on Sundays,

6-7 F.i, ddult's spirituel meet-
ing,
Monday . 5-6 P.M, Ditferent meetings of

benevolent soclieties
' and choir treining classes,
Tuesday 5-6 P/u. Women's association,
6=7 P¥ Preyer angd administrative
meeting of workers among

women,
Wednesday 465 Py, Young Women Fellowship
and Bible class,
5-7 P.H, hctivity ena study groups
of young women,
Thursday 5-6 P.M, Young Men Fellowship snd
. Bible class,
6-7 P.M, Youth spirituel leeson or
ethical lecture,
7-8 P .M, Teacher's training clesses,
8«3 PN, Electives (Music-Coptic

language),
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Fridey 8-10:30 4., %orship service with
youth lecture,
3=4:30 P.H, Sunday School classes

for public echool pu-
pils end villsges,

5-6 P.M, Villeges edult Lesson,

6-7 P.M, Vespers worship service
with en &dult lesson,

T=eee P.H, 4 chance for pastorel
counseling &nd confes-
sions,

Le the church buildings are not sufficient for all
Sundey School classes; many clesses meet in other build-
inge distributed in different querters of the city near

the homes of the rupilse. Thie ie to glve eévery boly en op-
portunity to benefit from the Program of Christian educe-
tion,
IV, Leadership training:

The Sundey School teachers, the youth leeders, end
the workers with the adults are all volunteers, They wre
helping the clergy in the wide work of the church, The
church considers the work of Chrietian education ag hav-
ing great effect upon ite life; se the teachers and lead-
ers must be well selected anong rightioﬁs church members;
&nd continuously trained for spirituel snd educetional
progrese, "“What every teachar teeches ie himself™ is @&
rule which puts the emxphasis, in charecter training, up-

on the teacher's life as » g00d exenple,

l, Journal of Modern Education issued by the Americen
University at Cairo (Arabicf Vol, X1v, p, g2,



To gelect teachers, usuelly & call isg given during
the Bible clesses tothe devoted young people, Thoee who
accept the invitetion must promise to fulfill the minimun
spiritual recuirements:

1, Attending the church services end prayer neetings,
2, Resading the Bible deily,

3. Pesting,

4. Partakxing the Holy Communion once every month at
leest, after repentance ang confession,

5e Sacrificing some of the time, money &nd effort for
the service of the Lords,

These iteme are checked weekly through e record
sheet, and monthly through the visitation of the BUper-
intendent,

The new tescher 8ttends & preparatory course for one
yeer, during which he works &s ®sn sssistant teacher, to
obtein e practicel experience in the &rt or‘teaching. The
cource lasts for 6 months for three hours wWeekly, The cure
riculum is Biblical, epirituel, and educational studies,

After completing the Preparatory course, they are
given the responsibility of te&ching & cluss or a village,
But they continue their training courses, 4 four-year cour-
8¢ is give, One of the schools follows certain divisions
Buch as ay

l. Clees of educetion; to study advenced educetion,



peychology, &nd visusl tids,

2, Cleass of doctrines: coffers studies in the mein doc-
trines of the church, the rites snd short church histo-
ry.

3. Class of homiletics: & treining course in ¢lenente-
Iy preaching to prectice it in rurel ere&s for adults,

4. Class of sociel work: studying the social pProblens
of the Coptic community end the reeponsibilities of the
church towerd then,

The Biblicel and spiritual courses erg reguired
yearly, Teachere of every department heve & weekly
meeting to prepere the unite end lessone of the next
woek,

V. ZTheological treining:

The first establisheg theological Beninary in the
Christian Chruch wes the Catechetial School of Alexandriq.l

During the miadle 8ges theologicel educetion weas
given on & treditional system by the church 8chocl teecher
Be & private course to thoee who ere breparing themselves
tc the minietry.2 From time to tbme, certain groups groups
of cendidetes formed theologicsl echoole in the dioceses'

centers,

l. P, Monroe, kncyclopedie of Education, Vol, I, p. 546,
A.A, Ring, the Rites of kastern Christendom, P. 341,
2. See p, 108 of this thesis,
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’ ¥hen modern schools began to be established in Egypt,
the church reorgsnized these private treditional efforte in-
to & school syetem, So it reopened its catecheticsl school
in 1875 at Cairo.l It marks the first steps of the modern
Coptic revival,

In the twentieth century & escond seminery was opened
in Alexsndrie for the thoological educetion of the monks, It
was transfered later in 1930 to Helwen near Ceiro, The third
Coptic seminery was established at Alexendria in 1954, for un:
versity graduetes,

In 1944 a modern sominary was esteblished in Addis
Abebe for the education of the Ethippien Olcrgy.2 Some
of its greduates are completing their studies in the Cop-
tic Seminery at Ceiro,

The main seminary at Ceiro has four depertmente:

2, A department for rmral ministers studying @ five year

course,

b, A department for urban ministers sutdying a four year

course,

l, H, Dunne, 4n Introduction to the History of iducstion
in Egypt, p. 444,

<. The Emporor of kEthiopie Haile Slase I, charged rror,
Mured Kemel; the vice president of the Coptic Insti-
tute, who was &t that time the Counsellor ot the
Etheopien Ministry of Education, to provide the school
with Coptic teachers, The first president was the
Coptic priest Father Narcus D&oud, The writer cf this
thesie, was Privileged to be among its first faculty
from 1944-46,
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€. A department for university graduetes'studyins & three
yeear cours,

d. A department for choir lenders 8tudying a six years
courae,

It texches varieties of courses of the fundsnental
fields; ®ll of which are¢ required coursas:

Hedrow, Greei, Qoptie, Arabie, bnglish; 0ld Testa-
went, Ngw Testoament, Introdustions and Exegenes, S5ystem-
atic, Doctrinal, Rituval, und Ethical Theologises, Homile-
tios, Chruch History, Christien Zducaution, Peychology, Pas-
torsl Work, Chruch ¥uei€, Field Work Prectioum, Ecclesisag-
tical Ceanons, A new depertuent for missionary etudies wasg
recently established,

The educatiocnel revival motiveted the zeul of some
educeted young men to resign their high vocatione and con-
tecrate themselves to the ninietry of the Loxd:;, Some
v.orked s directors of Christian education, others were
ordained parigh Prieste; and the rest were ordsined monke,
hmong those were formerly enginears, Lawyers, university
teuchers ung pharnaciste, 7t is & promising movement by
God's grece,

The interect in theologicel and highor studies led
to the e3tablishzent of the Institute of Coptic Studies
@t Cairo in 1954, 1In compriees some twelvs departzents

eabracing the whole field of Coptic &nd &llieqd Btuaies:
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Linguistic, History, Sociwsl Studies, hrchseology, hrt,
Cenon Law, Chruch husic, Theology, Lthippic Studies,
Semities end 4Africen Studies, Though a post-gruduate
school, the Institute is pre-eminently intended as a
resesarch center,

| The yeer 1954 Soc&mo remérkuhle by two other
events in the ecumenical 8ttitudes of the Coptic Chruch,
It sent delegates to:
&; The First "#oslem~-Christian Convocation"” held et
"Bahemdoun" Lebenon in April 1954.1
b. The second assemble of the ¥World Council of Churches

held st Evenston, Illinois, U.S.A, in hugust 1954.2

l, The delegktes were: Prof/ Atiya the president of the
Coptic Institute, Mr, Kesabgi, @ member of the Coptic

Community Council ang the writer of this thesis,
2. The delegates were: Father Seleed Sourial, paster

of the Giza church, Prof, Atiya end the writer of this

theszis,
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CONCLUSION AND FROFOSELS

Christian educetion was end still is the focel min-
istry of the church, which keeps feeding its members with
the adequate nourishment to 1live eébundantly es Christians,

The previous chapters proved that the Coptic church
emphesized the educational program and gave it the firet
pPlace in its life over all the centuriee, The teachings,
the canoné, the doctrines: the rituels, the fathers and
the clergy of the church encouraged the progress of educa-

tion, promoted it, and protected it,

The great reputation of the Coptic Church in the
early centuries was méinly due to its flourishing educa~
tionel program, On the other hend, when political and so-
cial circumstences did not give sufficient facilities to
promote the educetional program in the ssme ancient meénner,
the relative decline of education affected and weakened
the church., But &8 soon es conditions improved, the church
renewed its progrem and built its revival upon an educetion-
el besis like the example of the revival led by the Patri-
erch Cyril IV in the ninetcenth century,

The contemporary program by its verieties shows how
the church could sdmit all progressive methods of education
because the basis and Principles are rected in its teach-

ings and encouraged by its traditions,
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The church does not nead to build new foundsations
forits education, but only needs to keep &dapting its
present methods to most the neede of the chenging world®
4 good progrem of Christian education aims to share in
Bolving the ethical and social problems of the surround-
ing environment to the extent of its abilities,

The existing progrem is efficient in many fields,
but theleaders of Christien educaetion &re not satisfied
with the situation, They feel that there are many items
not yat fulfilled, But their rowerful faith in God who
helped them to progress eo rapidly, gives them a hope-
ful enthusissm to go forward toward the ultimate goals
of their wide program,

The activities which need to be added to the program
are:

1, Establishing @ nursery dep&rtment in every church dur-
‘'ing the same time of the morning worship on Sundays,

2. Some city arems ere in need of & dsy church nuraeryJ.
especially where there are working mothers,

3. Establishing "Vacation Chruch Sohoole" during the sum-
mer, |

4, Holding summer cumps for childrer,

5 The pPrimery department curriculum could be based on
units instead of eingle chronological lessonse,

6. The curriculum should include lessons on missions and
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studiee sbout peoples of other countries,

7. The elementaery church schools could give more cere to
vocetional training &nd guidance,

8. Coptic rural communities need a touring priest to
celebrate the liturgy to them &t least once or twice a
month,

9. Holding special evening courses, summer institutes,
end conferences for training publie school tcichers in
Christisn education,

10, Providing fhcae teachers with educational literature
and periodicels to ka?p thﬁm informed and interested,

11, Campsigns must be held for recruiting more workers
for Sundey Schools and ¥outh sctivities,

12, Providing more courses for leadership training and
methods of teaching by holding workships,

13. Estsblishing & speciel committee for family life to.
study and plan: '

8, A4n integrael progrem for reeching the family @& & unit
#nd not &s individuels only,

b, Clesses and studies dealing with family responsibili-
ties end problems,

C. Recreationa&l progrems for femilies &nd family nights
in the chufch.

d. Celebrating speciel deys for parents and mothers,,..
etc,

€. Establishing Parent-Te&chers Associations to lead the
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coopereative work between the home end the church,.
f. Clesses for premeritsl counseling &nd studies.
8. Meetings and activities for young couples,

14. Special programe and institutions for the &ged.
15, Chaplains for hospitals,

These &nd other local neede for particular sress
ere in need of continuous efforts, prayers and workers,
because "The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers
are few", (Matt, 9:39)

To the Lord of the harvest, the Chruch reises her

prayers to bless His work and grant it abundant fruits.
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